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Introduction 


fter  publishing  the  book  Fritz  Giidemann  -  Anna  Maria 
Minger  in  1996,  a  few  typographical  errors  have  been 
discovered.  Examples  are  the  misspelling  of  “Greiner”  on 
pages  2-17  and  2-29  and  failing  to  capitalize  “Jew”  on  page  29-5.  None  of  these 
“typos”  changes  the  basic  meaning  or  facts  of  the  text,  and  their  aggregate  does 
not  justify  a  clarification.  However,  on  a  return  trip  to  Germany  in  1997  my 
wife,  Maria,  and  I  did  discover  an  error  which  does  compel  a  correction. 


The  error  concerns  the  house  in  which  I  had  concluded  Fritz  had  lived 
prior  to  his  departure  from  Kiimberg.  No  problem.  I  would  simply  explain  and 
correct  the  error,  place  it  in  a  folder,  and  mail  a  copy  to  each  owner  of  a  copy  of 
the  book.  Little  did  I  realize  that  what  appeared  to  be  such  an  innocuous  error 
would  trigger  a  search,  which,  with  one  thing  leading  to  another,  would  balloon 
into  another  full-blown  book. 


This  Epilogue  does  not  really  “come  up  to  speed”  until  the  fourth  chapter. 
But  first,  I  felt  that  it  was  essential  to  “clear  the  deck”  with  the  first  and  second 
chapters  to  correct  errors  in  the  book.  The  third  chapter,  “Prominent  Families  of 
Kiimberg”,  presented  me  with  a  special  problem.  With  several  copies  of  the 
book  in  the  hands  of  citizens  of  Kiimberg  and  with  them  planning  a  600th  year 
anniversary  celebration  in  200 1  or  2002  (originally  scheduled  for  2000),  I  felt  it 
would  be  of  some  interest  to  review,  in  addition  to  the  Giidemann  family,  a  few 
of  the  other  families  which  played  major  roles  in  the  history  of  Kiimberg.  After  I 
had  collected  the  data  and  had  all  but  finished  writing  Chapter  Thirty-Three,  I 
made  the  startling  discovery  that  I  had  been  working  with  the  wrong  branch  of 
the  Giidemann  clan  as  is  discussed  in  Chapter  Thirty-Four.  With  this  discovery, 
I  decided  that  Chapter  Thirty-Three  was  so  irrelevant  to  us,  the  descendants  of 
Fritz  Giidemann  and  Anna  Maria  Minger,  that  it  should  not  be  included  in  this 
Epilogue.  Subsequently,  however,  when  I  discovered  that  our  earliest  known 
ancestor  was,  afterall,  from  Kiimberg,  I  opted  to  reinstate  Chapter  Thirty-Three. 
Whatever.  Readers  in  America  (as  well  as  even  those  in  Germany)  may  find  it 
too  tedious  to  be  worthwhile.  Notwithstanding  this,  I  am  fully  confident  that  the 
contents  of  this  Epilogue  will  be  more  appreciated  by  and  will  have  enhanced 
meaning  for  those  who  visit  the  six  villages  of  our  forefathers  in  Germany, 
something  that  I  encourage  each  descendant  to  do. 


IX 


Cyndi  Howells  wrote  in  the  February/March  1999  issue  of  American 
Heritage  Magazine : 

All  genealogists  share  a  universal  regret:  that  they  didn’t  talk 
with  some  relative  when  they  had  a  chance.  They  wish  they 
had  asked  grandma  about  her  grandparents,  about  where  she 
was  bom  and  her  family’s  life.  Instead  she  took  that 
knowledge  with  her  when  she  died. 

How  true!  I  am  no  exception.  The  few  times  that  I  was  with  my 
grandfather,  David  Gudeman,  of  Francesville,  Indiana,  it  never  occurred  to  me  to 
inquire  about  his  father,  Fritz  Gudemann.  But  I  really  wonder  whether  he  could 
have  offered  me  very  much  information.  Considering  the  difficult  times  in  which 
he  lived,  I  can  well  imagine  that  such  ruminations  were  not  high  on  his  list  of 
priorities.  True,  my  father  had  noted  “Schopfheim”  on  his  work  sheet  (page  1- 
23),  but  he  failed  to  identify  the  exact  village  in  which  his  grandfather  had  been 
bom.  And  Minnie,  a  daughter  of  Carolina  (Gudemann)  Hellweg,  Fritz’s  niece, 
had  jotted  down  that  her  mother  had  been  bom  in  Baden,  but  her  entire  notation 
proved  to  be  more  confusing  than  helpful  as  is  explained  on  page  34-9.  If  either 
my  father  or  Minnie  had  simply  mentioned  either  “Vogelbach”  or  “Marzell”,  it 
would  have  spared  me  from  countless,  frustrating  hours  of  research. 

Back  in  1991,  my  search  for  my  Gudemann  heritage  started  innocently 
enough.  I  suppose  at  that  time  I  would  have  been  satisfied  merely  to  learn  in 
which  village  in  the  Duchy  of  Baden  my  great-grandfather  had  been  bom.  But 
one  thing  led  to  another,  and  it  was  not  long  before  I  found  myself  in  the 
unyielding  grip  of  the  compulsion  to  explore  ever  further.  As  I  read  an  article  by 
Nicolas  von  Hoffman  in  the  June/July  issue  of  the  magazine  Civilization ,  I  said 
to  myself,  “Hey,  that’s  me  he’s  talking  about.”  He  wrote: 

Tweed  Roosevelt  is  probably  correct  when  he  says,  “People 
become  more  interested  in  genealogy  as  they  get  older.  You 
begin  to  think  of  yourself  in  the  middle  of  a  long  line  marching 
forward.  Then  you  reach  middle  age,  and  all  of  a  sudden 
you’re  in  the  front  line  because  your  parents  are  gone.” 


The  older  we  get,  the  more  often  the  drafty  winds  blown  in 
from  beyond  touch  us.  We  begin  to  make  ready  to  be 
subsumed  into  our  family  trees  where,  it  is  hoped,  some  great- 
great-grandchild  will  find  us  -  and  marvel  at  the  discovery. 

To  end  this  Introduction,  I  cannot  improve  on  the  final  statement  of  the 
book’s  Introduction: 

Please  be  assured  that  great  care  has  been  exerted  to  make  this 
history  as  accurate  as  possible.  To  suggest,  however,  that  it  is 
totally  without  error  would  not  be  realistic;  but,  hopefully,  any 
such  inaccuracies  are  not  too  numerous  and  none  is  very 
significant.  Can  you  identify  any  of  them? 


David  J.  Gudeman 
3103  Grail 
Wichita,  Kansas 
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Misidentified  Real  Estate 


s  discussed  in  Chapter  22  of  the  book  Fritz  Gudemann  -  Anna 
Maria  Minger ,  in  1863  Johann  Georg  Gudemann  (1816), 
Fritz’s  brother,  traded  his  ownership  of  the  ground  floor  of  a 
two  story  house  in  exchange  for  Lot  No.  1069,  shown  as  RED  on  the  map  on 
page  31-5.  This  property  which  he  received  in  the  trade  was  described  as  “a 
house,  including  the  bam  and  stables,  a  pigsty  and  the  arable  land,  including  a 
quarter  measure  vegetable  and  herb  garden,  located  in  the  upper  part  of 
Kurnberg.”. 


It  still  remained  to  determine  the  house  in  which  Fritz  Gudemann  had 
lived.  In  all  probability  it  would  be  the  house  the  ground  floor  of  which  Johann 
Georg  gave  in  exchange  for  Lot  No.  1069  (house  address  No.  92)  in  1 863.  We 
again  turned  to  our  friend  Herr  Gustav  Gross  of  Steinen,  Germany,  for 
assistance.  Subsequently,  in  a  1994  letter  he  indicated  that  Lot  No.  1024  (house 
address  No.  73),  shown  as  BLUE  on  the  map  on  page  22-3,  was  the  most 
probable  lot.  Tme,  he  did  stop  short  of  stating  that  Lot  No.  1 024  was  the  correct 
lot.  However,  the  very  fact  that  he  mentioned  that  lot  was  reason  enough,  with 
my  implicit  confidence  in  him,  to  zero  in  on  it  as  the  one  I  was  searching  for. 
When  all  the  bits  and  pieces  of  information  available  to  me  were  combined,  they 
certainly  did  point  to  Lot  No.  1024. 

The  trade  agreement  of  1 863  describes  the  improvements  and  grounds  as 
(1)  having  a  hay  bam  and  stables,  (2)  being  “.  .  .located  in  the  middle  of  the 
town  of  Kiimberg,  on  the  village  road  and  the  road  to  Glashutten.”,  and  (3)  a 
two  story  house  — .  .Johann  Greiner,  who  lives  on  the  upstairs  floor  of  this 
dwelling.  .  .”.  Lot  No.  1024  neatly  fits  all  of  these  criteria.  Furthermore,  it 
appeared  that  it  might  be  by  more  than  sheer  chance  that  Herr  Albert  Schmidt 
now  owns  and  occupies  the  house.  After  all,  Johann  Georg  Gudemann  traded 
his  property  to  a  Heinrich  Schmidt  and  his  daughter  in  1863.  Also,  the  initials 
“HG”  inscribed  above  the  entrance  were  additional  convincing  “proof’.  The 
initials  easily  could  stand  for  either  Johannes  (Hans)  Gudemann  (1755),  Fritz’s 
grandfather,  or  Johannes  (Hans)  Greiner  (1794),  Fritz’s  uncle,  both  of  whom  had 
lived  in  the  house  in  question. 
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Although  it  appeared  quite  conclusive  that  the  Giidemann  family  had  lived 
on  Lot  No.  1024  prior  to  the  1863  trade,  I  was  never  thoroughly  satisfied.  So, 
on  a  return  visit  to  Kiimberg  in  1997,  Frau  Elsa  Biihler,  with  whom  we  stay  on 
Lot  No.  1 069  when  we  visit  Kumberg,  arranged  at  my  request  for  Maria  and  me 
to  visit  Herr  Albert  Schmidt  in  his  home  on  Lot  No.  1024.  After  a  short  visit 
with  him  the  next  day,  I  left  his  house  fully  convinced  that,  to  my  consternation, 
Lot  No.  1024  is  not  the  correct  lot.  Because  the  property  has  remained 
continuously  in  his  family  since  his  ancestor  built  the  house  in  1797,  Herr 
Schmidt  speaks  authoritatively  when  he  says  that  the  Giidemann  family  never 
lived  on  Lot  No.  1024. 

When  I  surmised  that  the  initials  “HG”  stood  for  either  Johannes 
Giidemann  or  Johannes  Greiner,  I  was  only  partly  correct.  The  initials  do, 
indeed,  stand  for  Johannes  Greiner,  but,  by  an  incredible  coincidence,  not  for  the 
Johannes  Greiner  who  married  Verena  Giidemann,  Fritz’s  aunt.  Verena  married 
a  Johannes  Greiner  who  was  bom  in  1794  in  Schweigmatt,  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  Kumberg.  He  married  Verena  in  1 822,  moved  to  Kiimberg  into  the 
upper  floor  of  the  Giidemann  house,  had  six  children,  and  died  in  1867. 

Another  Johannes  Greiner  was  bom  in  1 755  in  Raitbach,  a  little  over  one 
mile  across  the  valley  from  Kumberg  and  only  a  mile  from  Schweigmatt.  It  was 
this  Johannes  (Hans)  who  contributed  his  initials  to  the  inscription  above  the 
entrance  to  the  house  on  Lot  No.  1 024.  He  married  Anna  Barbara  Greinerin  of 
Kiimberg  in  1 780,  moved  to  Kiimberg,  had  four  children,  and  built  the  house  in 
1797.  His  grandson  Barthlin  Greiner  (1825)  inherited  the  house  and  married 
Anna  Maria  Catharina  Sturm  in  1 847,  with  whom  he  had  two  daughters.  After 
Barthlin  died  in  1855,  his  widow  married  Barthlin  Stolz  (1836)  ofKiimberg  in 
1 858.  They  had  six  children,  one  of  whom  was  Albert  (1864).  Albert  inherited 
the  house,  married  Anna  Maria  Glatt  (1854)  ofKiimberg  in  1 890,  with  whom  he 
had  one  child,  Emilie  (1890).  Emilie  married  Johann  Max  Schmidt  (1891)  of 
Raitbach  in  1921 .  Their  son  Max  Albert  (1922)  inherited  the  house  and  is  the 
Albert  Schmidt  who  now  lives  there. 

For  several  decades  the  Gasthaus  zum  Blumen  was  operated  out  of  the 
house  until  it  was  closed  in  1913  by  Albert’s  grandfather.  According  to  Herr 
Schmidt,  the  house  has  a  large  basement  where  wine  for  the  guests  was  stored. 
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So,  if  Lot  No.  1 024  is  not  the  correct  lot,  which  one  is?  Maria  and  I  drove 
to  the  Rathaus  (city  hall)  in  Schopfheim  in  hopes  of  finding  some  document 
which  would  answer  the  question.  We  were  directed  to  the  Grundbuchamt ,  the 
department  where  real  estate  records  are  stored.  The  personnel  there  were  very 
helpful  and  brought  out  several  books,  one  of  which  was  the  Grundbuch ,  a  book 
of  recorded  real  estate  transactions.  It  was  not  long  after  we  started  leafing 
through  it  that  two  entries  caught  my  eyes.  These  entries  contain  the  names  of 
Johannes  Greiner,  Anna  Maria  Sutterlin,  and  their  son  Ernst  Friedrich  Greiner. 
As  stated  on  page  21-6,  Johannes  Greiner  (1822),  the  eldest  son  of  Johannes 
Greiner  and  Verena  (Gudemann)  Greiner,  married  Anna  Maria  Sutterlin,  with 
whom  he  had  a  son  named  Ernst  Friedrich  (1859). 

Description  of  Property.  Owner,  and  the 

Legal  Description  of  the  Property: 


Number  of  Property 

New  # 

58a 

Designation  and 

Type  of  Lot 

Farm  yard 
House  Garden 


Size  of  Lot 

Cultivated  Entire 

Land  Property 

3a  +  3  sm  6a  + 

3a  +  50  sm  53  sm 

(la  =  1/40  acre, 
sm  =  square  meter) 


On  the  farmyard  stands  a  two-story  house  with  a  basement,  barn,  stables 
and  a  shed  in  which  the  pigsty  is  located. 

The  adjoining  properties  are  No.  54  and  No.  672,  road  from  Fahrnau  to 
Gersbach. 

The  widow  of  Johannes  Greiner,  the  tailor,  named  Anna  Maria,  maiden 
name  Sutterlin 

And 

Greiner,  Ernst  Friedrich,  not  married,  farmer.  In  1891,  the  first 
mentioned  person  sold  the  property  to  Greiner,  Ernst  Friedrich.  Entered 
in  the  Registry  of  Deeds  Book  III,  No.  19  S 135. 
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The  second  entry  is  for  property  designated  as  58b,  consisting  of  a  small 
adjoining  house  garden  of  73  square  meters,  which  was  transferred  at  the  same 
time  and  involved  the  same  persons. 

Both  of  these  parcels  pertain  to  Lot  No.  1058  (house  address  No.  13), 
shown  as  BLUE  on  the  map  on  page  31-5.  Some  years  ago,  1 000  was  added  to 
the  numbers  which  designate  each  parcel  of  land,  turning  what  was  Parcel  No. 
58  into  Parcel  No.  1058. 

With  the  discovery  of  these  two  recorded  real  estate  transactions,  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  Lot  No.  1058  is  the  lot  we  were  searching  for. 
It  turns  out  that  Lot  No.  1024,  the  wrong  lot,  is  only  a  “stone’s  throw”  distance 
from  Lot  No.  1058,  the  correct  lot. 

On  page  22-6  I  stated  that  “only  the  BLUE  lot  [Lot  No.  1024]  is  large 
enough  to  encompass  the  amount  of  land  involved  in  the  transaction.”.  Now  that 
we  know  the  correct  lot,  it  is  obvious  that  I  overstated.  In  my  defense,  however, 
it  should  be  observed  that  in  1 863,  when  the  house  trade  was  accomplished,  Lot 
No.  1058  may  well  have  been  larger  than  is  indicated  by  BLUE  on  the  map. 
You  will  notice  that  the  adjoining  Lot  No.  1054  is  comprised  of  three  distinct 
parcels,  designated  as  1054, 1054/12,  and  1054/13.  It  is  entirely  possible  that  at 
the  time  of  the  trade  one  or  both  of  parcels  1054/12  and  1054/13  were  a  part  of 
the  Gudemann  Lot  No.  1058;  and  that  they  had  been  transferred  to  the  Glatt 
family  at  some  time  prior  to  when  the  map  was  made. 

A  factor  that  makes  it  so  difficult  to  interpret  the  size  of  a  given  parcel  is 
their  ambiguous  measuring  system.  For  instance,  in  the  contract  they  refer  to  “a 
quarter  measure  vegetable  garden  and  herb  garden”,  “  1 5  rods  of  vegetable  and 
herb  garden”,  and  “25  rods  of  vegetable  garden  behind  the  field  next  to  the 
property  belonging  to  Barthlin  Glatt.”.  Could  the  latter  refer  to  Parcel  1 054/12? 
Indeed,  we  know  that,  in  time,  Barthlin  Glatt  acquired  the  entire  Lot  No.  1054. 

After  the  1863  trade,  Johann  Georg  Gudemann  and  his  wife,  Anna  Eva 
Trefzer,  moved  into  the  straw-roofed  house  (page  22-11)  on  Lot  No.  1069, 
where  he  died  in  1 893.  His  cousin  Ernestine  Barbara  Zeiher  and  her  husband, 
Karl  Friedrich  Renk,  inherited  the  house  and  lived  in  it  with  their  children  until 
1 896  when  they  sold  it  to  the  Nagelin  family  of  Kiimberg.  They  overlooked  no 
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detail  in  the  sales  contract.  The  seller  retained  the  growing  potatoes  and  the  fruit 
on  the  trees  and  reserved  the  right  to  live  in  the  house  until  November  15,1 896. 
Thus,  the  Renks  lived  there  less  than  four  years  after  inheriting  the  property.  I 
suspect,  however,  that  the  Renks  had  lived  with  the  Gudemann  couple  as  early 
as  1882  when  they  had  their  first  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  were  bom  in 
Kiimberg,  The  Renk  family  name  had  no  presence  in  Kiimberg  prior  to  this 
family  and  has  had  none  since  1 896  when  the  Renks  sold  the  house. 
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Chapter 

®%trtp-Ctoo 


Verena  (Gudemann)  Greiner’s  Descendants 


err  Siegfried  Schmidt,  the  Ortvorsteher  (commissioner)  of 
iKiimberg,  has  assumed  the  task  of  writing  a  history  of 
Kumberg  in  preparation  for  the  celebration  of  Kumberg’ s 
600th  anniversary  in  the  year  2001  or  2002.  When  Frau  Buhler  informed  him 
that  Maria  and  I  were  in  town  and  that  I  had  written  a  book,  a  major  part  of 
which  pertains  to  Kumberg,  he  indicated  an  immediate  interest  in  meeting  us, 
and,  of  course,  I  was  eager  for  the  opportunity  to  leam  from  him  whatever  I 
could,  especially  anything  that  he  might  know  about  the  history  of  Lot  No.  1058 
where  the  Gudemann  family  had  lived. 


Note:  Herr  Siegfried  Schmidt,  the  commissioner  of  Kumberg,  from  a 
Hasel  Schmidt  family,  and  Albert  Schmidt,  of  Lot  No.  1024,  from  a  Raitbach 
Schmidt  family,  are  related,  but  not  through  their  Schmidt  name.  The 
commissioner’s  mother,  Hilda  Glatt  (1926),  and  Albert  Schmidt  (1922)  are 
second  cousins,  their  common  ancestors  being  Jacob  Friedrich  Glatt  (1830)  and 
Anna  Maria  Sutterlin  (1830),  married  in  Kumberg  in  1853. 

It  was  not  long  after  we  arrived  at  the  commissioner’s  home  that  the 
conversation  led  to  the  subject  of  our  discovery  earlier  in  the  day:  that  the 
Gudemann  and  Greiner  families  had  lived  on  Lot  No.  1058.  I  asked  whether  it 
might  be  at  all  possible  to  obtain  a  photo  of  the  old  house  before  it  had  been  tom 
down.  I  had  asked  the  right  person  -  -  Herr  Schmidt  knew  exactly  whom  to 
contact.  He  immediately  telephoned  Herr  Artur  and  Frau  Elfriede  Ilse  (Greiner) 
Sutter  of  Langenau  (adjoining  Schopfheim  to  the  northwest)  and  arranged  for  a 
meeting  the  following  day. 

After  the  telephone  call,  Herr  Schmidt  explained  that  the  Sutters  had  lived 
on  Lot  No.  1 058  before  they  built  their  new  house  in  Langenau;  that  Frau  Sutter 
was  bom  a  Greiner;  and  that,  quoting  Frau  Sutter,  her  great-great-grandmother 
was  a  Gudemann.  This  last  statement  really  puzzled  me.  The  only  male  who 
was  in  a  position  to  carry  down  the  name  of  this  Greiner  family  was  Ernst 
Friedrich  Greiner  (1859),  the  grandson  of  Johannes  Greiner  (1794)  and  Verena 
Gudemann  (1788).  After  searching  through  microfilm  rolls  which  were  rented 
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from  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  (Mormons)  Family  History 
Library,  I  had  failed  to  find  a  record  that  Ernst  Friedrich  Greiner  had  ever 
married.  To  now  learn  that  a  Greiner  now  living  in  Langenau  whose  great-great- 
grandmother  was  a  Gudemann  had  lived  on  Lot  No.  1058  explains  my 
puzzlement. 

The  mystery  was  cleared  up  the  next  day  soon  after  we  arrived  at  the 
Sutter’s  home  accompanied  by  Herr  Siegfried  Schmidt.  Frau  Sutter  explained 
that  she  is  a  granddaughter  of  Ernst  Friedrich  Greiner  (1859).  So,  contrary  to  my 
statement  on  page  21-6  that  “only  the  third  child,  Ernst  Friedrich,  bom  in  1859, 
was  left  to  carry  down  the  Greiner  name;  but,  although  he  lived  to  adulthood,  he 
never  married.”,  he  did,  in  fact,  marry.  Subsequent  research  revealed  that  he  had 
actually  married  twice,  with  both  marriage  records  having  eluded  me.  His  first 
marriage  was  in  1 889  to  Emma  Keller  ( 1 867)  of  Dossenbach,  with  whom  he  had 
three  children:  Maria  (1890),  Ernst  (1891)  and  Emma  (1895).  In  1896,  three 
months  after  her  third  child  was  bom,  the  mother  died.  Less  than  a  year  later, 
Ernst  Friedrich  married  Frieda  Keller  (1875)  of  Dossenbach,  a  sister  of  his  first 
wife,  with  whom  he  had  a  son  Max  in  1898.  After  this  child  died,  they  had  a 
second  son  in  1901,  also  named  Max,  who  would  become  the  father  of  Elfriede 
(Greiner)  Sutter. 

On  March  14,  1889,  were  married: 

Husband:  Ernst  Friedrich  Greiner 

A  farmer  in  Kurnberg  who  was  born  on  November  20,  1859,  whose 
parents  are  Joh.  Greiner,  deceased,  a  farmer  in  Kurnberg,  and  A. 

Maria  Siitterlin. 

Wife:  Emma  Keller 

Who  was  born  November  30,  1867  in  Dossenbach,  whose  parents 
are  Friedr.  Keller,  a  farmer  in  Dossenbach,  and  A  Kath.  Maier . 
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On  April  8,  1897,  were  married: 

Husband:  Ernst  Friedrich  Greiner 

A  farmer  in  Kiirnberg  who  was  born  on  November  20,  1859,  whose 
parents  are  Johann  Greiner,  a  farmer  in  Kiirnberg,  and  Anna  Maria 
Sutter  l  in. 

Wife:  Frieda  Keller 

Who  was  born  on  April  4,  1875,  in  Dossenbach,  whose  parents  are 
Friedrich  Keller,  a  farmer  from  Nordschwaben,  and  Katharina 
Maier,  deceased. 

Frau  Sutter  gave  me  information  about  her  lineage  which  connects  her  with 
Johannes  Gudemann  and  Verena  Tschiidin  (page  2-21),  the  parents  of  Verena 
Giidemann,  Fritz’s  aunt. 
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JOHANNES  GUDEMANN 

a  farmer  and  a  citizen  of  Kurnberg. 

Born:  January  28, 1755,  in  Kurnberg. 

Died:  May  17, 1827,  in  Kurnberg. 

Married:  September  7,  1782,  to: 

VERENATSCHUDIN 

of  Maulburg. 

Born:  February  11, 1750,  in  Maulburg. 

Died:  August  27,  1812,  in  Kurnberg. 

Children: 

Friedrich  -  September  30, 1782,  to  April  5, 1828. 
Verena  -  September  8, 1788,  to  November  28, 1849. 
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VERENA  GUDEMANN 

of  Kurnberg. 

Born:  September  8,  1788,  in  Kurnberg. 

Died:  November  28,  1849,  in  Kurnberg. 

Married:  February  3,  1822,  to: 

JOHANNES  GREINER 

of  Schweigmatt,  a  tailor. 

Born:  June  3,  1794,  in  Schweigmatt. 

Died:  December  2,  1867,  in  Kurnberg. 

Children: 

Johannes  -  March  29,  1822,  to  March  13,  1871. 

Georg  Friedrich  -  March  28,  1823,  to  August  16,  1823. 

Jakob  Friedrich  -  July  13,  1824,  to  May  2,  1854,  a  farm  laborer  in 

Fahrnau,  never  married. 

Maria  Verena  -  October  5,  1826,  to  February  7,  1831. 

Johann  Georg  -  August  17,  1828,  to  February  23,  1831  (a  twin). 

Maria  Barbara  -  August  17,  1828,  to  August  7,  1888  (a  twin), 

married  Barthlin  Linsin  of  Hasel  and  died  in 
Fahrnau. 
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JOHANNES  GREINER 

a  tailor  in  Kurnberg. 

Born:  March  29,  1822,  in  Kurnberg. 

Died:  March  13,  1871,  in  Kurnberg. 

Married:  February  24,  1856,  to: 

ANNA  MARIA  SUTTERLIN 

of  Kurnberg. 

Born:  March  15,  1826,  in  Kurnberg. 

Died:  July  17,  1896,  in  Weil  am  Rhine 

Children: 

Anna  Maria:  October  17,  1856,  to  November  1,  1856. 

Anna  Maria:  December  1,  1857  to  ??,  married  Gustav  Schneider 
of  Weil  am  Rhine. 

Ernst  Friedrich  -  November  20,  1859,  to  November  27,  1927. 

Note  1 :  Anna  Maria  Sutterlin  ( 1 826)  was  the  second  daughter  of  Johann  Georg 
(a  stone  mason)  and  Anna  Maria  (Wehrer)  Sutterlin  who  was  named  Anna 
Maria.  The  first  Anna  Maria  was  bom  on  June  5,  1 825,  and  died  14  days  later. 
Inexplicably,  in  the  record  of  her  death  in  Schopfheim  she  is  listed  as  Anna 
Catharina  Sutterlin.  It  may  be  significant  that  her  Godmother  was  Maria 
Catharina  Arzet  (the  daughter  of  the  mayor  of  Hausen). 

Note  2:  A  search  in  the  Schopfheim  records,  failed  to  reveal  when  Anna  Maria 
(Sutterlin)  Greiner  (1826)  died.  Her  daughter,  Anna  Maria  Greiner  (1857), 
married  Gustav  Schneider  of  Weil  am  Rhine,  Germany.  Weil  is  14  miles 
southwest  of  Kurnberg  at  the  point  where  Germany,  France,  and  Switzerland 
meet.  I  surmised  that  Anna  Maria  may  have  died  in  Weil  where  her  daughter 
lived.  A  search  of  the  Weil  church  records  proved  my  hunch  to  be  valid. 
Apparently,  after  she  sold  her  house  in  Kurnberg  to  her  son  Ernst  Friedrich  in 
1891,  she  moved  to  Weil  to  live  with  her  daughter. 
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ERNST  FRIEDRICH  GREINER 

of  Kurnberg. 

Born:  November  20,  1859. 

Died:  November  27,  1927. 

Married:  April  8,  1897,  (second  marriage)  to: 

FRIEDA  KELLER 

of  Dossenbach. 

Born:  April  4,  1875,  in  Dossenbach. 

Died:  December  1,  1947,  in  Kurnberg. 

Children: 

Max  -  Feb.  16,  1898  to  May  27,  1899. 

Max  -  June  1 0,  1 901 ,  to  May  9,  1 982. 
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MAX  GREINER 

of  Kurnberg. 

Born:  June  10,  1901,  in  Kurnberg. 

Died:  May  9,  1982,  in  Kurnberg. 

Married:  November  1,  1928,  to: 

ROSA  ASAL 

of  Dossenbach. 

Born:  August  3,  1907,  in  Dossenbach. 
Died:  January  7,  1975,  in  Kurnberg. 

Children: 

Rolf,  Max  -  born  January  7,  1930. 

Heinz,  Georg  -  born  October  21,  1934. 
Elfriede  Use  -  born  November  16,  1942. 
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ELFRIEDE  ILSE  GREINER 

of  Kurnberg. 

Born:  November  16,  1942,  in  Kurnberg. 

Married:  March  16,  1963,  to: 

ARTUR  SUTTER 

of  the  Sattlehof. 

Born:  September  26,  1937,  in  the  Sattlehof. 

Children: 

Martin  -  born  December  22,  1963. 

Karin  -  born  February  13,  1970. 

Note:  Martin  (1963)  married  Irene  Greiner  (1964)  with  whom  he  has 
one  son,  Paul  Lucas  (1996). 
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Frau  Sutter  estimates  that  the  house  on  Lot  No.  1058  was  about  200  years 
old  when  it  was  tom  down  in  1960.  It  had  two  entrances,  one  in  front  and 
another  in  the  rear.  Presumably,  the  Gudemann  family  used  one  entrance  and 
the  Greiners  the  other.  It  appears  that  four  generations  of  Gudemanns  and  six 
generations  of  Greiners  lived  in  the  house.  The  Sutters  had  a  photo  of  the  old 
house  and,  also,  a  photo  of  her  grandparents,  Ernst  Friedrich  and  Frieda  (Keller) 
Greiner,  copies  of  which  she  kindly  gave  me. 

Note:  Unfortunately,  we  lack  photos  of  Fritz  and  Anna  Maria  Gudemann, 
my  great-grandparents.  In  obedience  to  the  Biblical  command,  “Thou  shalt  not 
make  unto  thee  any  graven  images”,  they  objected  to  photos.  It  was  only  in  the 
last  years  of  his  life  that  my  grandfather,  David  Gudeman  of  Francesville, 
Indiana,  reluctantly  permitted  a  few  rare  home  movies  to  be  taken  of  him.  It 
should  be  pointed  out  that  the  Apostolic  Christian  Church  no  longer  disapproves 
of  family  photos. 

Frau  Elfriede  (Greiner)  Sutter  and  her  two  brothers  were  bom  in  the  old 
house.  In  1956,  the  family  moved  into  a  new,  detached  house  next  to  the  old 
house  and  a  connected  bam.  In  1 960,  most  of  the  old  house  was  tom  down,  but 
the  lower  exterior  walls  were  left  intact,  and  the  bam  was  expanded  into  the 
space  where  the  house  had  stood.  Herr  Artur  and  Frau  Elfriede  Sutter  built  a 
new  house  in  Langenau,  to  where  they  and  their  children  moved  in  1987.  Rolf 
Greiner  continued  to  live  in  Kiimberg  until  he  sold  Lot  No.  1058  in  1993. 

The  Dobeln  couple  who  acquired  the  ground  floor  of  the  old  house  on  Lot 
No.  1058  in  1863  were  an  interesting  couple,  to  say  the  least.  Anna  Maria 
Schmidt  had  an  illegitimate  daughter,  Anna  Maria,  in  1 856;  another  illegitimate 
daughter,  Frieda,  in  1861;  and  a  third  illegitimate  child,  a  son  named  Albert,  in 
June  1863.  It  appears  that,  with  the  birth  of  her  third  child,  she  decided  it  was 
about  time  to  get  married  and  set  up  housekeeping.  So,  in  September  1863, 
three  months  after  her  third  child  was  bom,  she  married  Jacob  Dobeln,  with 
whom  she  acquired  the  ground  floor  of  the  house  on  Lot  No.  1058  in  December 
of  the  same  year.  They  had  a  legitimate  daughter,  Louisa,  in  1865;  another 
daughter,  Lina,  in  1868  (who  had  her  own  illegitimate  son,  Wilhelm,  in  1887); 
and  a  son,  Hermann,  in  1 874.  All  their  children  were  bom  in  Kiimberg.  We  can 
assume  that  they  continued  to  occupy  the  old  house  at  least  until  1 874,  when 
their  last  child  was  bom.  I  can  imagine  that  there  were  a  few  stressful  moments 
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Ernst  Friedrich  Greiner 
of  Kurnberg  with  his 
second  wife,  Frieda  Keller. 


Elfriede  Ilse  (Greiner)  Sutter  of  Kurnberg/Langenau 
and  David  J.  Gudeman,  distant  cousins. 


32-11 


/ 


with  the  two  families  sharing  the  kitchen,  yet.  In  any  event,  at  some  point  in 
time,  the  Greiner  family  gained  full  ownership  of  Lot  No.  1 058,  and  the  Dobelns 
disappeared  from  the  Kiimberg  scene.  Incidentally,  I  wonder  for  how  many 
years  Johann  Georg  Giidemann  continued  to  discharge  his  open-ended 
commitment:  “Giidemann  agrees  to  supply  the  wood  for  the  stove  in  the 
kitchen.”  (Page  22-5). 

On  our  1997  trip  to  Europe,  we  also  visited  Roger  Giidemann  of 
Oerlingen,  Switzerland,  a  fifth  cousin  of  Frau  Elfriede  (Greiner)  Sutter.  He 
graciously  took  time  off  from  his  responsibilities  as  postmaster  of  Andelfingen 
and  was  an  excellent  guide  for  four  days  of  sightseeing.  The  first  day  was  spent 
around  Oerlingen,  including  the  Rhine  River  valley  and  the  northern  regions  of 
Canton  Ziirich  and  Canton  Thurgau.  We  then  took  a  three  day  train  trip  from 
Andelfingen  to  Zermatt  to  St.  Moritz  and  return  to  Andelfingen.  The  segment 
from  Zermatt  to  St.  Moritz,  known  as  the  Glacier  Express,  is,  arguably,  the  most 
scenic  train  ride  in  the  world. 

Roger  was  eminently  qualified  to  be  our  guide.  He  discharged  his 
compulsory  Swiss  military  service  as  a  Gebirgfusilier  (a  mountain  ski  trooper)  in 
the  Swiss  High  Mountain  Infantry  and  has  climbed  many  of  the  highest  peaks 
and  skied  on  most  of  the  advanced  slopes  in  Switzerland.  In  addition,  he  is  very 
familiar  with  the  Swiss  Railway  System,  a  modem  day  marvel. 

He  gave  us  a  photo  of  his  grandfather,  Johann  Georg  Giidemann  (1866), 
who,  as  mentioned  on  page  21-2,  left  Kiimberg  in  1885  and  settled  in  Ziirich, 
Switzerland,  where  he  worked  out  of  his  house  as  a  tailor. 
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Johann  Georg  Gudemann  (1866),  Roger’s  grandfather, 
of  Kiirnberg/Zurich  with  his  wife  and  children. 


Roger  Gudemann  of  Oerlingen,  Switzerland,  with 
David  J.  and  Maria  Gudeman,  distant  cousins. 
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Chapter 
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Prominent  Families  of  Kurnberg 
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he  history  of  any  group  is,  except  for  events  known  as  “acts  of 
God”,  really  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  narrative  of  the 
activities  of  that  group.  The  intention  of  this  chapter  is  to 
provide  sketches  of  a  few  families  which  had  major  impacts  on  the  history  of 
Kiimberg,  with,  perhaps,  the  central  theme  being  to  explore  the  question  of  why 
the  Giidemanns,  the  leading  family  in  1 600,  had  completely  disappeared  from 
the  Kurnberg  scene  300  years  later.  Indeed,  I  debated  with  myself  as  to  whether 
or  not  to  entitle  this  chapter  the  “Vanishing  Giidemanns  of  Kurnberg”. 


By  1600,  although  rivaled  by  the  Bauwarts,  the  Giidemann  family  was 
quite  clearly  the  leading  one  in  Kiimberg  in  both  influence  and  numbers. 
However,  the  Giidemanns  were  probably  not  the  first  to  settle  at  the  spot  which 
would  become  the  village  of  Kiimberg.  A  document  of  1503  identifies  a  few 
other  families,  none  of  which  would  have  an  enduring  presence  in  Kiimberg, 
who  lived  there  at  that  time. 


The  honorable  citizens  Hans  Klein  and  Hans  Bieg  from  Kiimberg  are 
selling  three  acres  of  mountain  pasture,  located  on  one  side  next  to  the 
Schlierbach  near  Greissisholz  and  on  the  other  side  next  to  Uli  from 
Kiimberg’ s  farm,  to  the  Kilchmayer  [church  manager]  Hans  Plunder.  He  is 
the  manager  of  the  St.  Agathen  kirche  [church]  of  Fahmau.  The  land  is 
sold  for  the  amount  of  12  Schilling,  good  Basel  currency.  Also  one  and  a 
half  acres  of  mountain  pasture  here  on  the  Schlierbach  and  the  Fahmau 
forest  between  Uli  from  Kiimberg  and  the  St.  Agathen  farm  estate. 

All  this  has  occurred  before  the  good  judge  and  in  the  court,  agreed  upon 
verbally  and  in  writing  and  with  all  other  necessary  security,  which  thus 
makes  it  legal  and  thus  falls  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  of  the  country 
which  is  also  the  law  and  custom  in  Fahmau. 

This  agreement  was  made  in  the  presence  of  the  below  listed  witnesses,  the 
honorable  Peter  Schwab,  Hans  Andreas,  Lienhart  Ritzmann,  Heinrich 
Wagner,  Konrad  Raz,  Blasi  Utz  and  many  other  honorable  people.  And 
now,  the  following  about  the  actual  document.  I,  Hans  Hockly,  property 
manager  for  the  Lords  of  Rottelen  at  Schopfen,  have  placed  my  public  seal 
on  this  document  for  it  was  agreed  upon  in  front  of  the  above  mentioned 
judge  and  court  by  both  parties.  My  Lord,  myself,  and  my  heirs  forever  are 
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in  no  way  liable  for  anything  relating  to  the  above.  Said  and  done  on 
Monday  after  the  holiday  of  St.  Vinzenz  of  Saragossa,  the  22nd  of  January 
in  the  year  which  we  count  fifteen  hundred  and  three  years. 

The  till  from  Kumberg  who  was  a  part  of  this  transaction  is  one  and  the 
same  as  Egerten  Uli  about  whom  an  historian  wrote  many  years  later  as  follows: 

In  Hebei’s  play,  The  Mayor  of  Schopfheim ,  Egerten  Uli  from  down  there 
near  Fahmau  plays  the  role  of  a  miser,  who  perishes  from  his  own 
greediness.  In  the  play.  The  Mayor  of  Schopfheim ,  the  following  is  said: 

Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  farmer  on  the  Egerte,  near 
Fahmau  who  had  a  house  and  a  bam,  cows  and  bulls,  and  there 
was  not  one  drop  of  water  wasted  there.  And  on  the  pasture 
from  Fahmau  all  the  way  to  his  house,  Uli  mowed  off  every 
inch  of  grass  and  took  the  hay  to  the  Egerte.  I  don’t  know  of 
any  other  man  like  him  anywhere  else  in  the  world.  He  became 
this  way  when  he  lived  in  the  French  part  of  Switzerland. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Uli  from  Kumberg,  mentioned  in  the  above 
document,  is  the  same  Uli  as  Hebei’s  Egerten  Uli  in  The  Mayor  of 
Schopfheim.  Since  at  one  time  a  land  boundary  settlement  between 
Fahmau  and  Kumberg  occurred,  it  is  therefore  possible  that  at  that  time 
Egerten  already  was  part  of  the  Kumberg  district. 

Greediness  and  avarice  are  poor  character  qualities.  For  a  short  time  they 
can  be  of  advantage,  but  people  that  have  those  character  flaws  are  never 
satisfied  and  happy.  They  are  always  afraid  that  one  day  they  might  not 
have  enough  of  things.  Today  there  are  people  like  that  living  in  Fahmau, 
most  of  the  time  they  too  find  an  inglorious  end. 

Uli  is  shown  to  us  as  an  example  by  Hebei.  Uli  had  to  die  from  his  avarice. 

He  was  buried  in  the  Fahmau  cemetery  and  no  trace  remains  of  his  grave. 

His  farm  doesn’t  exist  anymore  either. 

I  am  sure  he  is  spooking  around  as  a  ghost.  But  they  say  that  another  one 
got  him,  and  at  that  time  there  was  talk  of  a  roaming  bloodthirsty  boar.  If 
you  come  home  from  the  quarry  at  night,  and  if  you  have  had  something  to 
drink,  and  you  see  a  boar  with  a  bloody  wound,  get  out  of  his  way.  It  is 
Egerten  Uli  for  sure. 
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Yes,  he  is  still  haunting  the  area  today,  that  Uli.  Augusti  and  Frieder,  the 
wild  boar  hunters,  had  hunted  a  boar  back  in  1950  on  the  Egerte  and  shot 
it,  and  then  the  boar  dropped  to  the  ground.  The  young  men  stood  around 
the  boar  and  took  a  good  look  at  it.  But  when  Augusti  and  Frieder,  the 
boar  hunters,  came  and  wanted  to  give  it  its  death  stab,  the  boar  jumped  up 
and  as  fast  as  it  could,  it  ran  into  the  Holderbode  forest  and  disappeared. 

The  Uhlin  family,  probably  descendants  of  this  Egerten  Uli,  still  have  a 
scattered  presence  through  much  of  the  South  Black  Forest,  especially  in  the 
Gersbach  region,  only  four  miles  northeast  of  Kumberg.  For  instance,  Karl 
Albert  Greiner  (1880)  of  Raitbach  married  Linda  Uhlin  (1883),  daughter  of 
Wilhelm  Uhlin  of  Gersbach,  in  1906,  after  which  the  couple  moved  to  Kumberg 
where  they  had  two  children.  Also,  Anna  Uhlin  (1743)  of  Gersbach  married 
Johann  Jakob  Gudemann  (1735)  of  Langenau  in  1764  in  Gersbach. 

By  1605,  when  records  were  first  kept  by  the  Schopfheim  church,  the 
Gudemann  family  had  become  so  important  that  few  children  were  bom  who  did 
not  have  at  least  one  Gudemann  Godparent,  and  in  some  instances  all  the 
Godparents  were  Gudemanns.  Also,  the  earliest  recorded  mayor  of  Kumberg  in 
1636  was  Bartholomaus  Gudemann,  married  to  Maria  Bussmannin. 

The  decline  of  the  Gudemann  family  was  really  exacerbated  during  the 
years  of  the  devastating  Thirty  Years’  War,  1618  to  1648,  coincident  with  a 
serious  Black  Death  plague.  Indeed,  at  least  one  Gudemann  from  Kumberg  was 
included  in  a  list  in  Schopfheim  of  Black  Death  victims  in  1630.  We  have  no 
way  of  knowing  to  just  what  extent  the  Gudemann  family  was  decimated 
because  conditions  were  so  chaotic  that  it  was  not  possible  to  keep  complete 
death  records.  Children  were  especially  victimized,  the  stark  reality  of  which  is 
revealed  by  the  few  number  of  marriages  from  1636  to  1680,  years  in  which 
children  bom  during  the  war  would  normally  marry.  Prior  to  the  war  and 
eighteen  years  into  it  there  were  frequent  Gudemann  marriages.  However,  from 
1636,  when  Bartholomaus  Gudemann  married  Kiinigunda  Glattin,  until  1680, 
when  Ulrich  Gudemann  married  Catharina  Schneiderin  (page  2-18),  only  one 
Gudemann  marriage  took  place  in  Kumberg,  that  being  in  1656  when  Claus 
Gudemann  married  Margaretha  Breitenmoserin. 

In  spite  of  the  cruel  hardships,  two  branches  of  the  Gudemann  family  did 
emerge  from  the  war  years,  one  headed  by  Claus  (1632)  and  the  other  by  Ulrich 
(1649). 
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Giidemann  young  men  would  usually  go  out  of  Kiimberg  to  find  their 
brides.  However,  this  custom  was  breached  when,  in  1726,  Johann  Gudemann 
(1699)  of  Claus’  branch  married  Margaretha  Gudemann  (1684)  of  Ulrich’s 
branch.  Only  one  child,  a  daughter  named  Catharina  (1727),  was  bom  to  this 
union,  a  young  lady  that  was  destined  to  marry  into  two  other  prominent 
Kiimberg  families,  the  Glatt  and  Stolz  families.  Her  Glatt  marriage  would  prove 
to  be  a  most  strategic  one  in  the  history  of  Kiimberg  and,  especially,  the  Glatt 
family. 

Johann  Gudemann  (1699),  the  father  of  Catharina  (1727),  was  a  member 
of  a  noteworthy  family  (or  would  notorious  be  a  better  word?).  Johann’s  sister 
Catharina  (1687)  was  illegitimate,  and  his  father,  Johann  (1658),  was  declared  to 
be  “a  terrible  blasphemer”  (page  20-1 1).  His  cousin  Barthlin  (1693)  fathered  an 
illegitimate  son,  Johann  Georg  (1715),  after  which  he  married  Margaretha 
Greinerin  of  Kiimberg.  They  had  three  more  children,  and  then  Barthlin 
disappeared,  never  to  be  heard  from  again  (page  20-12).  On  the  other  hand,  one 
brother  of  Johann  (1699),  Georg  (1694),  became  the  respected  patriarch  of  a 
large  family  when  he  moved  to  Kehrengraben  and  married  a  widow  with  two 
children,  with  whom  he  had  eight  children  of  his  own  (page  20-2).  Georg’ s  exit 
from  Kiimberg  was  to  be  followed  by  many  more  Giidemann  departures  from 
Kiimberg.  The  last  birth  in  Kiimberg  which  involved  a  Giidemann  was  in  1 897, 
when  Jakob  Sanger  and  Emilie  Gudemann  (1871),  related  to  Roger  Gudemann 
of  Oerlingen,  Switzerland,  had  a  daughter,  Hulta  Anna.  It  was  strictly  a  family 
affair,  with  all  the  Godparents  being  siblings  of  Emilie.  One  had  already  moved 
to  Basel,  Switzerland,  another  had  moved  to  Malburg,  and  the  third  was  a 
factory  worker  in  Fahmau.  After  this  birth,  all  that  remained  for  the  Giidemann 
name  to  disappear  completely  from  Kiimberg  was  for  Roger’s  great-grandfather, 
Johann  Georg  (1828),  to  die  there  in  1901. 

The  void  left  by  the  decline  of  the  Gudemann  family  was  filled  by  other 
families  who  moved  into  Kiimberg  and  multiplied.  Foremost  among  them  has  to 
be  the  Glatt  family.  As  early  as  1636,  Bartholomaus  Giidemann  (1601),  mayor 
of  Kiimberg  and  widower  of  Maria  Bussmannin  of  Raitbach,  married  Kiinigunda 
Glattin.  But  it  was  not  until  1 640  that  the  first  Glatt  family  unit  was  established 
in  Kiimberg,  when  Jacob  Glatt  married  Barbara  Gudemann  of  Kiimberg.  He 
was  a  respected  citizen  of  the  region,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was 
called  upon  in  1668  to  help  resolve  a  dispute  between  Schopfheim  and  Fahmau 
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involving  the  rights  to  a  water  well.  He  died  in  1677  as  mayor  ofKiimberg,  after 
which  his  widow  married  Andreas  Greiner  of  Schweigmatt  the  following  year. 
The  second  Glatt  family  to  be  formed  in  Kumberg  was  in  1645,  when  Georg 
Glatt  married  Elizabeth  Walliserin,  who  died  in  1 654,  after  which  Georg  married 
Ann  (illegible)  of  Weitenau  three  months  later.  None  of  the  earliest  Glatt 
families  produced  progeny  that  carried  the  Glatt  name  down  for  more  than  one 
or  two  generations. 

The  Glatt  who  was  destined  to  become  the  patriarch  of  the  largest  and 
most  influential  Glatt  family  in  Kumberg  was  Johannes,  bom  in  Eichen  in  1 654. 
He  moved  to  Kumberg  and  married  Magdalena  Schneiderin  (1650)  of  Raitbach 
in  1 684,  with  whom  he  had  three  children.  Five  months  after  the  third  child  was 
bom  in  1690,  Magdalena  died.  Four  months  later,  Johannes  married  Anna 
Schneiderin  (1664)  of  Fahmau,  with  whom  he  had  four  more  children,  none  of 
whom  carried  the  Glatt  name  down  in  Kumberg  beyond  that  generation. 

It  was  progeny  of  Johannes’  first  marriage  who  would  come  to  play  such  a 
huge  part  in  Kiimberg’ s  history.  Bartholomaus  (1685),  the  only  son  of  that 
marriage,  married  Verena  Bauartin  of  Wiechs  in  1723,  with  whom  he  had  only 
one  child,  a  son  Johannes  (1725).  It  was  not  until  this  Johannes  married 
Catharina  Giidemann  (1727),  with  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  one  stillborn 
daughter,  that  the  place  of  the  Glatt  name  in  Kiimberg’ s  history  was  secured. 
From  this  time  on,  all  the  members  of  this  large  Glatt  family  ofKiimberg  would 
be  descendants  of  Catharina,  the  one  whose  parents  were  from  each  branch  of 
the  two  Giidemann  families  in  Kiimberg.  Johannes  (1725)  died  at  the  age  of  37, 
leaving  Catharina  with  two  sons  to  raise.  She  married  Martin  Stolz  (1740)  five 
years  later,  with  whom  she  had  only  one  child,  a  daughter  Catharina  (1768), 
bom  three  months  after  the  marriage. 

The  two  sons  of  Catharina’ s  first  marriage  were  Johannes  (1749)  and 
Bartholomaus  (1750),  whose  line  was  short  lived.  He  married  Maria  Laisin 
(1752)  of  the  Sattlehof  in  1780,  with  whom  he  had  three  children,  one  of  whom 
was  a  son  Barthlin  (1793).  Barthlin  married  Anna  Catharina  Glatt  (1798)  in 
1821,  with  whom  he  had  three  children,  a  stillborn  child,  a  son  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eight,  and  a  daughter  who  grew  to  adulthood.  Anna  Catharina  died  in 
1826  in  the  birth  of  her  stillborn  child.  Thirteen  years  later,  Barthlin  married 
Walburg  Metzger  ( 1 8 1 1 )  of  Hiitten,  with  whom  he  had  three  children,  only  one 
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of  whom  was  a  son  who  died  in  infancy.  One  daughter  of  the  marriage  did  have 
a  son  out  of  wedlock,  but  he  died  the  following  year.  Thus  ended  the  Glatt  line 
of  Bartholomaus,  bom  in  1750. 

The  descendants  of  the  older  brother,  Johannes  (1749),  were  prodigious; 
and  it  is  this  family  which  had  a  most  important  role  in  Kiimberg’ s  history. 
Johannes  married  Magdalena  Rotzlerin  (1755)  of  Kiimberg  in  1 774,  with  whom 
he  had  ten  children,  of  whom  three  were  sons,  each  of  whom  had  a  least  one 
son.  The  line  of  this  Glatt  family  continued  in  Kiimberg  through  1926,  when 
Hilda,  the  mother  of  Siegfried  Schmidt,  Ortsvorsteher  of  Kiimberg,  was  bom  to 
Albert  Friedrich  Glatt  and  Hilda  Luise  Grether  (1899)  of  Raitbach. 

Considering  the  customs  of  the  times,  this  large  Glatt  family  had  few 
irregularities  in  its  history.  However,  a  grandson  of  Johannes  (1749),  Jacob 
Friedrich  (1830),  did  father  a  daughter  out  of  wedlock  with  Anna  Maria  Sutterlin 
(1830)  in  1 85 1 .  They  got  married  two  and  one-half  years  later  and  went  on  to 
have  thirteen  more  children,  the  first  of  whom  was  bom  a  month  after  the 
marriage. 

Another  Glatt  family  first  appeared  on  the  Kiimberg  scene  in  1 826,  when 
Johann  Georg  Glatt  of  the  Sattlehof  married  Verena  Trefzer  (1799)  of  Kiimberg. 
Verena,  it  might  be  noted,  was  the  mother  of  Anna  Eva,  bom  out  of  wedlock  in 
1 820,  who  married  Johann  Georg  Giidemann  in  1 844  (page  2-10).  V erena  had  a 
second  illegitimate  child,  Johann  Friedrich,  in  1823.  After  they  finally  decided 
to  get  married,  Johann  Georg  and  Verena  had  five  more  children.  In  two 
generations,  the  family  expanded  to  twenty  grandchildren,  with  Christian  (183 1) 
having  twelve  children  and  Johann  Friedrich  (1835)  having  eight  children. 

An  extraordinary  adoption  took  place  in  Kiimberg  in  1863  when  Johannes 
Glatt  (1822)  adopted  Johannes  Strutt,  bom  nine  years  earlier  in  1854.  He  was 
bom  illegitimately  in  Endenburg  to  Anna  Catharina  Strutt,  with  his  birth  being 
entered  in  the  records  at  the  Weitenau  Cloister.  When  he  was  finally  adopted  in 
1863,  Johannes  Glatt  acknowledged  that  he  was  the  father  of  the  boy,  and 
conferred  on  him  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  legitimately  bom  son.  The 
parents  were  married  the  day  before  the  adoption. 
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Another  very  important  name  in  the  history  of  Kiimberg  is  the  Greiner 
name.  You  will  notice  that  I  said  name,  not  family.  The  Greiner  name  in 
Kiimberg  stemmed  from  so  many  different  families  that  it  cannot  be  considered 
as  a  single  family. 

The  first  mention  of  a  Greiner  in  Kiimberg  was  in  1 632,  when  a  son  Hans 
was  bom  to  Hans  Jacob  Giidemann  and  Kunigunda  Greiner  of  Zell  (page  2-17). 
But  the  first  Greiner  family  unit  was  not  established  until  1678,  when  Christian 
Greiner  (1651)  of  Schweigmatt  moved  to  Kiimberg  and  married  Elizabeth 
Striibin  (1650).  That  the  Greiner  name  finally  appeared  in  Kiimberg  is  not  at  all 
surprising.  What  is  puzzling,  however,  is  that  it  took  so  long.  The  Greiners  were 
absolutely  ubiquitous  in  the  region  starting  within  one  mile  of  Kiimberg  to  the 
north. 


The  Christian  Greiner  (1651)  line  continued  in  Kiimberg  down  to  the  birth 
of  Emilia  in  1 852,  bom  to  Jakob  Friedrich  Greiner  (1827)  and  Anna  Magdalena 
Schaubhut  (1826)  of  Eichen.  But  not  to  worry.  Emilia  had  two  sons  who 
continued  to  carry  the  Greiner  name.  She  married  Wilhelm  August  Greiner 
(1852)  when  he  moved  to  Kiimberg  from  the  Sattlehof  in  1876. 

The  second  Greiner  family  in  Kiimberg  was  established  in  1780,  when 
Johannes  Greiner  (1755)  of  Raitbach  moved  to  Kiimberg  and  married  Anna 
Barbara  Greinerin  (1754)  of  Kiimberg,  the  daughter  of  Johann  Georg  Greiner 
and  Maria  Giidemann.  It  is  this  Johannes  who  built  the  house  on  Lot  No.  1 024. 
This  Greiner  family  name  continued  down  at  least  to  the  birth  of  Rudolf,  bom  in 
1867  to  Christian  Greiner  (1828)  and  Anna  Maria  Greiner  (1841).  Rudolf 
married  Elisa  Schmidt  (1869)  of  Raitbach  in  1896. 

Johannes  Greiner’s  move  into  Kiimberg  in  1780  seemed  to  trigger  a 
migration  of  Greiners  into  Kiimberg  from  the  north.  Following  his  move,  many 
more  Greiner  males  from  Raitbach,  the  Sattlehof,  and,  especially,  Schweigmatt, 
moved  to  Kiimberg  through  the  years.  We  can  surmise  that  their  moves  were 
motivated,  to  a  great  extent,  so  that  they  would  be  nearer  employment 
opportunities  in  factories  which  were  springing  up  in  Schopfheim  and  Fahmau 
with  the  advent  of  the  Industrial  Revolution  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  Up  to  this  time  the  Greiners  were  almost  exclusively  agrarian,  with  the 
name  being  almost  nonexistent  in  cities  such  as  Schopfheim  and  Lorrach. 
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The  Stolz  name  (originally  spelled  Stoltz)  first  surfaced  in  Kumberg  in 
1722.  One  has  to  wonder  why  it  took  so  long,  since  the  family  had  been  very 
prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Hasel,  less  than  two  miles  to  the  east.  With  its 
belated  appearance  in  Kumberg,  the  Stolz  family  never  rivaled  the  GUdemann, 
Glatt,  and  Greiner  families  in  numbers,  but  its  impact  on  Kttmberg  was  quite 
disproportionate  to  its  size. 

The  Stolz  debut  in  Kumberg  on  November  29,  1722,  a  red  letter  day  in 
Kumberg’ s  history,  was  an  auspicious  event,  when  two  Stolz  siblings  from 
Hasel,  in  a  double  ring  ceremony,  married  into  two  of  Kumberg’ s  leading 
families.  On  that  day,  Martin  Stolz  (1694),  the  son  of  Martin  Stolz  and 
Catharina  Geigerin  of  Hasel,  married  Margareta  Glatt  (1697),  the  daughter  of 
Johannes  Glatt  and  Anna  Schneiderin  of  Kumberg;  and  Anna  Barbara  Stolzin 
(1697),  sister  of  Martin  (1694),  married  Friedrich  Greiner  (1687),  the  son  of 
Christian  Greiner  and  Elizabeth  Strubin  of  Kumberg.  Although  the  mtroduction 
of  it  into  Kumberg  was  impressive,  the  endurance  of  the  Stolz  name  inKiimberg 
was  tenuous  for  the  next  several  generations. 

Martin  Stolz  (1694)  and  Margareta  Glatt  (1697)  had  seven  children,  three 
daughters  and  four  sons,  with  two  of  the  sons  dying  a  few  months  after  birth. 
Martin  (1740)  married  Catharina  Gudemann  (1727),  the  widow  of  Johannes 
Glatt  (1725).  They  had  only  one  child,  a  daughter  who  left  Kumberg  when  she 
married  Georg  Gebhardt  of  Schopfheim.  The  fourth  son,  Johann  Jacob  (1737), 
married  Anna  Laisin  of  the  Sattlehof,  in  1768.  They  had  one  daughter  and  three 
sons,  of  whom  only  one,  Martin  (1770),  carried  down  the  Stolz  name  to  the  next 

generation. 

Note:  Catharina  Gudemann  (1727)  (the  granddaughter  of  the  terrible 
blasphemer)  deserves  special  mention.  When  her  first  husband,  J ohanns  Glatt 
(1725)  died  in  1 762,  she  was  left  with  two  sons,  ages  twelve  and  thirteen,  to  rear 
on  her  own.  Five  years  later,  she  married  Martin  Stolz  (1740),  with  whom  she 
had  a  daughter  in  1768.  Martin  died  when  the  daughter  was  eleven  years  old, 
once  again  leaving  Catharina  to  rear  a  young  child  on  her  own.  Hard  times! 
Catharina  went  on  to  live  to  the  age  of  74,  when  she  died  in  1801. 

Martin  Stolz  (1770)  married  Margaretha  Greiner  (1765),  the  daughter  of 
Johann  Georg  Greiner  (1732)  and  Maria  Gudemann  (1734),  in  1798,  with  whom 
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he  had  only  one  child,  Barthlin  (1799),  making  him  the  only  one  to  carry  the 
Stolz  name  down  to  the  next  generation. 

Barthlin  Stolz  (1799)  married  Magdalena  Hanselman  (1806)  of  Eichen  in 
1825,  with  whom  he  had  two  daughters  and  three  sons.  The  Stolz  line  of  son 
Barthlin  (1836)  ended  with  the  birth  of  a  granddaughter,  Emilie,  in  1890.  The 
Stolz  line  of  son  Ernst  Friedrich  (1 847)  ended  with  the  birth  of  a  granddaughter, 
Anna  Maria,  in  1909.  Only  the  third  son,  Johann  Jacob  (1843),  had  male 
descendants  who  brought  the  Stolz  name  in  Kiimberg  down  to  1921,  when 
Wilhelm  Stolz  (1895)  and  Lina  Oswald  (1895)  of  Kirchhausen  had  a  son  Albert 
in  1921. 

The  Stolz  name  in  Kiimberg  tragically  ended  in  1941,  two  hundred 
nineteen  years  after  its  auspicious  debut  in  1722,  when  Albert  was  killed  in 
World  War  II  on  the  Russian  front. 

All  in  all,  although  births  out  of  wedlock  were  all  too  frequent,  the  family 
structure  in  Kiimberg  seems  to  have  been  very  stable,  with  divorces  unheard  of. 
Even  when  an  illegitimate  birth  did  occur,  the  young  man  would  almost  always 
do  the  honorable  thing  by  marrying  the  mother  and  supporting  the  child.  An 
exception  to  this  rule  did  occur,  however,  in  1852,  when  Anna  Maria  Stolz 
( 1 832),  daughter  of  Barthlin  Stolz  ( 1 799)  and  Magdalena  Hanselman  ( 1 806)  had 
an  illegitimate  daughter,  who  died  one  month  after  birth.  Anna  Maria  had 
another  daughter,  Maria,  out  of  wedlock  two  years  later.  This  time  the  father 
was  identified  as  Barthlin  Greiner  (1830),  son  of  Barthlin  Greiner  (1799)  and 
Anna  Mayer  ( 1 802)  from  Eichen;  and  he  was  probably  the  father  also  of  the  first 
daughter.  Barthlin  Greiner  never  married  and  died  in  1 859.  Anna  Maria  Stolz, 
remained  single  until  her  daughter,  Maria,  died  in  1 870  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  The 
following  year,  she  married  Johann  Georg  Glatt  (1834),  son  of  Barthlin  Glatt 
(1783)  and  Anna  Barbara  Giidemann  (1 798)  from  Raitbach,  with  whom  she  had 
one  son,  Albert,  in  1874.  Johann  Georg  was  a  widower  (his  first  wife,  Maria 
Verena  Kleem,  having  died  in  1870)  with  five  children,  ages  four  to  thirteen,  at 
the  time  Anna  Maria  married  him. 

Conclusion:  The  answer  to  the  question  of  why  the  Gudemann  name 
vanished  from  the  Kiimberg  scene  is,  as  it  turned  out,  not  at  all  complicated. 
While  others  were  moving  into  Kiimberg,  the  Giidemanns  were  departing.  From 
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the  time  records  were  first  kept  in  1605,  no  Gudemann  male  ever  moved  into 
Kiimberg.  An  event  in  1 842  was  defining,  when  a  new  schoolhouse  was  built  in 
Kiimberg.  Land  was  bought  from  Barthlin  Stolz  and  Johannes  Glatt,  Johannes 
Glatt  was  in  charge  of  construction,  Barthlin  Stolz  served  as  treasurer,  Johann 
Georg  Greiner  was  listed  as  the  owner  (whatever  that  meant),  and  brothers 
Johannes  and  Friedrich  Glatt,  Johann  Georg  Greiner,  and  Barthlin  Stolz  loaned 
money  to  finance  the  project.  The  Gudemann  name  was  conspicuously  absent, 
something  that  would  not  have  happened  in  bygone  years. 
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Chapter 

£ijtrtp-jfour 


A  Cruel  Coincidence 


ack  in  1991  when  I  started  my  search  to  learn  who  my 
Giidemann  ancestors  in  Europe  were  and  where  they  had 
lived,  I  had  little  to  go  on.  On  page  1-10  is  a  list  of  the  few 
“facts”  with  which  I  had  to  work.  Foremost  among  these  was  family  hearsay 
that  my  great-grandfather  was  called  Fritz,  that  he  had  been  bom  on  September 
24,  1819,  in  the  Duchy  of  Baden,  and  that  he  had  a  niece  named  Carolina 
Giidemann  who  had  emigrated  to  America.  In  addition,  on  a  visit  to  the  Family 
History  Library  of  the  Church  of  Latter-day  Saints  (Mormons)  in  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  I  had  discerned  that  the  Giidemann  name  was  indigenous  to  only  a  very 
small  region  in  the  South  Black  Forest,  in  the  very  far  southwest  comer  of 
Germany  where  France,  Switzerland  and  Germany  meet.  I  was  able  to  make 
this  significant  discovery  from  a  set  of  records  which  the  Mormon  Church  has 
assembled,  a  sample  of  which  is  shown  on  page  1-7. 


Armed  only  with  this  knowledge,  when  my  wife,  Maria,  and  I  traveled  to 
that  region  the  following  year  we  stayed  the  first  night  in  Giindenhausen,  a 
suburb  of  Schopfheim.  It  was  only  after  we  returned  from  the  trip  that  I 
discovered  my  father’s  notation  “Schopfheim”  on  his  work  sheet  (page  1-23).  A 
couple  of  years  later  I  learned  that  Minnie,  a  daughter  of  Carolina,  had  noted  in 
her  little  address  book  that  “mother  was  bom  near  Schopfheim  in  Baden.”  (page 
3-2).  The  combination  of  these  facts  strongly  supported  the  case  that  all  future 
search  efforts  should  be  concentrated  near  Schopfheim. 


When  we  arrived  there  I  did  not  have  the  least  notion  of  how  or  where  to 
start  the  search.  So,  as  discussed  in  Chapter  One,  we  turned  to  Herr  Gustav 
Gross  of  Steinen,  a  gentleman  who  previously  had  assisted  Norene  Herbst  of 
Roanoke,  Illinois,  in  her  ancestral  research.  He  accompanied  us  to  several 
churches  in  the  region  where  vital  records  are  stored,  but  we  found  nothing 
worthwhile.  A  few  days  after  we  had  returned  home  empty-handed,  we  received 
an  encouraging  letter  from  him  (pages  1-13  and  14).  He  had  located  the  record 
of  the  birth  in  1819  of  a  Friedrich  Giidemann  in  Kiimberg,  a  village  three  miles 
from  Schopfheim.  Although  he  was  bom  as  Friedrich,  he  went  by  the  less 
common  moniker  of  Fritz,  as  did  my  great-grandfather.  Also,  he  found  that 
Friedrich  had  ledig  verzogen  (left  as  a  single  person),  as  we  knew  my  great¬ 
grandfather  had  done.  All  these  combined  factors  led  to  the  persuasive 
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conclusion  that  this  Friedrich  (Fritz)  Gudemann  was,  indeed,  the  great¬ 
grandfather  for  whom  I  was  searching.  However,  by  far  the  most  compelling 
support  for  this  presumption  was  the  fact  that  this  Fritz  had  a  niece  named 
Carolina  (spelled  Karolina  in  Germany),  a  most  uncommon  girl’s  name  at  that 
time  in  that  region.  I  expressed  as  much  on  page  11-1 : 

Carolina’s  importance  in  tracing  our  pedigree  cannot  be  overemphasized. 

The  Schopfheim  church  records  show  that  Fritz  Gudemann,  bom  in  1 819, 
who  left  as  a  single  person,  had  a  niece  Carolina  —  the  only  Carolina  bom 
in  that  church  district  —  thereby  conclusively  verifying  our  Gudemann 
lineage. 

To  be  sure,  there  was,  however,  one  disquieting  detail  in  all  of  this. 
Family  hearsay  had  it  that  my  great-grandfather  Fritz  had  been  bom  on 
September  24,  1819;  whereas,  the  Fritz  of  Kumberg  had  been  bom  on  March 
28,  1819.  But  this  discrepancy  did  not  trouble  me  all  that  much.  After  all, 
family  hearsay  had  both  his  name  (Frederick  Gudeman)  and  his  place  of  birth 
(Baden  Baden)  wrong  (page  3-3);  and  it  did  not  appear  to  be  all  that  much  of  a 
stretch  to  assume  that  hearsay  had  also  missed  on  his  date  of  birth.  When  we 
consider  his  hardscrabble  life,  it  is  entirely  understandable  that  the  correct  date 
of  his  birth  could  have  been  lost. 

Herr  Gross  performed  his  last  bit  of  help  for  us  in  1 994,  when  Maria  and  I 
visited  him  and  he  obtained  information  described  on  pages  21-3  and  4.  On  that 
same  trip  I  later  learned  from,  of  all  people,  one  of  Maria’s  relatives  in  Germany 
who  is  doing  genealogy  research  on  his  own  family  that  all  the  German  church 
records  have  been  microfilmed  by  the  Mormon  Church.  This  meant  that  all  the 
records  from  which  Herr  Gross  had  obtained  his  information  had  always  been 
available  to  me  right  here  in  America.  This  was  a  major  breakthrough.  From 
that  time  on  I  would  be  able  to  do  my  own  research  without  the  uncomfortable 
necessity  of  depending  on  someone  else.  Admittedly,  I  am  a  bit  chagrined  with 
myself  that  it  never  occurred  to  me  to,  at  least,  inquire  about  the  availability  of 
the  records.  However,  for  what  it  is  worth,  I  derived  some  comfort  when  I 
learned  that  I  am  not  the  only  one  who  has  gone  through  this  frustration. 
Another  person  whom  I  met  at  the  Wichita  Mormon  Library  had  also  worked 
several  years  on  his  genealogy  before  he  learned  that  the  microfilms  of  the 
original  records  are  available  here  in  America. 
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Note:  There  are  two  sets  of  records  in  the  Mormon  Library  which  should 
not  be  confused.  The  first,  a  sample  of  which  is  shown  on  page  1-7,  is  a 
compilation  of  information  from  German  church  books.  This  was  available  from 
the  start  of  my  research,  but  it  was  useful  only  up  to  a  point.  I  estimate  that  only 
about  20%  of  the  German  church  entries  are  included.  There  may  be  some 
design  behind  how  the  Mormon  Church  selected  which  names  to  include,  but  I 
was  never  able  to  discern  what  it  was.  The  second  set  consists  of  microfilms  of 
the  original  church  records,  an  example  of  which  is  the  record  of  the  birth  of  a 
child  on  page  34-5.  These  records  are  complete  and  are  the  ones  I  used  after  I 
finally  learned  of  their  existence. 

To  learn  that  these  records  are  available  to  me  opened  up  a  new  world, 
and  I  decided,  after  returning  from  our  1994  trip,  to  do  some  research  on  my 
own.  It  was  not  long  before  I  discovered  that  Herr  Gross  had  erred  in  the 
Gudemann  ancestral  chain  as  is  discussed  on  page  2-13.  I  suppose  that  this 
should  have  served  as  a  red  warning  flag  that  Herr  Gross  was  maybe,  just 
maybe,  not  quite  as  reliable  as  I  had  always  given  him  credit  for.  However,  I 
had  such  implicit  confidence  in  him  that  I  marked  this  off  as  an  understandable 
human  error,  which,  in  this  case,  I  truly  believe  it  was. 

A  few  copies  of  my  book  Fritz  Gudemann-Anna  Maria  Minger  have 
found  their  way  into  the  hands  of  a  few  persons  in  Europe.  In  view  of  this,  I  felt 
that  it  would  be  of  interest  to  delve  into  the  histories  of  a  few  leading  families  of 
Kiimberg,  especially  with  the  little  village  preparing  to  celebrate  its  600th 
anniversary  in  2001  or  2002.  (The  product  of  this  effort  is  Chapter  Thirty- 
Three.) 

This  required  painstaking  and  time  consuming  research  in  the  Schopfheim 
church  records,  going  back  to  the  year  1605,  when  records  were  first  kept. 
Several  months  later,  after  I  had  all  but  completed  the  task  of  collecting  all  the 
data,  I  came  across  a  most  perplexing  entry.  It  was  the  birth  record  of  a  baby 
girl  bom  in  Kiimberg  on  April  15,  1845,  the  date  of  birth  of  Fritz’s  niece 
Carolina.  The  problem  was  that  her  name  certainly  did  not  appear  to  be 
Carolina.  Upon  closer  scrutiny  I  realized  that,  indeed,  it  was  not  “Carolina”  but, 
rather,  was  “Anonyma”,  as  shown  on  page  34-5.  Anonyma  is  not  a  name  at  all, 
but  is  the  word  used  to  state  that  the  child  was  stillborn  and  was  never  given  a 
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proper  name.  I  went  into  something  that  could  be  described  as  a  mild  shock. 
The  Carolina  Gudemann  of  Kumberg  upon  whom  I  had  placed  so  much 
importance  had  never  lived!  True,  Johann  Georg,  Fritz  s  brother,  did  have  a 
daughter  bom  on  April  15,  1845,  but  she  never  lived  and  was  never  given  the 
name  Carolina,  let  alone  any  other  name.  Herr  Gross  wrote  three  different 
letters  in  which  he  explicitly  stated  that  Johann  Georg  Gudemann  had  a  daughter 
named  Carolina  bom  on  April  15,1 845 .  The  translated  versions  of  two  of  them 
are  on  pages  1-13  and  14,  and  2-3  through  11.  In  the  second  one  he  even 
certified  that  his  information  was  accurate,  something  that  he  really  didn’t  have 
to  do.  A  copy  of  the  third  letter  is  on  page  34-7  in  its  original,  untranslated  form. 
Unfortunately,  Herr  Gross,  in  his  desire  to  be  “helpful”,  simply  concocted  the 
name  Karolina,  knowing  that  that  was  the  name  I  was  looking  for. 

How  had  I  missed  this  egregious  misrepresentation  for  so  many  years? 
Although  it  may  not  be  entirely  satisfying,  there  is  an  explanation.  For  the  first 
few  years  of  my  research,  I  was  in  the  frustrating  predicament  of  being  entirely 
dependant  on  Herr  Gross  for  information  from  the  German  records.  He  would 
accept  no  money,  but  he  did  accept  a  few  small  gifts  from  Maria  and  me  and 
always  readily  accepted  our  invitations  to  dinner.  Nevertheless,  even  though  he 
was  consistently  obliging,  I  always  felt  constraint  to  not  impose  on  him  too  much. 

After  discovering  the  misidentity  of  Carolina,  I  continued  to  hold  fast  to 
the  notion  that  Fritz  Gudemann  of  Kumberg  was  the  correct  Fritz.  To  validate 
this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  find  that  his  brother  Johann  Georg  had  had  another 
daughter  who  had  lived  and  really  had  been  named  Karolina.  Not  to  worry.  I 
observed  that,  after  the  birth  of  the  stillborn  daughter  in  1 845,  the  names  of  both 
Johann  Georg  and  his  wife,  Anna  Eva,  had  disappeared  completely  from  the 
Kumberg  records  for  five  years,  after  which  their  names  reappeared  as  frequent 
Godparents.  From  this  I  surmised  that  they  had  simply  left  Kumberg  temporarily 
for  five  years,  during  which  time  they  had  a  second  daughter  whom  they  had 
actually  named  Karolina. 

I  then  commenced  a  search  in  the  records  of  neighboring  towns,  such  as 
Hasel  and  Weitenau,  in  addition  to  Pforzheim.  Pforzheim?  Why  Pforzheim,  a 
totally  illogical  place  to  look?  That  is  another  story. 
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Gustev  Gross. 
Kanderner  Strasse  32. 

D-7853  -  Steiaan. 


Lb.Familie  D.&  M.Gudemnann  ! . 


Recht  herzlichen  Dank  fur  Jhre  Zeilen  void  18.o6.ds..  Sowie  den  beigeg^- 
benen  Fotos.  Letztere  sind  sehr  gut  gelungen.  Jch  freue  mich,  dass  Sie 
gut  zuruckgekommen  sind  nach  Wichita/Kansas,  es  in  Jhrem  Urlaub  bei  uns 
im  alten  Deutschland  gut  gefallen. 

Leider  habe  ich  das  Blatt  mit  Jhrer  Adresse,  Anschrift,  verlegt.  Sodass 
ich  Miss  Norene  Herbst  in  Roanoke  anschrieb,  Sie  um  Vermittlung  bat.  Zu- 
gleich  mit  den  Ergebnissen  meines  Besuches  in  Schopfheim  kurz  nach  Jhrer 
Abreise.  Da  Sie  in  Jhrem  jetzigen  S^hreiben  dazu  keinen  Bezug  nehmen, 
geb  ich  Jhnen  nochmals  die  Daten  bekannt  : 


Friedrich  Gudemann,  Schopfheim, 
Schneidermeis ter .  -  Kurnberg. 

geb.  am  3o.o9.1782  in  Kurnberg. 
gest.am  o5.o4.1828  in  KUrnberg. 
verh.am  21. o3. 1816  in  Schpfheim, 
mit 

Barbara  Zeiherin,  von  Eichen. 

geb.  am  o5.o3.179o  in  Eichen. 
gest.am  27. o4. 1861  in  Kurnberg. 

Kinder: 


Sohn  des  Johann  Gudemann, Kurnberg . 
und  der  Verena  Tschudin,  aus 
Maul burg. 


Tochter  des  Johann  Georg  Zeiher, 

Schuhmachermeister  in 
Eichen, 

und  der  . . .  Barbara  Kublerin, 
Eichen. 


Friedrich  geb.  am  28. o3. 1819  in  Kurnberg, 

Johann  Georg  geb.  am  o3. 11.1816  in  Kurnberg. 

verh.am  26.12.1844  in  Kurnberg, 
mit 

Anna  Trefzer,  Kurnberg. 


genannt  "Fritz",  ledig, 

kein  Sterbeeintrag. 


Eine  Tochter  : 

Karolina  geb.  am  15.o4.1&45  in  Kurnberg. 


Das  war  der  einzige  "Fritz"  Gudemann  im  Raume  Schopfheim,  der  Jhren  An 
g^ben  einigermass en  entsprache.  Kann  es  aber  nicht  sein,  da  seine  Mutter 
mit  71  Jahren,  am  27. o4. 1861,  verstarb.  Jnzwischen  war  ich  nochmals  in 
Ldrrach,  Weitenau,  habe  hier  in  Steinen  nochmals  nachgesehen,  ohne  fiindig 
zu  werden.  Offenbar  sind  Sie  auch  in  der  Schweiz  auf  keine  Spuren  gestos— 
sen.  Gegen  Ende  Juli  werde  ich  auch  in  den  Staats— Archiven  Freiburg  und 
Karlsruhe  nachsehen  nach  den  Auswanderen.  Da  der  gesuchte  "Fritz  ^Udemann 
sich  in  der  Schweiz  verheiratete ,  konnte  er  aber  auch,  mit  seiner  Frau, 
von  der  Schweiz  ausgewandert  sein.  Geben  Sie  mir  doch  nochmals  den  Ort 
in  der  Schweiz  an,  wo  er  geheiratet  haben  soil.  Jn  nachster  Zeit  habe  ich 
in  mehreren  Pfarramtern  zu  tun,  wer  34-7  entails  nachsehen. 


The  full  quotation  of  Minnie’s  note  (page  3-2)  was,  “Mother  was  bom  in 
Pforzheim  near  Schopfheim  in  Baden.”.  To  have  included  Pforzheim  in  the 
quotation  would  have  been  needlessly  confusing.  It  made  absolutely  no  sense. 
Pforzheim  is  a  large  city  far  to  the  north  of  Schopfheim.  It  would  be  like  saying 
that  someone  was  bom  in  Chicago  near  Roanoke  or  was  bom  in  Indianapolis 
near  Francesville.  Furthermore,  the  people  of  the  South  Black  Forest  never  had 
a  history  of  being  drawn  in  that  direction.  It  was  not  possible  to  travel  very  far 
north  before  bumping  into  the  invisible,  but  very  real,  barrier  that  separated  the 
Protestants  and  the  Catholics.  (By  now,  of  course,  such  barriers  have  all  but 
disappeared.)  Nevertheless,  the  very  fact  that  Minnie  had  mentioned  Pforzheim 
left  me  no  real  choice  but  to  check  Pforzheim,  as  absurd  as  it  was.  Sol  checked 
not  only  the  records  of  Pforzheim  but,  also,  those  of  its  suburbs.  As  I  expected, 
I  did  not  find  even  one  Giidemann,  let  alone  one  named  Karolina.  I  believe  there 
is  a  simple  explanation  for  the  cause  of  Minnie’s  confusion.  When  written  in 
Old  German  script,  Schopfheim  and  Pforzheim  look  very  similar,  and  Minnie 
had  mistakenly  read  Schopfheim  as  Pforzheim. 

As  I  was  searching  for  the  birth  of  the  real  Carolina  in  the  records  of 
Hasel,  a  town  just  down  and  around  a  bend  in  the  road  from  Kiimberg,  I  came 
across  an  entry  which  caught  my  eyes.  It  was  the  record  of  the  marriage  in  1 870 
of  a  Friedrich  Gudemann  to  Maria  Kiinigunda  Greiner,  the  widow  of  Johann 
Georg  Sutter  of  Hasel  (page  34-1 1).  It  was  his  date  of  birth,  shown  as  March 
29,  1819,  that  caused  me  to  set  up  and  take  notice.  That  date  was  only  one  day 
off  from  the  date  of  birth  of  Fritz  Gudemann  of  Kiimberg.  I  reasoned  that  this 
was  either  an  incredible  coincidence  or  that  the  person  who  had  later  written  in 
the  date  of  birth  had  made  a  mistaken  identity,  being  not  quite  sure  who  this 
Friedrich  Gudemann  really  was.  After  all,  of  the  five  marriages  recorded  on  this 
page,  he  was  the  only  groom  for  whom  no  parents  were  shown  and  the  only  one 
whose  date  of  birth  had  been  written  in  later. 

As  I  continued  my  search  in  the  Hasel  records,  it  was  not  long  before  I 
discovered  another  disturbing  entry.  It  was  the  birth  of  a  child  named  Frieda, 
bom  to  Friedrich  Gudemann  and  Maria  Kiinigunda  Greiner  in  Hasel  in  1871 
(page  34- 1 3).  And  then  I  noticed  who  one  of  the  Godfathers  was:  Johann  Georg 
Gudemann,  a  citizen  of  Kiimberg.  That  did  it!  I  finally  had  to  accept  the 
unhappy  realization  that  this  Friedrich  of  Hasel  was,  indeed,  one  and  the  same  as 
the  Fritz  of  Kiimberg.  This  obviously  meant  that  I  had  been  working  with  the 
wrong  Fritz  Gudemann  for  all  these  years,  and  that  my  great-grandfather  was  not 
from  Kiimberg  after  all! 
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Further  perusal  of  the  Hasel  records  revealed  that  the  Fritz  of  Kumberg 
experienced  a  rather  unfortunate  life.  Being  the  younger  of  the  two  brothers,  he 
was  forced  to  live  with  his  older  brother  who  inherited  the  family  home  in  1 86 1 . 
He  probably  continued  to  live  there  until  1870,  when  he  married  Maria 
Kiinigunda  Greiner  at  the  age  of  5 1 .  Maria  Kiinigunda  was  a  29  year  old  widow 
who  had  married  Johann  Georg  Sutter  of  Hasel  13  years  before,  in  1857,  when 
she  was  only  sixteen  years  old.  Before  he  died  in  1 862,  they  had  three  children, 
one  of  whom  died  as  an  infant.  Thus,  when  she  married  Fritz  she  brought  two 
children  with  her.  Fritz  later  had  two  children  of  his  own,  both  of  whom  died  as 
infants.  Fritz  died  in  1 888,  leaving  Maria  Kiinigunda  as  a  widow  for  the  second 
time.  As  it  turned  out,  neither  Fritz  nor  his  brother,  Johann  Georg,  had  any 
children  who  lived  beyond  infancy. 

One  last  word  regarding  Herr  Gustav  Gross.  In  spite  of  him  egregiously 
misleading  me  in  connection  with  the  birth  of  Carolina,  I  cannot  have  hard 
feelings  toward  him.  He  was  a  kind,  elderly  gentleman  who  wanted,  to  a  fault, 
to  be  helpful  and  accommodating.  Fortunately,  there  is  a  definite  positive  flip 
side  to  this  debacle.  The  information  that  he  supplied  me  with,  albeit 
misleading,  served  as  encouragement  for  me  to  further  pursue  my  research.  If  he 
had  failed  to  come  up  with  any  information  at  all,  right  or  wrong,  with  my 
limited  knowledge  at  that  time  of  how  to  proceed,  I  probably  would  have  been 
forced,  there  and  then,  to  discontinue  my  search  for  our  Giidemann  ancestors  in 
Germany. 

Oh,  one  other  thing.  How  about  that  notation  which  Herr  Gross  quoted 
that  Fritz  had  ledig  verzogerT  (departed  as  a  single  person)?  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  there  is  no  such  notation.  Fritz  was  mentioned  only  two  times  in 
the  Kumberg  records.  Those  were  when  he  was  bom  and,  again,  when  he 
witnessed  his  brother’s  marriage.  As  we  now  know,  Fritz  Giidemann  of 
Kumberg  moved  only  one  and  one-half  miles  away,  and  such  a  short  move 
would  hardly  have  triggered  such  a  notation.  As  it  turned  out,  this  is  just  another 
instance  in  which  Herr  Gross,  in  his  desire  to  be  overly  “helpful”,  contrived  in 
order  to  fit  a  criterion. 
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The  Search  Resumed  —  and  Rewarded 


hen  I  commenced  my  search  in  1991  for  my  Giidemann 
'heritage  in  Germany,  my  first  and  foremost  goal  was  to  locate 
the  town  in  which  my  great-grandfather,  Fritz  Gudemann,  had 
been  bom.  Seven  years  later,  after  countless  hours  of  research,  a  whole  lot  of 
expense,  and  four  trips  to  Germany,  I  found  myself  in  the  ridiculous  position  that 
my  primary  objective  had  eluded  me.  True,  it  had  been  well  established  that  he 
had  been  bom  near  Schopfheim,  but  there  are  a  myriad  of  small  villages  in  the 
South  Black  Forest,  any  one  of  which  could  be  the  one  of  his  birth. 


The  Schopfheim  church  records  contain  vital  information  of  not  only 
citizens  of  Schopfheim  but,  also,  of  those  citizens  of  the  neighboring  villages 
who  attended  the  Schopfheim  church.  This  list  includes,  in  addition  to 
Kiimberg,  such  other  villages  as  Fahmau,  Eichin,  Wiechs,  Langenau,  Raitbach, 
Giindenhausen,  Kehrengraben,  the  Sattlehof,  Schweigmatt  and  Hausen.  (It 
would  be  several  months  later  that  I  would  discover  the  significance  of  Hausen 
in  our  Gudemann  ancestry.)  Although  I  had  previously  gone  through  these 
records  several  times,  I,  once  again,  thoroughly  checked  them  to  find  any 
possible  information  about  the  birth  of  either  Fritz  or  his  niece  Carolina.  As  I 
had  expected,  I  found  nothing. 

The  next  most  logical  place  to  search  was  in  the  records  of  outlying 
churches  which  were  traditionally  considered  to  be  in  the  Schopfheim  church 
sphere,  a  region  which  could  well  be  referred  to  as  the  Greater  Schopfheim 
Church  District.  This  list  includes,  among  others,  such  towns  as  Weitenau, 
Hasel,  Tegemau,  Wies,  and  Wieslet,  each  of  which  kept  its  own  records  and 
had  its  own  set  of  satellite  villages. 


The  first  of  these  which  I  checked  was  Weitenau  with  its  affiliated  villages 
of  Endenburg  and  Schlachtenhaus.  (It  would  be  several  months  later  that  I 
would  discover  the  importance  of  Endenburg  in  our  Gudemann  ancestry.)  My 
hopes  rose  when  I  got  into  these  records  and  discovered  a  cluster  of  Giidemanns. 
I  was  especially  hopeful  when  I  found  that  Fritz  and  Friedrich  were 
extraordinarily  common  first  names  in  this  region,  much  more  so  than  in,  for 
example,  Kiimberg.  I  found  many  promising  entries,  but  none  of  them  panned 
out.  For  instance,  a  Fritz  Gudemann  of  Hummelberg,  a  small  mountain 
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settlement  outside  of  Weitenau,  and  his  wife,  Maria  Kiefer,  had  several  children 
around  1819,  one  of  whom  was  a  Friedrich,  bom  in  181 1. 

I  then  methodically  searched  through  the  records  of  all  the  other  several 
churches  in  the  Schopfheim  church  district.  I  found  many  Gudemann  families 
that  had  promising  possibilities,  one  of  which  was  a  Friedrich  Gudemann  bom  in 
1818  to  Johann  Jacob  Gudemann  of  Hasel  and  his  wife,  Maria  Mayerin. 
However,  I  later  discovered  that  the  child  died  a  few  months  later. 

Included  in  the  Schopfheim  sphere  are  three  Catholic  towns,  Eichsel, 
Minseln  and  Wehr,  all  the  records  of  which  I  checked.  In  the  first  two  I  found 
nothing  on  any  Gudemann  family.  Wehr  has,  by  far,  a  greater  concentration  of 
Gudemanns  than  any  other  town,  but,  as  expected,  I  found  nothing  on  either 
Fritz  or  Carolina. 

I  was  entirely  confident  that  I  would  find  what  I  was  looking  for 
somewhere  in  the  records  of  the  Schopfheim  church  district.  So  you  can  well 
imagine,  after  several  weeks  of  searching,  how  disappointing  it  was  to  have 
failed  to  do  so. 

After  I  had  exhausted  all  possibilities  in  the  Schopfheim  church  district,  I 
next  turned  my  attention  to  the  large  city  of  Lorrach  and  its  much  larger  church 
district.  Included  in  this  district  are  such  other  towns  as  Haltingen,  Kandem, 
Steinen,  Mappach,  Weil,  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention.  In  Lorrach,  a 
Friedrich  Gudemann  and  Anna  Maria  Bauer  had  a  few  children  about  the  time 
Fritz  was  bom,  but  none  was  bom  in  1 8 1 9  and  none  was  named  Friedrich,  other 
than  Johann  Friedrich  who  was  bom  in  1 822.  In  Haltingen,  a  Johann  Friedrich 
Gudemann  and  Maria  Eva  Lang  had  seven  children,  but  the  closest  one  to  what  I 
was  looking  for  was  a  son  Johann  Friedrich,  bom  in  1 825.  A  Gudemann  family 
surfaced  in  Weil  in  1 807,  but  there  were  no  births  in  this  family  from  1 807,  when 
Johann  Friedrich  was  bom  to  a  Franz  Gudemann  and  Barbara  Rauggin,  to  1 833, 
when  Franz  Friedrich  was  bom  to  Johann  Friedrich  Gudemann  and  Anna 
Magdalena  Maflin.  Another  Gudemann  family  first  appeared  in  Fischingen 
about  1758,  but  there  were  no  births  in  this  family  from  1807  to  1826. 

My  thorough  search  through  the  records  of  all  the  churches  in  the  Lorrach 
church  district  turned  up  nothing  that  came  even  close  to  the  birth  of  either  Fritz 
in  1819  or  of  Carolina  in  1846. 
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There  were  a  few  small,  scattered,  Jewish  settlements  in  the  South  Black 
Forest,  none  of  which  was  near  Schopfheim.  Nevertheless,  just  to  be  absolutely 
thorough,  I  checked  the  records  of  the  five  least  unlikely,  those  being 
Eimeldingen,  Kirchen,  Lorrach,  Markt,  and  Tumringen.  As  I  had  expected,  I  did 
not  find  even  one  mention  of  any  Gudemann. 

By  now  my  hope  of  ever  finding  the  birthplace  of  my  great-grandfather 
had  waned  considerably.  I  had  failed  in  my  search  through  all  the  records  in  the 
two  church  districts  where  I  felt  it  was  most  likely  that  I  would  find  success.  So, 
about  this  time,  I  decided  to  change  my  tactic.  Short  of  locating  the  exact  village 
in  which  Fritz  and  Carolina  were  bom,  I  would  attempt  to  delineate  the  very 
small  region  in  which  all  Gudemanns  were  bom  in  the  years  from  1 799  to  1 839, 
a  time  period  which  bracketed  Fritz’s  birth  in  1819.  To  do  this  I  would  make  a 
complete  360°  clockwise  sweep  with  Schopfheim  as  the  pivot.  In  each  direction 
I  would  search  in  expanding  distances  away  from  Schopfheim  until  I  found  no 
more  Gudemanns.  I  would  then  proceed  clockwise  to  the  next  direction  and 
continue  to  do  so  until  I  had  made  a  complete  circle.  In  accordance  with  this 
strategy  the  next  church  district  in  which  to  search  was  that  of  Mullheim. 

In  the  records  of  the  first  several  churches  in  the  Mullheim  church  district 
that  I  checked,  I  found  only  a  few  Gudemann  births  in  the  Catholic  town  of  Liel, 
none  of  which  matched  what  I  was  looking  for.  The  Gudemann  name  first 
appeared  in  Liel  in  1732  when  Christianus  Gudemann  moved  there  from  the 
Catholic  town  of  Karsau,  four  miles  south  of  Schopfheim,  and  married  Barbara 
Albertin  of  Liel. 

When  I  worked  around  to  the  very  small  village  of  Vogelbach,  I 
discovered  an  unexpected  cluster  of  Gudemanns.  In  accordance  with  my  plan,  I 
proceeded  to  collect  data  on  all  Gudemann  births  starting  in  the  year  1 799.  As  I 
was  doing  so,  I  came  upon  the  birth  of  a  Gudemann  named  Fritz.  I  then  noticed 
that  the  year  was  1819.  Further  inspection  revealed  that  he  had  been  bom  on 
September  24,  181 9,  the  very  day  on  which  family  hearsay  had  it  that  my  great¬ 
grandfather  had  been  bom!  This  important  record  is  shown  on  page  35-5.  As  I 
made  this  elusive  discovery,  I  experienced  an  unexpected  quiet  sublimity  and  my 
composure  at  that  moment,  as  I  look  back,  is  still  quite  surprising  to  me.  I  made 
this  discovery  on  January  12,  1999,  six  months  after  learning  that  I  had  been 
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working  with  the  wrong  Fritz  Giidemann  for  six  years.  The  six  months  of  a 
systematic  and  intensive  search  had  paid  off! 

A  couple  of  days  later,  I  found  Carolina’s  (spelled  with  a  “K”)  birth 
record.  As  shown  on  pages  35-7  and  8,  she  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Marzell, 
three  miles  north  of  Vogelbach,  on  July  2,  1846,  only  two  days  off  from  her 
reputed  birth  date  of  July  4,  1846.  You  will  notice  that  a  “+”,  the  symbol  of 
death,  has  been  penned  in  next  to  her  name.  Apparently,  in  their  minds  she 
effectively  died  when  she  departed  for  America.  Significantly,  they  showed  no 
date  of  death,  as  was  customary  and  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  child  whose 
birth  record  appears  just  above  hers. 

A  puzzling  question  remains.  Vogelbach  and  Marzell  are  ten  miles  from 
Schopfheim  (fourteen  miles  by  road),  a  considerable  distance  in  the  times  of 
Fritz  and  Carolina  with  the  lack  of  transportation  and  with  poor  roads.  They  are 
located  closer  to  the  larger  city  of  Miillheim  than  to  Schopfheim.  That  is  also 
true  in  the  case  of  Lorrach,  a  large  city  that  is  not  only  closer  than  Schopfheim 
but  is,  also,  the  political  and  commercial  center  of  the  region.  Then  why  did  the 
family  identify  with  Schopfheim,  as  is  evidenced  by  my  father’ s  notation  on  his 
work  sheet  and  by  Minnie’s  statement  in  her  little  address  book  that  her  mother 
had  been  bom  near  Schopfheim?  We  can  only  speculate,  but  I  do  have  an  idea. 
The  Giidemann  name  was  never  significant  in  Mullheim  and  only  a  few 
Giidemanns  lived  in  Lorrach,  and  those  only  in  more  recent  times.  So,  even  as 
late  as  the  middle  of  the  19th  century,  the  Giidemanns  of  Vogelbach  and  Marzell 
were  still  oriented  toward  the  Schopfheim  region  where  the  family’s  roots  had 
originated  several  centuries  earlier. 
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Our  Ancestry  Back  to  1579 


fter  I  had  finally  identified  my  true  great-grandfather,  it  was 
a  matter  of  going  back  in  time,  generation  by  generation,  to 
when  records  were  first  kept.  It  was  a  laborious  and 
circuitous  route  that  led  from  one  village  to  another  that  eventually  ended 
(would  you  believe?)  in  Kumberg.  But  isn’t  that  the  little  village  in  which 
the  Gudemann  branch  of  the  “wrong”  Fritz  had  lived?  Right.  Incredibly, 
the  trail  of  our  true  pedigree  ended  smack  dab  right  back  in  this  same  little 
village  of  only  150  people.  Several  months  earlier,  when  I  discovered  that  I 
had  been  working  so  long  with  a  wrong  Gudemann  family,  I  naturally 
assumed  that  our  roots  would  be  found  in  some  other  village.  You  might 
imagine  my  great  surprise  and  considerable  satisfaction  to  now  discover  that 
all  the  time  and  effort  that  I  had  poured  into  Kumberg  was  not  entirely  in 
vain. 


It  is  almost  a  certainty  that  all  the  Gudemanns  of  Kumberg  were 
related,  and  it  is  entirely  possible  (or  even  probable)  that  our  earliest  know 
ancestor,  Gerg  Gudemann,  bom  in  1579,  was  an  uncle  of  Hans  Jacob 
Gudemann,  bom  in  1600,  the  earliest  known  member  of  the  “wrong” 
Gudemann  branch  (page  2-17). 

Several  factors  caused  the  tracing  of  our  true  lineage  to  be 
considerably  more  challenging  than  that  of  tracking  the  wrong  family  of 
Kumberg.  Foremost  of  the  difficulties  is  found  in  a  comparison  of  the 
mobilities  of  the  two  families.  The  Kumberg  family  remained  right  in 
Kumberg.  When  a  young  man  married,  he  married  a  bride  either  from 
Kumberg  or,  usually,  one  from  a  neighboring  village  who  would  move  to 
Kumberg.  This  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  our  ancestral  chain.  Our  Gudemann 
forefathers  had  a  pattern  of  marrying  brides  from  other  villages  and  then 
moving  to  the  villages  where  the  brides  lived. 

On  balance,  the  quality  of  the  Schopfheim/Kumberg  records  is  better 
than  those  of  the  other  villages  in  which  our  ancestors  lived.  An  example  of 
the  worst  of  Vogelbach’s  is  shown  on  page  36-3.  It  should  be  explained  that 
the  church  in  the  little  mountain  village  of  Vogelbach  kept  the  vital  records 
for  not  only  its  own  members  but,  also,  for  the  members  of  the  Kaltenbach 
and  Marzell  churches,  including  the  citizens  of  other  villages,  such  as 
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Liitschenbach  and  Malsburg,  who  did  not  have  their  own  churches.  This 
means  that  the  little  Vogelbach  church  had  the  distinction  of  being  the 
custodian  of  the  vital  records  of  the  entire  region  known  as  the  hinter 
Kandertal  (the  upper  Kander  River  valley),  all  the  villages  of  which  have 
connections  to  our  ancestry.  It  is  an  isolated  valley  which  stretches  six  miles 
along  the  Kander  River  and  includes  the  villages  of  Marzell  and  Malsburg, 
which  are  in  the  valley,  and  the  mountain  villages  of  Vogelbach, 
Kaltenbach,  and  Liitschenbach,  located  high  above  the  valley  floor. 

The  search  in  Kumberg  was  simplified  because  the  Giidemann  name 
there  was  pure.  In  contrast,  in  the  hinter  Kandertal  there  was  a  fairly 
prominent  Gutmann  family,  and,  occasionally,  the  Guthmann,  Giithemann, 
and  Gutermann  names  appear.  This  caused  such  confusion  that  there  are 
instances  in  which  a  person  bom  as  a  Giidemann  was  shown  as  a  Giithemann 
on  his/her  marriage  or  death  record. 

There  are  no  gaps  in  the  Schopfheim/Kiimberg  records  from  the  time 
they  were  started  in  1605.  However,  the  Vogelbach  books  have  birth  record 
gaps  from  1622  to  1625  and  from  1693  to  1738;  marriage  record  gaps  from 
1612  to  1621  and  from  1692  to  1698;  and  death  record  gaps  from  1622  to 
1625  and  from  1693  to  1733.  Fortunately,  none  of  these  gaps  broke  our 
ancestral  chain  which  goes  back  to  1579  in  Kiimberg. 
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GERG  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Kurnberg. 

Born:  1579  in  Kurnberg. 

Died:  September  2,  1635,  in  Hausen. 

Married:  February  3,  1606,  to: 

(first  marriage) 

MARGRETHA  FUNFSCHILLING 

of  Haltingen. 

Born:  About  1581  in  Haltingen. 

Died:  July  30,  1616,  in  Hausen. 

Children: 

Cathrina  -  December  1,  1606. 

Martin  -  October  18,  1607,  to  March  20,  1611. 

Magdalena  -  March  5,  1609,  to  June  25,  1672. 

Jacob -April  1,  1610. 

Niclaus  -  July  25,  1611,  to  September  28,  1635. 

Margreth  -  May  9,  1613. 

Caterin  -  February  2,  1615. 

Georg  -  April  14,  1616. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  Hausen,  spelled  Husen  until  1615. 
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Gerg  (1579)  moved  from  Kiimberg  to  Hausen,  two  miles  northwest 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Wiese  River,  sometime  before  December  1, 
1 606,  when  his  first  child,  Cathrina,  was  bom. 

Margretha  Fiinfschilling  moved  to  Hausen  from  Haltingen,  twelve 
miles  to  the  southwest  in  the  Rhine  River  valley. 

The  Godfather  of  the  first  two  children  was  Gerg  Siitterlin  and  of  the 
last  six  was  Claus  Zoller.  Godmothers  of  each  child  were  either  Magdalena 
Siitterlin  or  Margreth  Siitterlin. 

Magdalena  (1609)  married  Georg  Gottstein,  a  widower. 

Margreth  (1613)  married  Hans  Meyer  of  Hausen  in  1635. 

When  Gerg  moved  to  Hausen  he  was  probably  the  first  Giidemann 
male  to  leave  Kiimberg.  He  was  soon  followed  by  Hans  Giidemann  and 
Barthlin  Giidemann,  both  of  whom  moved  to  the  Sattlehof,  one  mile  north, 
and  respectively  married  Anna  Dannerin  and  Barbara  Dannerin,  probably 
sisters. 

Although  it  is  not  possible  to  positively  establish  where  our  ancestors 
lived  before  they  settled  in  Kiimberg,  we  can  make  an  educated  guess.  The 
document  of  1593  (Chapter  Eighteen)  indicates  that  they  previously  lived  in 
Hasel,  one  and  one-half  miles  southeast.  Further,  we  can  conjecture  that 
they  had  moved  to  Hasel  from  Wehr,  two  miles  south  of  Hasel.  This  is 
based  on  the  fact  that  the  greatest  concentration  of  Giidemanns,  by  far,  is  in 
Wehr,  making  it  the  most  probable  spot  where  the  Giidemann  name 
originated. 

Through  an  incredible  coincidence,  the  record  of  the  marriage  of  Gerg 
Giidemann,  the  first  Giidemann  marriage  of  record  in  Kiimberg,  to 
Margretha  Fiinfschilling  in  1606  was  included  in  the  book  as  page  20-9!  I 
had  not  the  least  inkling  that  this  Gerg  Giidemann  would  turn  out  to  be  our 
earliest  known  ancestor. 

Note:  You  will  recall  that  two  of  the  principals  of  the  real  estate 
transaction  in  1593  were  Claus  Giidemann  and  Martin  Giidemann  of 
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Kumberg.  You  will  now  notice  that  two  of  Gerg’s  sons  were  Martin  (1607) 
and  Niclaus  (or  Claus)  (1611),  strongly  suggesting  that  Gerg  was  a  son  of 
one  of  the  two  principals  of  the  transaction  which  involved  the  sale  of  a 
house  in  Hasel  in  1593  by  two  Giidemann  brothers  of  Kumberg.  With 
Martin  (1607)  being  Gerg’s  first  bom  son,  the  most  likely  scenario  is  that 
Gerg  was  a  son  of  the  Martin  Giidemann  (1548)  who  was  mentioned  in  the 
1593  document  and  was  also  listed  on  the  St.  Blasien  Cloister  tax  rolls  in 
1592  (Pages  20-3  and  4).  If  this  supposition,  one  that  is  not  at  all  far¬ 
fetched,  is  correct,  it  means  that  this  Martin  who  was  bom  in  1 548  and  died 
at  the  age  of  82  in  Kumberg  would  be  our  ancestor. 
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JORG (GERG)  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Hausen. 

Born:  1579  in  Kurnberg. 

Died:  September  2,  1635,  in  Hausen. 

Married:  July  18,  1617,  in  Hausen  to: 

(second  marriage) 

ELSBETH  SCHELSHOREN 

of  Glasshutt(en). 

Born:  About  1595  in  Glasshutt(en). 

Died:  ??  in  Hausen. 

Children: 

Anna  -  February  14,  1619. 

(Illegible)  -  October  15,  1620. 

BARTHOLOMAUS  -  August  24,  1623,  to  February  13,  1686. 
All  the  children  were  bom  in  Hausen. 
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Glasshiitt(en),  the  village  of  Elsbeth  Schelshoren  (meaning  one  who 
listens  to  tinkling  bells),  is  three  miles  east  of  Hausen. 

Gerg’s  first  wife  died  three  and  one-half  months  after  her  last  child, 
Georg  (1616),  was  bom,  after  which  Gerg  married  our  earliest  known  female 
ancestor,  Elsbeth  Schelshoren,  one  year  later. 

The  tradition  continued.  The  Godfather  of  all  three  children  was 
Claus  Zoller.  One  has  to  wonder  why  the  extraordinarily  close  relationship 
with  him.  The  name  Zoller  means  one  who  collects  tolls.  Could  it  be  that 
our  ancestor  was  employed  by  this  Claus  Zoller? 

Gerg  and  his  son  Niclaus  died  within  26  days  of  one  another,  in 
September  1635,  at  the  time  of  an  epidemic  of  the  Bubonic  Plague  during 
the  Thirty  Years’  War.  Our  ancestor  Bartholomaus  (1623),  being  the 
youngest  of  eleven  children,  was  only  twelve  years  old  when  his  father  died. 

Our  ancestor  Bartholomaus  (1623),  being  the  youngest  child,  was 
only  twelve  years  old  when  his  father  died.  Although  we  do  not  know  his 
mother’s  exact  date  of  death,  it  was  probably  prior  to  this. 

After  Bartholomaus  was  bom  in  1623,  there  were  no  more  Gudemann 
births  in  Hausen,  and  the  Gudemann  name  soon  disappeared  from  the 
village.  Along  with  Hausen,  the  two  larger  towns  of  Fahmau  and 
Schopfheim,  just  to  the  south  of  Hausen,  were  never  hot  beds  for  the 
Gudemann  name,  in  contrast  to  Wehr,  Hasel  and  Kumberg.  In  fact,  there 
were  no  Gudemann  births  in  either  Fahmau  or  Schopfheim  prior  to  1651. 

Our  ancestors  lived  in  Hausen  from  about  1606,  when  Gerg  (1579) 
moved  there  from  Kumberg  and  married  Margretha  Funfschilling,  to  about 
1643,  when  Bartholomaus  (1623)  moved  from  Hausen  to  Endenburg  and 
married  Maria  Gretherin. 
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BARTHOLOMAUS  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Hausen. 

Born:  August  24,  1623,  in  Hausen. 

Died:  February  13,  1686,  in  End(en)burg. 

Married:  About  1643  in  End(en)burg  to: 

MARIA  GRETHERIN 

of  End(en)burg. 

Born:  1620  in  End(en)burg. 

Died:  September  22,  1688,  in  End(en)burg. 

Children: 

JOHANN  - 1643  to  February  17,  1699. 

Maria  - 1645  to  January  21,  1713. 

Friedrich  -  about  1648  to  after  1693. 

Elisabetha  - 1653  to  October  7,  1675. 

Anna  -  April  30,  1654,  to  after  1693. 

Kungold  -  September  29  (St.  Michael’s  day),  1656,  to 
August  25,  1711. 

Eva  -  January  1 ,  1659,  to  after  1693. 

Martin  -  December  29,  1662,  to  June  2,  1741. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  End(en)burg. 
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Bartholomaus  moved  from  Hausen  to  End(en)burg,  six  miles  to  the 
west,  to  marry  Maria  Gretherin  about  1643. 

The  Weitenau  Cloister,  of  which  the  Endenburg  church  was  an 
affiliate,  kept  no  birth  records  prior  to  1654.  The  years  of  birth  of  Johann 
(1643),  Maria  (1645),  and  Elisabetha  (1653)  were  determined  from  death 
records.  In  view  of  the  regularity  with  which  Bartholomaus  and  Maria  had 
children  we  can  surmise  that  they  had  more  children  between  1645  and 
1653,  including  Friedrich,  bom  about  1648. 

The  Weitenau  Cloister  (now  a  drug  rehabilitation  center)  kept  no 
death  records  from  1693  to  1738.  No  records  of  the  deaths  of  Friedrich 
(1648),  Anna  (1654),  and  Eva  (1659)  were  found,  indicating  that  they  must 
have  died  after  1693.  No  record  of  either  the  birth  or  death  of  Friedrich 
(1648)  was  found,  but  we  know  that  there  was  such  a  son  from  the  fact  that 
he  married  Maria  Trefzerin  with  whom  he  had  a  daughter  in  1672. 

Maria  (1645)  married  Hans  Ceymer  of  Hofen  in  1678  and  died  as  the 
widow  of  Adam  Jorgis,  the  miller  at  the  Weitenau  Cloister,  in  1713. 

Kiingold  (1656)  married  Jacob  Lenger  of  Endenburg  in  1683. 

Eva  (1659)  married  Hans  Trefzer  of  Endenburg  in  1686,  and  Martin 
(1662)  married  Elisabeth  Trefzer,  a  sister  of  Hans,  five  days  later. 

When  Martin  (1662)  died  in  1741  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  in 
1737,  they  were  both  shown  as  “Guthemann”  on  their  death  records. 

For  reasons  unknown,  Bartholomaus  was  a  frequent  Godfather  to 
children  bom  in  the  hinter  Kandertal ,  a  region  where  no  Giidemann  had  ever 
lived.  Almost  surely,  his  contacts  there  led  to  his  son  Johann  (1643),  our 
ancestor,  marrying  a  bride  from  Kaltenbach  and  moving  there.  All 
Giidemanns  ever  bom  in  the  hinter  Kandertal  were  descendants  of  this 
couple. 

The  Grether  name  is  still  very  common  in  the  South  Black  Forest. 
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They  placed  immense  importance  on  a  child  being  baptized  before  it 
died.  Sometimes,  however,  it  was  not  possible  to  do  so,  as  in  cases  when  a 
child  was  stillborn.  This  happened  in  1672  when  Friedrich  (1648),  the  son 
of  Bartholomaus,  had  a  daughter,  Maria.  The  record  of  the  birth  stated: 

The  baby  was  stillborn.  God  wants  to  take  the  child  into  Heaven  even 
though  it  was  not  baptized.  It  will  still  be  saved  because  of  God’s  dear 
son  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  ancestors  lived  in  Endenburg  from  about  1643,  when 
Bartholomaus  moved  from  Hausen  to  Endenburg  and  married  Maria 
Gretherin,  to  1686,  when  he  died  there. 
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JOHANN  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  End(en)burg. 


Born:  1643  in  End(en)burg. 


Died:  February  17,  1699,  in  Kalt(en)bach. 


Married:  April  17,  1676,  in  Kalt(en)bach  to: 


MARIA  STROHMEYER. 

of  Kaltenbach. 


Daughter  of 

Jacob  Strohmeyer 
of  Kalt(en)bach. 


Born:  Easter  Monday,  1655,  in  Kalt(en)bach. 
Died:  February  25,  1699,  in  Kalt(en)bach. 


and 


Maria  Pfunderin 
of  Vogelbach. 


Children: 

Maria  -  January  1,  1677,  to  September  11,  1680. 

JACOB  -  April  8,  1678,  to  after  1708. 

Barthlin  -  October  25,  1679,  to  January  10,  1680. 

Anna  -  December  22,  1681,  to  May  5,  1761. 

Maria  -  July  25  (St.  Jacobi  Day),  1683,  to  January  12,  1770. 
Johannes  -  April  21,  1694,  to  November  23,  1765. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  Kalt(en)bach. 
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Johann  moved  from  Endenburg  to  Kaltenbach,  three  and  one-half 
miles  to  the  north,  and  married  Maria  Strohmeyer  of  a  prominent  Kaltenbach 
family  in  1676.  The  Strohmeyer  name  still  has  a  presence  in  Kaltenbach. 

Anna  (1681)  married  Martin  Oswald  of  Wampach  in  1699  and  died  as 
the  widow  of  Hans  Jacob  Meyer,  the  mayor  of  Edenbach. 

Maria  (1683)  married  Hans  Jorg  Miitterer  of  Vogelbach  in  1710. 

Johannes  (1694)  married  and  died  as  a  widower  in  Kaltenbach. 

When  Johann  and  his  wife,  Maria,  died  within  eight  days  of  each 
other  in  1699,  they  left  four  children  ages  four  to  twenty  years  old,  the  eldest 
being  our  ancestor  Jacob  (1678).  Seven  months  later,  he  married,  and  we 
have  to  assume  that  he  and  his  bride  cared  for  his  three  younger  siblings. 
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JACOB  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Kaltenbach. 


Born:  April  8,  1678,  in  Kaltenbach. 

Died:  After  1708  in  Kaltenbach. 

Married:  September  4,  1699,  in  Marzell  to: 

MARGARETHA  PFUNDERIN . 

of  Lutschenbach. 

Born:  Purifio  (Virgin)  Maria  Day,  1680. 

Died:  After  1708  in  Kaltenbach. 

Children: 

Johannes  -  June  23,  1700. 

Jacob  -  July  29,  1702. 

Maria  -  September  28,  1704. 

MATTHIAS  -  March  1,  1707,  to  May  21,  1773. 
Margaretha  -  March  20,  1 709. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  Kaltenbach. 


Daughter  of 
Matthias  Pfunder 
of  Lutschenbach. 

and 

Maria  Eychin 
of  Lutschenbach. 
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Death  records  for  the  years  1693  to  1738  are  either  not  available  or  of 
extremely  poor  quality. 

Jacob  (1678)  is  our  rare  ancestor  who  was  bom  and  died  in  the  same 
village. 

Margaretha  Pfunderin  (1680)  was  from  Lutschenbach,  a  small 
mountain  village  only  one  mile  from  Kaltenbach. 

You  will  notice  that  the  mother  of  our  ancestor  Matthias  (1707)  was 
Margaretha  Pfunderin,  the  daughter  of  Matthias  Pfunder  of  Liitschenbach, 
and  that  his  great-grandmother  was  Maria  Pfunderin  (1630),  the  daughter  of 
Andreas  Pfunder  of  Vogelbach.  If  the  two  Pfunders  had  a  common  ancestor, 
we  would  have  to  go  back  before  records  were  kept  to  identify  him.  The 
Pfunder  name  is  still  quite  common  in  the  region. 

Our  ancestors  lived  in  Kaltenbach  from  about  1676,  when  Johann 
(1643)  moved  from  Endenburg  to  Kaltenbach  and  married  Maria 
Strohmeyer,  to  about  1743,  when  Matthias  (1707),  his  grandson,  moved 
from  Kaltenbach  to  Vogelbach  and  married  Anna  Maria  Oswaldin. 
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MATTHIAS  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Kaltenbach. 

Born:  March  1,  1707,  in  Kaltenbach. 

Died:  May  21,  1773,  in  Vogelbach. 

Married:  February  19,  1743,  in  Vogelbach  to: 


ANNA  MARIA  OSWALDIN .  Daughter  of: 

of  Ma(h)lsburg.  Hans  Oswald 

of  Ma(h)lsburg. 

Born:  April  6,  1720,  in  Malsburg  and 

baptized  in  Vogelbach.  and 

Died:  August  6,  1 796,  in  Vogelbach.  Maria  Graferin 


of  Ma(h)lsburg. 

Children: 

Hans  Georg  -  August  5,  1 744,  to  May  7,  1 746. 

Hans  Jerg  -  December  26,  1746,  to  March  26,  1830. 

Maria  Barbara  -  August  24,  1749,  to  January  20,  1837. 
Catharina  -  February  5, 1 752,  to  September  29,  1 824. 

JACOB  ADAM  -  November  25,  1753,  to  April  19,  1818. 
Matthias  (a  twin)  -  August  11,1 757,  to  September  7,  1 757. 
Regina  Barbara  (a  twin)  -  August  11,1 757,  to  February  9, 1 758. 
Cunigunda  -  November  28,  1758,  to  November  23,  1806. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  Vogelbach. 
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Matthias  (1707)  moved  from  Kaltenbach  to  Vogelbach,  three  miles  to 
the  west  across  the  Kander  River  valley,  and  married  Anna  Maria  Oswaldin 
(1720)  in  1743.  He  died  in  Vogelbach,  and  his  death  record  states  that  “he 
just  wasted  away”. 

Hans  Jerg  (1746)  never  married  and  died  in  Vogelbach  in  1830  as  a 
day  laborer. 

Maria  Barbara  (1749)  married  Johannes  Weiss  of  Wies,  three  miles  to 
the  east,  and  had  four  children. 

Catharina  (1752)  died  in  Vogelbach  in  1824  as  a  single  person. 

Cunigunda  (1758)  died  in  Vogelbach  in  1806  “of  a  tightness  in  her 
chest”  as  a  single  person.  She  was  a  frequent  Godmother.  It  seems  that 
unmarried  adults  were  honored  as  Godparents  extraordinarily  frequently. 

When  Matthias  moved  from  Kaltenbach  to  Vogelbach  it  marked  the 
end  of  the  history  of  our  ancestral  chain  in  Kaltenbach.  However,  Johannes 
(1694),  the  brother  of  our  ancestor  Jacob  (1678),  remained  in  Kaltenbach 
and  married  Anna  Riedacherin  (1695)  of  Marzell.  They  had  many 
descendants,  with  their  line  continuing  in  Kaltenbach  down  to  1869,  when 
Ernst  Gudemann,  the  son  of  Johann  Jacob  Friedrich  Gudemann  (1835)  and 
Katharina  Barbara  Asal  (1838),  was  bom.  After  this  last  Gudemann  birth  in 
Kaltenbach,  the  couple  moved  south  to  Kandem  where  they  had  three  more 
children.  However,  before  Johann  Jacob  Friedrich  married  Katharina 
Barbara,  he  made  a  trip  to  America  to  explore  the  possibilities  of  settling 
here.  In  April  1863,  at  the  age  of  28,  he  applied  for  permission  to  make  the 
trip  with  the  statement: 

/  want  to  take  a  trip  to  America  and  I  will  decide  then  if  I  will  officially 
request  to  emigrate,  depending  on  how  well  it  goes  for  me  in  America. 

He  did  the  almost  unheard  of  thing  of  returning  to  Europe.  We  can 
well  imagine  that  his  arrival  in  the  United  States  at  the  height  of  the  Civil 
War  was  no  small  factor  in  his  decision.  After  all,  one  of  the  traditional 
motivations  for  moving  to  America  had  been  to  escape  German  militarism. 
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We  know  that  he  didn’t  remain  long  in  America  because  he  married 
Katharina  Barbara  in  Kaltenbach  in  May  1864  with  whom  he  had  a  total  of 
eight  children.  He  died  in  Lorrach  in  1922  at  the  age  of  87.  He  was  a  fourth 
cousin  of  my  great-grandfather  Fritz. 

When  Johann  Jacob  Friedrich  Gudemann  moved  with  his  family  to 
Kandem,  it  was  indicative  of  a  trend.  By  this  time  the  Industrial  Revolution 
was  well  established,  and  there  was  a  mini-migration  south  to  such  cities  as 
Kandem  and  Lorrach,  Germany,  and  Basel,  Switzerland,  where  better 
employment  opportunities  existed. 

A  curious  event  took  place  in  1771,  as  is  related  below: 

News  About  the  Large  Bell  for  the  Vogelbach  Church. 

In  the  year  1771  the  two  villages  Vogelbach  and  Kdsacker  had  a 
church  bell  manufactured  at  Lorrach.  The  bell  was  made  by  an  iron 
caster  named  Andreas  Rost.  It  weighed  364  pounds  and  had  the 
following  inscription  on  it: 

Made  by  Andreas  Rost  in  Lorrach  in  1771. 

The  bell  belongs  to  the  people  who  live  in  Vogelbach. 

J.A.  LaCoste,  J.  B.  Ziegler,  Joh.  G.  Glatt  the  teacher,  L.  Lenz,  J.  Ritter 
the  judge  and. . ,  J.G.  Miitterer.  F.  Oswald. 

The  following  citizens  have  donated  money  for  the  purchase  of  the  bell: 

1.  Mr.  Peter  Probst  from  Biirgeln  gave  the  amount  of  13  Floren. 

2.  Mr.  Hans  Jerg  Miitterer  gave  the  amount  of  15  Floren.  This 
money  was  invested  and  by  the  time  the  bell  is  cast,  this  money 
will  have  earned  4  Floren  (Gulden)  interest.  This  adds  up  to 
a  total  of  19  Floren. 

3.  Hans  Jerg  Miitterer  and  Fritz  Miitterer,  his  son,  gave  8  Floren. 

4.  Bartlin  Dreher,  7  Floren,  45  Kreutzer. 

5.  Fritz  Homberger,  8  Floren. 

6.  Hans  Ritter,  8  Floren. 

7.  Hans  Hug,  the  tavern  owner,  4  Floren. 

8.  Friz  Kropf  5  Floren. 

9.  Martin  Asaal,  8  Floren. 

10.  Johannes  Miitterer,  3  Floren. 

11.  Hans  Jacob  Hofmann,  48  Kruetzer. 

12.  Friz  Asaal,  3  Floren,  30  Kruetzer. 
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13.  Friz  Breh,  3  Flore n. 

14.  Hans  Jerg  Strubel,  2  Floren. 

15.  Friz  Meyer,  5  Floren. 

16.  Michel  Scheml,  1  Floren. 

1 7.  Leopold  Friedrich  Miitterer,  4  Floren. 

18.  Andreas  Motsch,  3  Floren. 

19.  Joseph  Reinhard,  48  Kreutzer. 

20.  Matthias  Meyer,  48  Kreutzer. 

21.  Jacob  Lenz,  3  Floren. 

22.  Matthias  Zech,  2  Floren. 

23.  Matthias  Giidemann,  1  Kreutzer. 

24.  Hans  Michael  Wagner,  48  Kreutzer. 

25.  Matthias  Weiss,  30  Kreutzer. 

26.  Hans  Lacher,  48  Kreutzer. 

27.  Jacob  Mender,  3  Floren. 

28.  Johannes  Mender,  3  Floren. 

29.  Fritz  Mender,  junior,  gave  2  Floren,  24  Kreutzer. 

30.  Jacob  Lenz,  4  Floren,  7  Kreutzer. 

31.  Hans  Jacob  Oswald,  5  Floren,  30  Kreutzer. 

The  remainder  of  the  money  that  was  needed  to  pay  for  the  church  bell 
came  from  the  cutting,  and  then  selling  of  wood  that  came  from  the 
forest  which  is  owned  by  both  the  citizens  of  Vogelbach  and  Kasacker. 

Other  villages  belonging  to  this  parish  did  not  want  to  donate  even  one 
Kreutzer  to  buy  the  bell,  even  though  they  had  been  asked  to  participate 
in  this  joint  purchase.  Therefore  this  bell  hence  belongs  solely  to  the 
citizens  of  Vogelbach  and  Kasacker.  It  therefore  is  the  wish  of  those 
citizens  that  this  bell  will  never  toll  for  any  weddings,  baptisms,  or 
funerals  of  those  villages  who  did  not  donate  any  money  for  its 
purchase,  that  is  without  first  getting  consent  from  the  citizens  of 
Vogelbach  and  Kasacker.  This  was  recorded  at  the  request  of  the 
villages  of  Vogelbach  and  Kasacker. 

Ziegler,  Notary  Public. 

Why  did  our  ancestor  Matthias  contribute  the  smallest  possible 
amount?  At  that  time,  he  and  his  wife  and  five  of  his  children  were  living  in 
Vogelbach,  comprising  a  significant  part  of  the  two  town’s  total  population. 

Our  ancestors  lived  in  Vogelbach  from  about  1743,  when  Matthias 
(1707)  married  Anna  Maria  Oswaldin  (1720),  to  about  1782,  when  Jacob 
Adam  (1753),  his  son,  married  Anna  Barbara  Kropfin  (1738)  and  moved 
from  Vogelbach  to  Marzell.  This  was  only  the  first  time  span  in  which  our 
ancestors  lived  in  Vogelbach.  Jacob  Adam’s  son,  Johann  Jacob  (1784), 
moved  back  to  Vogelbach  about  1807  and  married  Maria  Barbara  Oswaldin. 


36-22 


JACOB  ADAM  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Vogelbach. 

Born:  November  25,  1753,  in  Vogelbach. 
Died:  April  19,  1818,  in  Marzell. 

Married:  June  5,  1782,  in  Vogelbach  to: 

ANNA  BARBARA  KROPFIN . 

of  Marzell. 

Born:  December  17,  1738,  in  Marzell. 
Died:  November  22,  1806,  in  Marzell. 


Daughter  of: 
Hans  Kropfin 
of  Marzell. 

and 

Maria  Heizin 
of  Marzell. 


Children: 

Johann  Jacob  -  August  3,  1782,  to  December  29,  1782. 
JOHANN  JACOB  -  February  25,  1784,  to  December  18,  1853. 

Both  the  sons  were  bom  in  Marzell. 
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Jacob  Adam  moved  from  Vogelbach  to  Marzell,  two  miles  to  the 
north,  and  married  Anna  Barbara  Kropfin  in  1782. 

The  first  son,  Johann  Jacob  (1782),  died  five  months  after  birth.  Their 
second  son,  Johann  Jacob  (1784),  our  ancestor,  was  bom  fourteen  months 
later.  We  almost  didn’t  make  it.  Johann  Jacob  (1784)  was  bom  when  his 
mother,  Anna  Barbara  Kropfin,  was  over  45  years  old.  We  can  imagine  that 
he  may  not  have  been  a  very  healthy  child.  However,  healthy  or  not  at  birth, 
we  must  conclude  that  he  developed  into  a  healthy,  virile  adult  when  we  find 
that  he  had  thirteen  children,  including  my  great-grandfather  Fritz,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  69. 

Jacob  Adam  was  28  years  old  and  Anna  Barbara  was  43  years  old 
when  they  married  in  1782.  You  will  notice  that  their  first  son  was  bom  two 
months  after  the  marriage. 

When  they  married,  Anna  Barbara  was  a  widow  with  three  children  (a 
fourth  had  died  at  the  age  of  six),  the  youngest  being  seven  years  old.  She 
had  married  Friedrich  Leisinger  (1723)  of  Wies  in  1755  when  he  was  32 
years  old  and  she  was  only  sixteen  and  one-half  years  old.  Strangely,  their 
first  child  was  not  bom  until  five  years  later.  Friedrich  Leisinger  died  in 
1779  at  the  age  of  55,  and  Jacob  Adam  married  the  widow  three  years  later. 

Our  ancestors  lived  in  Marzell  from  about  1782,  when  Jacob  Adam 
(1753)  moved  from  Vogelbach  to  Marzell  and  married  Anna  Barbara 
Kropfin,  to  1818,  when  he  died  there. 
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JOHANN  JACOB  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Marzell. 

Born:  February  25,  1784,  in  Marzell. 

Died:  December  18,  1853,  in  Vogelbach. 

Married:  June  2,  1807,  in  Vogelbach  to: 
(first  marriage) 


MARIA  BARBARA  OSWALDIN . 

of  Vogelbach. 

Born:  September  14,  1785,  in  Vogelbach. 
Died:  March  17,  1824,  in  Vogelbach. 


Daughter  of: 

Simon  Oswald 
of  Wambach. 

and 


Margaretha  Motschen 
of  Vogelbach. 


Children: 

Johann  Jacob  -  April  2,  1808,  to  January  26,  1859. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon  -  August  19,  1809,  to  October  29,  1896. 
Simon  -  November  30,  1811. 

Johannes  -  June  18,  1814,  to  March  13,  1864. 

FRITZ  -  September  24,  1819,  to  April  26,  1890. 

David  -  February  25,  1822,  to  September  9,  1905. 

Matthias  (a  twin)  -  March  10,  1824,  to  March  14,  1824. 

Anna  Barbara  (a  twin)  -  March  10,  1824. 


All  the  children,  including  my  great-grandfather,  were  bom  in  Vogelbach. 
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Johann  Jacob  Gudemann  moved  from  Marzell  to  Vogelbach  to  marry 
Maria  Barbara  Oswaldin  in  1807.  This  time  our  ancestors  lived  in 
Vogelbach  from  about  1807  to  1853,  when  Johann  Jacob  died  there. 

Matthias,  the  twin  son  bom  in  1824,  died  four  days  after  birth,  and  his 
mother  died  three  days  later.  Both  twins  were  immediately  baptized  at  home 
because  they  were  too  weak  to  be  carried  to  the  church.  The  twin  daughter, 
Anna  Barbara,  lived  and  married  and  had  a  family. 

On  pages  1-15  and  16,  it  is  stated  that: 

Joe  Gudeman  of  Medaryville,  Indiana,  in  1971  ....  had  information  that 
Fritz’s  mother  died  when  he  was  six  years  old  and  that  his  father 
remarried  when  he  was  eleven  years  old,  at  which  time  Fritz  left  home  . 

. “Having  no  written  record,  I  searched  my  mental  record,”  and, 

further,  “Dates  and  happenings  may  not  be  exact,  but  I  paused  often  in 
prayer  until  I  had  ease  and  freedom  to  write  these  accounts.” 

Joe  was  a  bit  overly  modest.  Although  he  was  not  precisely  correct, 
he  did  pretty  well.  We  now  know  that  Fritz’s  mother  died  when  he  was  four 
years  old,  instead  of  six,  and  that  his  father  remarried  when  he  was  still  four 
years  old,  not  eleven.  Joe’s  statement  tha.  Fritz  left  home  when  he  was  only 
eleven,  something  that  apparently  was  not  unheard  of  at  that  time,  is  the  only 
knowledge  that  we  have  of  this.  In  the  absence  of  anything  to  the  contrary, 
we  will  accept  Joe’s  statement  as  being  correct. 

Johann  Jacob  was  shown  as  a  Schuster  (a  shoemaker)  when  he 
married  in  1 807. 


The  Shoemaker 

Come  in  all  of  you  who  need 
boots  and  shoes. 

I  can  make  you  some  good 
ones  that  will  fit. 

I  also  make  rifle  and 
crossbow  pouches  and  pouches 
for  other  weapons. 

I  make  fire-buckets  and  lids 
for  travel  chests,  riding 
boots,  special  shoes,  house 
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shoes  that  are  lined  with 
cloth,  water  tight  boots 
and  open  toed  shoes  for 
women  just  like  the  ones 
worn  at  the  royal  court. 

You  will  notice  that  the  children’s  great-grandmother  was  Anna  Maria 
Oswaldin  (1720),  and  that  their  mother  was  Maria  Barbara  Oswaldin  (1785). 
To  find  a  common  paternal  ancestor,  if  any,  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  back 
in  time  before  records  were  kept.  Anna  Maria  was  the  daughter  of  an  Hans 
Oswald  of  Malsburg,  and  Maria  Barbara  was  the  daughter  of  a  Simon 
Oswald  of  Wambach  and  Vogelbach.  The  Oswald  name  in  the  hinter 
Kandertal ,  like  the  Greiner  name  in  the  Kiimberg  region,  is,  by  far,  the  most 
common  family  name. 

Johann  August  Sutter  of  California  gold  rush  fame  was  bom  in  1803 
in  Kandem,  only  four  miles  south  of  Vogelbach,  and  he  returned  to  his 
family’s  native  Switzerland  in  1818,  one  year  before  Fritz  was  bom.  Our 
ancestor  Johann  Jacob  (1784)  moved  to  Vogelbach  in  1807,  which  means 
that  he  lived  only  four  miles  from  young  Sutter  for  eleven  years,  from  1 807 
to  1818.  Likewise,  the  lives  of  the  four  eldest  sons  of  Johann  Jacob  over¬ 
lapped  Sutter’s  time  in  Kandem.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  their  paths 
crossed  at  times,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  oldest  son,  Johann  Jacob 
(1808),  who  was  only  five  years  younger  than  Sutter. 
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JOHANN  JACOB  GUDEMANN 

A  citizen  of  Vogelbach. 

Born:  February  25,  1784,  in  Marzell. 

Died:  December  18,  1853,  in  Vogelbach. 

Married:  August  14,  1824,  in  Vogelbach  to: 
(second  Marriage) 


ANNA  MARIA  MEYERIN . 

of  Vogelbach. 

Born:  September  7,  1794,  in  Vogelbach. 
Died:  December  28,  1859,  in  Vogelbach. 


Daughter  of: 

Matthias  Meyer 
of  Vogelbach 

and 

Maria  Winterin. 
of  the  Platzhof. 


Children: 

Matthias  -  March  2,  1826,  to  July  17,  1849. 

Johann  Georg  -  November  29,  1828, 

Anna  Maria  -  October  26,  1830. 

Anna  Catharina  -  December  18,  1832,  to  February  3,  1907. 
Maria  Katharina  -  September  3,  1835. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  Vogelbach. 
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After  Johann  Jacob’s  first  wife  died  in  March  1824,  it  took  him  less 
than  five  months  to  marry  a  29  year  old  local  bride.  He  was  40  years  old 
with  seven  children,  ranging  in  ages  from  five  months  to  sixteen  years,  at  the 
time  of  the  marriage. 

When  Johann  Jacob  died  he  was  listed  as  a  Landwirt  (a  farmer). 

The  Farmer 


I  am  a  farmer. 

Sometimes  the  work  is  so 
hard  that  I  tire  of  it. 

I  have  to  plough,  sow  and 
weed,  cut  the  grain,  thrash 
it,  cut  the  hay,  put  wood 
(in  the  forest),  and  bring 
home  the  hay  and  the  harvest. 

The  taxes  that  I  have  to 
pay  give  me  much  worry. 

I  drink  water  and  eat  hard 
bread,  almost  like  our 
forefather  Adam  did. 

Fritz  arrived  in  America  one  month  before  his  father,  Johann  Jacob, 
died  in  December  1853,  something  Fritz  could  have  known  nothing  about 
until  his  chance  contact  with  his  niece,  Carolina,  in  Illinois  in  about  1878 
(Page  11-2). 

Johann  Jacob  Gudemann  (1784)  and  his  second  wife,  Anna  Maria 
Meyerin  (1794),  were  third  cousins,  their  common  ancestor  being  Johann 
Gudemann  (1643)  of  Endenburg/Kaltenbach.  Johann  Jacob  was  a 
descendant  of  Jacob  (1678),  and  Anna  Maria  was  a  descendant  of  Jacob’s 
brother  Johannes  (1694),  of  the  Gudemann  branch  that  remained  in 
Kaltenbach  for  several  generations. 

That  Fritz  Gudemann,  my  great-grandfather,  was  bom  in  Vogelbach 
and  lived  there  as  a  youth  has  been  well  established.  However,  the  exact 
location  in  Vogelbach  remained  unanswered.  Wemer  Gudemann,  my  third 
cousin  of  Feuerbach,  is  certain  that  it  was  on  a  large  hill  (or  small  mountain) 
at  the  edge  of  Vogelbach  known  as  the  Burgberg  (page  36-33).  This  is 
supported  by  a  document  which  recorded  the  sale  of  property  by  Johann 
Jacob,  Fritz’s  father,  to  David,  Fritz’s  brother,  in  1850: 
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The  Burgberg  today  with  the  schoolhouse 
in  foreground. 
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View  of  Vogelbach  from  the  Burgberg. 
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Mai s burg,  August  15,  1850 

The  honorable  Mayor  Breh,  city  councilman  Meier,  councilman  Jurd, 
councilman  Weiss,  councilman  Wehrlin  and  city  clerk  Schaefer,  also 
present  are  Johann  Jacob  Giidemann  with  his  wife  Anna  Maria,  maiden 
name  Meier  and  also  David  Giidemann,  all  from  Vogelbach. 

Jacob,  Anna  and  David  ask  that  the  following  sales  contract  be 
accepted  and  entered  into  the  registry  of  deeds. 

Jacob  and  Anna  sold  the  following  property  to  David  on  June  14,  of 
this  year. 

1.  A  one-story  building  with  barn  and  stables  located  next  to  their  house. 

2.  1/4  field  on  the  Burgberg  located  next  to  the  property  of  Jacob 
Friedrich  Kiefer  and  that  of  Johann  Lenz. 

3.  Six  Juchert  (field  measure)  of  arable  ground  and  a  fallow  field  on  the 
Burgberg  located  next  to  the  property  of  Johann  Lenz  and  Fritz 
Dobelin. 

4.  2/4  and  18  Ruten  wooded  land  in  the  Bannholz  located  next  to  land 
belonging  to  Bartlin  Bechtel  and  Jacob  Flath. 

5.  3/4  and  48  Ruten  wooded  land  located  next  to  that  of  Johann  Asal  and 
Simon  Weiss. 

For  the  price  of: 

A)  820  FI.  Eight  hundred  twenty  Gulden  under  the  following 

conditions. 

1.  Sales  tax  for  the  property  has  to  be  paid  in  cash  for  the  lien. 

2.  No  guarantee  will  be  given  for  the  correct  size  of  property  or 
the  amount  of  property  tax  owed. 

3.  The  sellers  will  have  the  right  to  live  in  the  sold  house  for  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  without  payment  of  rent,  that  is  to  live 
in  the  living  room  and  to  carry  out  their  personal  business 
there.  They  also  have  the  right  to  set  up  their  bed-stead  in  the 
Kuchenkammer  [pantry]  and  to  store  their  personal  belongings 
in  the  cellar,  the  kitchen  and  the  attic,  as  well  as  to  store  their 
food  supplies  and  keep  their  live-stock  in  the  stables.  From  the 
sold  land  the  sellers  will  keep  one-third  for  themselves  which 
they  will  use  as  long  as  they  are  able  to  farm  the  land 
themselves  for  the  planting  of  which  they  will  supply  the  seeds. 
If  however  age  or  illness  will  prevent  them  from  doing  their 
own  farming,  the  buyer  will  hence  do  this  work  for  them  free  of 
charge.  From  their  cow  the  sellers  have  the  right  to  1/3  of  the 
produce,  the  calves  will  belong  to  the  buyer  with  the  exception 

of .  If  the  cow  is  in  need  of  extra  feed,  the  sellers  will  be 

responsible  for  the  purchase  of  the  same.  If  one  of  the  sellers 
dies,  the  surviving  one  will  hence  have  the  right  to  1/4  of  the 


36-35 


above  instead  of  1/3.  The  buyer  is  responsible  for  keeping  the 
oven  lit  in  the  wintertime.  Any  wood  that  is  needed  for  the  cook 
stove  has  to  be  chopped  by  the  sellers  themselves  but  only  as 
long  as  they  are  able  to  do  so.  The  unmarried  children  of  Jacob 
Gudemann  and  his  wife  will  have  the  right  to  live  in  the  house 
free  of  charge  as  long  as  they  are  unmarried.  In  the  case  that 
the  sellers  become  old  or  weak  or  ill  and  are  not  able  to  care 
for  themselves,  the  buyer  promises  to  care  for  them  at  the  best 
of  his  ability  free  of  charge.  Taxes  and  municipality  specials 
are  the  responsibility  of  the  buyer,  but  the  sellers  promise  to  pay 
their  share  of  the  specials  to  the  extent  that  they  are  able  to. 

Both  parties  agree  not  to  break  this  contract.  The  City 
Council  testifies  that  the  sold  property  is  that  belonging  to  the 
sellers  and  guarantees  the  same. 

Read  and  signed 

The  City  Council 
Breh,  mayor 
Matthias  Wehrlin 
Jacob  Jurd 
Simon  Weiss 
Seller: 

Jacob  Gudemann 

Buyer: 

David  Gudemann 

You  will  notice  that  the  document  fails  to  identify  exactly  where  the 
“one  story  building  with  bam  and  stables”  is  located,  although  the  Burgberg 
is  later  mentioned  twice  in  the  descriptions  of  two  other  parcels.  That  the 
house  was  located  on  the  Burgberg  is  well  established  by  another  document 
24  years  later.  In  1874,  when  David’s  wife  died,  he  was  required  by  law  to 
make  a  division  of  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  five  children  (page  37- 
11).  The  first  item  listed  was: 

1.  A  one  story  house  with  a  barn  and  stable  in  Vogel  bach  located  on 
the  Burgberg,  not  adjoining  anybody  else ’s  house. 

Undoubtedly,  this  refers  to  the  same  house  which  David  bought  from 
his  father  in  1850. 

Unfortunately,  land  records  do  not  go  back  to  the  time  when  Fritz 
lived  in  Vogelbach,  making  it  impossible  to  ascertain  with  absolute  certainty 
exactly  where  he  lived.  However,  in  the  absence  of  any  information  to  the 
contrary,  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  premise  that  the  Burgberg  was  the  spot. 
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When  Johann  Jacob  sold  his  house  to  David  in  1850,  he  still  had 
seven  children  living  at  home. 

Look  at  the  old  photo  of  the  Burgberg  on  page  36-39.  Now,  if  you 
will,  notice  the  path  that  led  from  the  house  down  to  the  school  house.  That 
path  marks  the  most  probable  beginning  of  Fritz’s  wanderings  which 
brought  him  to  the  prairie  of  central  Illinois  twenty-three  years  later.  We 
cannot  begin  to  imagine  the  thoughts  and  emotions  which  the  lad  of  eleven 
must  have  been  experiencing  as  he  walked  away  from  his  father  and  his 
brothers  and  his  sisters  and  everything  that  he  had  ever  known  in  his  little 
world.  Did  he  have  the  slightest  notion  that  he  would  never  again  have 
contact  with  them,  as  appears  to  be  the  case?  His  life  from  1830,  when  he 
left  home,  to  1853,  when  he  crossed  the  ocean  and  settled  in  central  Illinois, 
is  a  total  blank  except  for  one  event.  We  do  know  that  shortly  before  he 
emigrated  in  1853  he  married  Anna  Maria  Minger  of  Limpach,  Switzerland, 
50  miles  to  the  south.  But  we  will  never  know  where  his  wanderings  took 
him  in  the  intervening  years.  What  an  incredible  story  that  would  make,  if 
we  only  knew  the  details!  Unfortunately,  however,  we  made  the  mistake 
that  is  so  commonly  made:  we  failed  to  inquire  of  those  who  may  have  had 
knowledge  while  they  were  still  living. 

Hard  times  befell  the  Gudemann  family  of  Vogelbach  in  the  economic 
depression  of  the  late  1840s  and  early  1850s.  A  court  order  of  1847  reveals 
that  a  Moses  Maier,  a  Jew  of  Mullheim,  was  awarded  a  judgment  against 
Johann  Jacob  Gudemann  (1784)  for  a  delinquent  debt.  In  1848  the  town  of 
Malsburg  sued  Johann  Jacob  for  back  taxes.  And  a  court  order  of  1852 
directed  Johann  Jacob  to  pay  a  creditor  for  an  overdue  debt  within  fifteen 
days. 


Note:  Johann  Jacob’s  financial  straits  coincided  with  a  general  deep 
depression  throughout  Europe.  Unusual  climate  during  these  years 
contributed  to  crop  failures  (the  Irish  did  not  have  a  monopoly  on  the  potato 
plant  blight),  which,  combined  with  political  unrest,  precipitated  the 
widespread  revolt  of  1848/49  in  which  Johann  Jacob  lost  one  of  his  sons.  To 
a  great  extent,  these  harsh  conditions  explain  the  extraordinary  number  of 
members  of  the  Apostolic  Christian  Church,  including  several  of  my  great- 
grandparents,  who  emigrated  to  America  at  about  that  time. 
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When  we  visited  Vogelbach,  we  stayed  for  several  days  with  Horst 
and  Heidi  Wagner,  a  lovely  couple  who  have  a  Ferienwohnung ,  a  beautiful, 
fully  equipped  vacation  apartment  in  the  upper  level  of  their  home.  They 
were  most  hospitable  and  helpful  in  every  way.  For  instance,  when  I  asked 
about  today’s  population  of  Vogelbach,  it  took  them  about  ten  minutes  to 
take  a  mental  census.  There  are  now  133  people  in  Vogelbach,  compared  to 
107  in  1806,  at  about  the  time  Johann  Jacob  (1784)  moved  there  from 
Marzell.  The  Wagners  informed  us  that  the  Gudemanns  had  a  reputation  of 
being  hardworking  and  trustworthy  people. 

Contacts  with  the  people  of  Germany  cannot  help  but  deeply  impress 
one  with  how  their  lives  were  drastically  impacted  by  World  War  II.  The 
Wagner  couple  makes  for  a  striking  example.  Horst’s  father  survived  the 
war  but  lost  both  his  arms  at  the  shoulders  in  an  accident  in  a  Russian 
prisoner-of-war  camp.  From  that  time  on,  all  his  personal  needs  had  to  be 
administered  by  members  of  his  family  until  he  died  in  Vogelbach  at  the  age 
of  85.  Heidi’s  father  entered  the  militia  in  1937,  two  years  before  the  start  of 
the  war.  He  lived  through  action  on  various  fronts  and  survived  a  wound  in 
Russia.  However,  he  was  killed  in  Normandy  at  St.  Mere  Eglise,  France, 
near  the  Utah  Beach  invasion  landing  eight  days  after  D-day.  Heidi  never 
knew  her  father.  The  Wagners  make  periodic  pilgrimages  to  Normandy  to 
visit  his  gravesite. 

Every  church  in  Germany  has  a  memorial  plaque  on  which  the  war 
casualties  are  listed,  and  the  three  churches  of  the  hinter  Kandertal  are  no 
exception.  There  are  48  casualties  listed  in  Marzell,  47  in  Vogelbach,  and 
27  in  Kaltenbach,  for  a  total  of  122,  out  of  a  total  population  of  about  1,600. 

Fortunately,  the  hinter  Kandertal  was  spared  damage  in  the  war. 
There  simply  were  no  cities,  factories  or  rail  centers  worth  bombing. 
However,  after  the  war,  it  was  occupied  by  the  vexatious  French,  during 
which  time  the  people  were  subjected  to  repeated  indignities.  French 
soldiers  invaded  and  burglarized  houses  at  will,  and,  in  one  cited  example, 
eighteen  men  were  arrested  and  beaten  without  any  explanation  for  their 
punishment. 
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An  old  photo  of  the  Burgberg  and  the  schoolhouse 
from  Vogelbach’s  cemetery. 


David  J.  and  Maria  Gudeman  with  Horst  and  Heidi 
Wagner  in  Vogelbach’s  Maien  Gasthaus. 
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Fritz’s  Twelve  Siblings 


ohann  Jacob,  bom  in  1808  in  Vogelbach  and  died  in  1859 
as  a  farmer  in  Liitschenbach,  two  miles  to  the  east.  Married 
in  1838  to  Katharina  Barbara  Asal,  bom  in  1814  in  Malsburg 
and  died  in  1856  in  Lausbiihl,  adjacent  to  Liitschenbach. 


He  was  the  father  of  an  illegitimate  daughter,  Maria  Katharina,  bom 
in  1836  in  Malsburg,  after  whose  birth  he  declared: 


/,  Johann  Jacob  Gudemann  freely  and  willingly  declare  that  I  am  the 
father  of  the  child  born  to  Katharina  Barbara  Asal  on  January  26, 
1836,  and,  further,  that  I  am  the  legitimate  son  of  Johann  Jacob 
Gudemann  citizen  and  Schuhmacher  [shoemaker]  in  Vogelbach,  and 
Maria  Barbara  Oswald. 

This  statement  was  made  in  the  presence  of  the  following  two 
witnesses: 


Matthias  Meyer  citizen  and  Schmied  [a  blacksmith]  from  Vogelbach, 
and  Friedrich  Gudemann,  a  Nagler  [a  blacksmith  who  makes  nails] 
from  Vogelbach. 

Johann  Jacob  and  Katharina  Barbara  married  in  1838,  and  eight 
months  later,  on  April  22,  1839,  they  had  a  second  child,  Jacob  Friedrich. 


Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon,  brother  of  Johann  Jacob,  was  a  Godfather 
to  both  children,  and  he  is  the  Friedrich  Gudemann  who  witnessed  the 
paternity  declaration. 
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Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon,  bom  in  1809  in  Vogelbach  and  died  in 
1896  in  Marzell  as  a  Nagelschmied  (a  blacksmith  who  makes  nails). 
Married  in  1836  to  Anna  Barbara  Kindorf,  bom  in  1814  in  Marzell  and  died 
in  1 897  in  Marzell. 

We  have  always  known  that  my  great-grandfather,  Fritz  Giidemann, 
was  a  blacksmith.  New  light  is  now  shed  on  this  when  we  learn  that  his 
older  brother  was  a  Nagelschmied.  In  view  of  this,  Fritz,  in  all  probability, 
started  out  as  a  Nagelschmied,  a  blacksmith  who  makes  nails. 

The  Nailmaker 


I  am  a  nail-smith. 

I  make  a  great  variety  of 
iron  nails  with  my  hands 
on  my  anvil. 

Short  or  long,  small  or 
large  nails  for  construction, 
and  nails  for  locks. 

I  also  make  nails  for 
barrels  and  for  shoes, 
half  penny  nails. 

All  those  you  can  buy 
from  me  on  market-day. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon  was  the  father  of  an  illegitimate  daughter, 
Anna  Maria,  bom  on  March  20,  1835,  in  Marzell.  At  the  time  he  married 
Anna  Barbara  in  1836  he  declared: 

The  bridegroom  at  the  time  of  marriage  acknowledges  the  paternity  of 
the  child  born  to  his  bride  on  the  20th  day  of  March  1835,  who  was 
born  illegitimately.  The  child’s  name  is  Anna  Maria. 

Signed: 

Friedrich  Giidemann 
Anna  Barbara  Kindorfin 

And  witnesses 

Johann  Jacob  Giidemann 
Johannes  Mader 

Note:  The  brothers  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon  and  Johann  Jacob 
exchanged  favors  by  witnessing  each  other’s  paternity  declarations. 
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After  their  marriage  they  had  six  more  children: 

Georg  Friedrich  -  1837. 

Katharina  Barbara  -  1840  to  1922. 

Jacob  Friedrich  -  1842  to  1930. 

Maria  Katharina  -  1 844. 

Anna  Katharina  -  1847  to  1884. 

Maria  -  1853  to  1918. 

Simon,  a  brother  of  the  father,  was  a  Godfather  to  Georg  Friedrich, 
and  Johannes,  another  brother,  was  a  Godfather  to  the  last  five  children. 
Johannes,  who  never  married,  seemed  to  have  been  a  favorite  Godparent. 

When  Anna  Barbara  Kindorf  died  in  1 897  as  the  widow  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  Simon,  it  triggered  a  very  litigious  settlement  involving  a  lengthy 
prenuptial  agreement,  as  revealed  by  a  thick  file  containing  the  record  of  the 
proceedings.  Interesting,  but  beyond  the  scope  of  this  discussion  to  research 
further.  We  have  to  conclude  either  that  there  were  considerable  assets  at 
stake  or  that  there  simply  was  acrimonious  contention.  If  it  was  the  latter,  it 
appears  that  the  chief  antagonist  was  Wilhelm  Geisert  of  Feldberg  who 
fathered  an  illegitimate  child  of  Anna  Maria,  eldest  child  of  Friedrich 
Wilhelm  Simon  and  Anna  Barbara.  They  later  married. 

Fritz  Gudemann  (1916),  son  of  Phillip  (1873)  of  Marzell,  grandson  of 
Jacob  Friedrich  (1842)  and  great-grandson  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon 
(1809)  was  killed  in  World  War  II  in  1944  in  Russia  after  serving  on  fronts 
in  France,  Holland,  Belgium  and  Greece. 

Hans  Werner  Gudemann  (1940)  and  Fritz  Gudemann  (1923)  live  in 
Marzell  today  with  their  wives.  They  are  second  cousins,  both  being  great- 
grandsons  of  Jacob  Friedrich  (1842),  a  son  of  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon 
Gudemann,  a  brother  of  my  great-grandfather  Fritz.  This  means  that  they 
are  sons  of  two  of  my  third  cousins.  When  Maria  and  I  made  unannounced 
visits  on  them  we  were  most  cordially  received,  and  they  were  quite 
surprised  to  learn  that  they  had  relatives  in  America.  Fritz  served  in  the 
German  infantry  in  World  War  II.  He  saw  action  in  Russia  near  the  Black 
Sea  and  was  wounded  five  times.  He  spent  three  months  in  an  American 
prisoner-of-war  camp  near  Memmingen  in  Bavaria.  Hans  Werner  and  Fritz 
are  the  only  Gudemanns  now  living  in  any  of  our  ancestral  villages  of 
Kiimberg,  Hausen,  Endenburg,  Kaltenbach,  Marzell,  and  Vogelbach.  In 
1962,  Fritz  was  a  town  councilman  in  Marzell. 
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Simon,  bom  in  1811  in  Vogelbach  and  died  at  an  unknown  location 
on  an  unknown  date.  Married  in  1837  to  Anna  Maria  Kropf,  bom  in  1820  in 
Marzell  and  died  at  an  unknown  location  on  an  unknown  date.  No  records 
of  the  destiny  of  Simon  or  Anna  Maria  could  be  found,  and  it’s  almost  as 
though  the  earth  opened  up  and  swallowed  them. 

They  had  nine  children: 

Simon  Friedrich  -  1837. 

Johann  Jacob  -  1839. 

Anna  Maria  -  1841. 

Magdalena  -  1843. 

Karolina  -  1846. 

Johannes  -  1848. 

Matthias  -  1850. 

Anna  Katharina  -  1852. 

Maria  -  1861  to  1863. 

In  keeping  with  the  custom  of  the  times,  the  first  child  was  bom  only 
one  and  one-half  months  after  the  marriage. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  Marzell  except  for  Maria  (1861),  who 
was  bom  in  Oberhauser,  four  and  one-half  miles  to  the  east,  where  she  died 
two  years  later.  No  death  record  of  the  other  eight  children,  except  for 
Karolina,  could  be  found. 

Karolina  (1846)  (known  as  Carolina  in  America)  was  the  niece  of 
Fritz  who  emigrated  to  America  and  became  such  an  important  figure  in  our 
family  history.  Magdalena  (1843)  emigrated  to  America  in  1865,  about  the 
time  Karolina  came  to  America.  They  may  have  traveled  together,  but  we 
have  no  information  to  verify  this,  and  we  know  nothing  more  about 
Magdalena. 

Simon  was  shown  as  a  Landwirt  (landowner)  when  he  lived  in 
Marzell  but  as  a  day  laborer  in  Oberhauser  when  Maria  was  bom  in  1861. 
We  can  surmise  that  hard  times  befell  the  family,  forcing  Simon  to  seek 
employment  elsewhere. 
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Johann  Jacob  and  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon,  brothers  of  Simon,  were 
Godfathers  to  the  first  child.  Johann  Jacob  was  also  a  Godfather  to  the 
second  and  third  children.  Johann  Jacob  and  David,  brothers  of  the  father, 
were  Godfathers  and  Anna  Barbara  Kindorf,  wife  of  the  father’s  brother, 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon,  was  a  Godmother  to  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth 
children.  Anna  Barbara  Kindorf  and  Katharina  Barbara  Asal,  wife  of  the 
father’s  brother,  Johann  Jacob,  were  Godmothers  to  the  seventh  child. 
Magdalena,  who  later  emigrated  to  America,  was  a  Godmother  to  her  sister 
Maria,  the  ninth  child. 

You  will  notice  that  Simon’s  grandmother  was  Anna  Barbara  Kropf 
(1738)  and  that  he  married  Anna  Maria  Kropf  (1820).  The  family  of  Anna 
Maria  is  traceable  back  to  Ried,  but  no  connection  of  Anna  Barbara  to  this 
family  could  be  found.  The  name  Kropf  (meaning  goiter)  was,  and  still  is,  a 
common  name  in  the  region. 

With  the  discovery  of  a  prenuptial  agreement  between  Simon  and 
Anna  Maria,  it  is  quite  clear  why  Simon  moved  to  Marzell. 

Regional  court  in  Miillheim 
Local  division  Marzell 

Marriage  Contract 

Between 

Simon  Gudemann,  the  person  getting  married  below,  a  26  year  old  son 

of  a  resident  from  Vogelbach 

And 

Anna  Maria  Kropf  born  on  Sept.  6,  1820,  the  daughter  of  a  local 
resident. 

Marzell,  October  7,  1837 
Before  the 

Commissioner  for  Property  divisions,  Faber 
The  mayor  Schultheis 
Judge  Asal 

The  latter  two  are  both  witnesses. 

Appeared  the  following: 

1.  Simon  Gudemann,  the  unmarried  son  of  a  resident  from 
Vogelbach. 

2.  Anna  Maria  Kropf,  born  on  Sep  6,  1820,  from  here. 


37-5 


3.  Her  court  appointed  guardian  Friedrich  Giidemann  from  here,  who 
was  appointed  on  October  6  of  this  year,  see  file  No.  18427. 

The  parents  of  Anna  Maria  Kropf,  that  is: 

4.  Fritz  Kropf  a  local  resident  and  farmer,  and 

5.  Anna  Maria  Gass. 

They  declared  that  the  two  first  mentioned  had  gotten  engaged,  and 
that  they  had  agreed  to  certain  stipulations  for  their  future  marriage, 
which  they  wished  to  have  entered  into  a  contract: 

1.  The  newly  weds  choose  to  own  property  jointly.  Such  that  everything 
they  bring  together,  inherit,  purchase  or  save,  as  well  as  all  debt  will 
be  shared  jointly,  so  that  of  the  actual  real  property  owned  by  them, 
half  will  belong  to  the  husband  and  the  other  half  to  the  wife. 

2.  In  regard  to  who  will  have  use  of  such  property  in  the  case  of  one  of 
them  dying  they  decided  the  following: 

a)  the  surviving  party  will  have  the  right  to  the  use  of  all  the 
property  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  that  is  if  no  children 
resulted  from  this  marriage. 

b)  In  the  case  that  children  are  born,  the  surviving  children  may  use 
the  property  until  those  children  have  reached  their  twentieth 
year. 

However  with  them  reaching  that  age,  the  usufruct  ends,  and  the 
child(ren)  will  receive  his  (their)  inheritance  in  full. 

3.  The  parents  of  the  bride,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fritz  Kropf,  agree  to  give 

their  daughter: 

a.  half  of  their  house  in  this  town,  half  of  the  stable,  the  pigsty,  that 

is  the  smaller  of  the  two,  half  of  the  barn  and  half  of  the  barn 
yard,  half  of  the  herb  garden,  that  is  half  of  all  property  located 
between  Jacob  Schultheis  and  Fritz  Kropf  s  own  garden  and  that 
of  Michel  Langendorf’s  located  along  the  common  road.  All  of 
this  will  be  assessed  at  a  value  of  300  Gulden. 

b.  approximately  1/4  arable  land  on  the  Haefern,  located  next  to 
the  property  of  Jacob  Riedacher  and  Michel  Langendorf 

50  Gulden. 

c.  1  Juchert  Matten  [pasture]  in  the  upper  Kandern  Wasen,  next  to 

Martin  Gass  and  Jacob  Leisinger  150  Gulden. 

Total  value  500  Gulden. 

Of  which  the  daughter  will  have  to  pay  all  the  taxes  for  the  year  1837, 
including  the  debt  payments  to: 

The  teacher  Eckerlies  from  Beizingen  for  a  loan  of  300  Gulden  of 
which  still  200  remain. 

The  daughter  however  will  have  the  actual  sum  of  200  Gulden  without 
interest,  listed  as  her  actual  inheritance  [whatever  that  means]. 
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The  daughter,  with  the  approval  of  her  guardian,  accepts  the  property 
from  her  parents,  and  in  regard  to  the  dividing  of  the  house  in  the 
future,  is  willing  to  come  to  some  agreement  with  her  parents  at  a  later 
time,  and  she  agrees  to  make  sure  that  the  teacher  whom  the  house  was 
given  as  a  guarantee,  agrees  to  all  of  the  decisions,  and  also  that  the 
Jew,  Heinrich  Heim,  who  had  brought  about  this  legal  collateral,  will 
agree  to  it.  After  reading  this  document  in  its  entirety,  it  was  accepted 
and  signed  by  the  following: 

Simon  Giidemann 
Anna  Maria  Kropf 
Friedrich  Giidemann 
Fritz  Kropf 
Ana  Maria  Gass 

Witnesses: 

The  mayor,  Schultheis 
Judge  A  sal 

Decisions: 

1.  A  statement  of  both  creditors  will  be  requested  and  if  favorable, 

2.  All  other  necessities  will  be  taken  care  of 

To  the  honorable  city  hall  in  Marzell: 

Since  Fritz  Kropf  from  here  is  willing  to  give  half  of  his  home,  as  well 
as  some  land,  that  is  about  1  Juchert  Mattfeld  in  the  upper  Kandern 
Wachsen,  and  about  1/4  arable  land,  located  on  the  Haefern,  to  his 
daughter  Anna  Maria  Kropf,  and  because  she  is  required  to  take  on  an 
obligation  (debt)  of  her  father  Fritz  Kropf,  which  she  will  be  required 
to  pay  back,  the  house  was  entered  as  collateral  for  this  debt.  I  want  to 
state  here  that  I  have  no  objections  to  his  decisions,  because  I  the 
creditor  agree  to  such  an  exchange. 

Mullheim,  Oktober  6,  1837, 

Heinrich  Heim,  from  Mullheim 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fritz  Kropf,  who  have  given  their  daughter  half  of  their 
house,  are  herewith  ordered  to  also  pass  to  her  the  debt  of  300  Gulden 
to  be  paid  to  the  teacher  Eckerlies  in  Kriezingen,  including  all  interest 
for  the  year  1837.  The  actual  creditor  is  asked  if  and  under  which 
conditions  he  accepts  Anna  Maria  Kropf  and  her  fiance,  if  a  guarantor 
is  sufficient  or  if  he  requires  the  signing  of  a  new  contract. 

Marzell,  October  7,  1837 
Clerk  of  property  divisions, 

Faber 

The  mayor  Schultheis 
Asal,  judge. 
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The  undersigned  decides  not  to  accept  any  conditions,  but  instead 
decides  to  keep  the  present  debtor  and  the  house  as  collateral.  If  the 
handing  over  of  the  property  cannot  be  conducted  this  way,  the  debtor 
has  to  come  up  with  the  money  to  pay  off  the  debt.  October  15,  1837 
Teacher  Eckerlies 

Marzell,  November  1837 

Simon  Giidemann,  the  now  husband  of  Anna  Maria  Kropf  presented  us 
with  the  statements  from  both  creditors,  Heinrich  Heim  and  teacher 
Eckerlies, 

1.  and  since  the  latter  does  not  agree  to  any  conditions,  the  debtor  was 
given  the  choice  to  either  pay  off  the  debt  or  to  re-finance  the  house. 

Giidemann  agreed  to  do  so,  and  the  husband  and  wife  ask  that  this  will 
be  entered  into  the  fde. 

Simon  Giidemann 

Decision: 

The  clerk  of  the  Marzell  court  was  advised  to  enter  this  contract  word 
for  word  into  the  local  book  of  purchases  and  to  enter  it  as  soon  as 
possible  into  the  final  books  and  to  forward  those  to  the  commission. 

Preceding  marriage  contract  to  be  entered  in  the  local  book  of 
contracts  No.  124,  file  #76  b. 

Marzell,  Jan  10,  1838 
Fortlinger,  court  clerk 

Even  though  both  of  Anna  Maria  Kropf  s  parents  were  still  living, 
Simon’s  older  brother  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon  was  appointed  as  her 
guardian,  apparently  because  she  had  just  turned  seventeen  years  old  less 
than  two  months  prior  to  the  marriage.  Other  questions,  however,  remain 
unanswered.  Where  and  when  did  Simon  and  Anna  Maria,  the  parents  of 
Carolina  (1846),  die?  The  last  record  which  was  found  of  them  is  that  they 
were  living  in  Oberhauser  in  1 863  when  their  two  year  old  daughter  died,  at 
which  time  Simon  was  listed  as  a  day  laborer.  Why  did  their  two  daughters, 
Magdalena  and  Carolina,  emigrate  to  America?  And  whatever  happened  to 
Magdalena?  And  why  did  Carolina  never  contact  her  parents  after  she 
emigrated?  (The  answer  to  this  question  may  be  no  more  complicated  than 
that  she  simply  may  not  have  known  where  they  were  living.)  Any  search 
into  one’s  heritage  leads,  inevitably,  to  a  plethora  of  such  unanswered 
questions. 
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Johannes,  bom  1814  in  Vogelbach  and  died  in  1864  in  Vogelbach. 
He  never  married  but  was  a  frequent  Godfather  to  children  bom  in  the  little 
village.  We  know  nothing  more  about  him. 
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David,  bom  in  1822  in  Vogelbach  and  died  in  1905  in  Vogelbach. 
Married  in  1852  to  Anna  Homberger,  bom  in  1816  in  Liitschenbach  and  died 
in  1873  in  Vogelbach. 

They  had  seven  children: 

Anna  Maria  -  1845  to  1892. 

Johann  Georg  -  1852. 

Maria  Barbara-  1855  to  1938. 

An  unnamed  still  bom  son  -  1857. 

Jacob  Friedrich  -1859  to  1935. 

Friedrich  (a  twin)  -  1862  to  1935. 

Karolina  (a  twin)  -  1862. 

Anna  Maria  (1845)  was  an  illegitimate  daughter  bom  in  Liitschenbach 
to  Anna  Homberger.  Seven  years  later,  David  married  Anna  at  which  time 
the  following  notation  was  entered  adjacent  to  the  child’s  birth  record: 

David  Giidemann,  a  Citizen  of  Vogelbach,  freely  acknowledges 
that  he  had  a  premarital  relationship  with  Anna  Homberger  and  that  he 
is  the  father  of  the  child  born  to  her  on  June  16,  1845,  and  that  he 
accepts  the  child  as  his  legitimate  child  with  the  marriage  contract 
dated  March  8,  1852. 

We  can  imagine  that  the  matter  of  marriage  was  brought  to  a  head 
when  we  find  that  their  second  child,  Johann  Georg,  was  bom  only  four 
months  after  the  marriage. 

The  last  six  children  were  bom  in  Vogelbach. 

Godparents  of  Johann  Georg  (1852)  were  Johann  Georg,  brother  of 
the  father,  and  Anna  Barbara,  sister  of  the  father.  Anna  Barbara  was  a 
Godmother  also  of  Maria  Barbara  (1855),  Jacob  Friedrich  (1859),  and 
Friedrich  (1862). 

David  was  bom  closest  to  my  great-grandfather  Fritz,  and  it  may  be 
significant  that,  of  Fritz’s  nine  children,  only  my  grandfather,  David  (1858), 
was  given  the  same  name  as  any  of  Fritz’s  siblings.  I  don’t  believe  that  it  is 
unreasonable  for  me  to  consider  David  (1822)  as  my  namesake. 
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The  hard  times  of  the  economic  depression  of  the  late  1 840s  and  early 
1850s  which  were  experienced  by  his  father  continued  with  David.  In  1852, 
Viktor  Bloch,  a  Jew  of  Mullheim,  obtained  a  judgment  in  court  against 
David  for  an  overdue  debt.  Also,  the  village  of  Malsburg  sued  him  in  1853 
for  back  taxes. 

When  David’s  wife  died  in  1874  he  was  legally  required  to  make  a 
settlement  for  the  benefit  of  his  children.  The  terms  of  the  settlement  were 
as  follows: 

Malsburg,  March  23,  1874. 

Before  the  city  council 
Addendum  # 1 16 
Entered  in  the  register 

The  Granddukal  notary  public  named  Woll  from  Schliengen,  on  request 
of  the  interested  parties,  has  forwarded  the  last  will  and  testament  after 
the  death  of  David  Gudemann  ’s  wife,  Anna  Homberger  from 
Vogelbach,  on  the  14th  of  February  1874. 

According  to  a  pre-nuptial  agreement,  because  the  death  of  David 
Gudemann ’s  wife  Anna  Homberger  from  Vogelbach  on  Feb  14,  1874, 
the  widower,  David  Gudemann  from  Vogelbach  has  to  pay  his  five 
children  their  share  of  the  estate.  The  children  are: 

1.  Anna  Maria  Gudemann 

2.  Johann  Georg 

3.  Maria  Barbara 

4.  Jacob  Friedrich 

5.  Fritz 

That  is  he  has  to  pay  each  child  the  sum  of  207  Gulden  and  6  1/5 
Kreutzer,  in  word,  Two  hundred  seven  Gulden  and  6  1/5  Kreutzer,  or  a 
total  of  1035  Gulden  31  Kr.  (in  words,  one  thousand  thirty  five  Gulden 
31  Kr.).  An  entry  of  this  payment  must  be  made  to  all  the  property 
records  described  as  follows: 

1.  A  one- story  house  with  a  barn  and  a  stable  in  Vogelbach  located  on 

the  Burgberg,  not  adjoining  anybody  else ’s  house.  450  Gl. 

2.  Three  Morgen  and  300  rods  of  arable  land  located  on  the  Burgberg 

next  to  Georg  Kauflin  ’s  farm  land  and  the  road.  300  Gl. 

3.  Two  and  1/4  Morgen  arable  land  on  the  Burgberg,  next  to  his  own 
land  and  that  of  Jak.  Kiefer,  Senior. 
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4.  200  rods  arable  land  located  next  to  his  own  land  and  the  road. 

20  Gl. 

5.  150  rods  forest  land  in  the  Banholz  next  to  land  belonging  to  Georg 

Schweinlin  and  Jakob  Glatt.  25  Gl. 

6.  240  rods  of  forest  land  in  the  Grosholz  next  to  that  belonging  to 

Fritz  Weltin  and  Jakob  Schwald,  Senior.  60  Gl. 

The  salient  part  of  this  settlement  is  item  No.  1  that  clearly  places  the 
house  which  David  bought  from  his  father  in  1850  on  the  Burgberg,  making 
it  the  most  probable  spot  where  Fritz  Gudemann,  my  great-grandfather,  was 
bom. 


David  sold  the  house  to  his  granddaughter,  Bertha  Homberger,  wife  of 
Joseph  Armbruster,  a  stone  mason,  in  1901,  with  the  agreement  that  he, 
David,  could  live  there  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1905.  Joseph 
granted  permission  to  his  wife  for  her  to  make  the  purchase. 

The  photo  of  David  with  the  Armbruster  family  (page  37-13)  is  of 
particular  interest  to  us.  Since  we  have  no  photo  of  Fritz  Gudemann,  this 
photo  provides  us  with  the  best  idea  that  we  will  ever  have  of  what  my  great¬ 
grandfather  might  have  looked  like.  This  is  especially  true  because  Fritz  and 
David  were  bom  less  than  two  and  one-half  years  apart. 

A  Bit  of  Trivia:  David  (1822)  had  a  grandson  named  David,  bom  in 
Vogelbach  in  1894,  seven  months  after  his  second  cousin  David,  my  father, 
was  bom  in  Illinois  ini  894.  Both  the  second  cousins  had  sons  named  David. 

Karl  Gudemann  (1890)  (a  shoemaker),  a  son  of  Jacob  Friedrich 
(1859)  and  grandson  of  David  (1822),  was  killed  in  northern  France  in  1915 
during  World  War  I;  and  Emil  (1893)  (a  carpenter),  a  son  of  Friedrich 
(1862)  and  grandson  of  David  (1822),  was  also  killed  in  1915  during  World 
War  I.  Both  of  them  were  second  cousins  of  my  father,  Dave  T.  Gudeman 
of  Roanoke/Francesville/Wichita. 

Of  Johann  Jacob  Giidemann’s  (1784)  thirteen  children,  David  (1822) 
and  his  descendants  have  had  the  most  lasting  impact  on  Vogelbach. 

David’s  son  Jacob  Friedrich  (1859)  married  Maria  Katharina  Lacher 
of  Malsburg  in  1885  and  lived  in  Vogelbach  until  he  died  in  1935.  He  had 
seven  children,  all  bom  in  Vogelbach.  Like  his  grandfather  Johann  Jacob, 
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David  Giidemann  (1822)  of 
Vogelbach  with  the  Armbruster 
family  to  whom  he  sold  the  Burgberg. 


Elfriede  (Gudemann)  Mahler  of  Kumberg/Wollbach 
and  David  J.  Gudeman,  third  cousins. 
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Jacob  Friedrich  was  a  shoemaker.  The  family  lived  on  property  which  he 
bought  in  1889  in  a  house  which  is  still  occupied  as  a  residence.  It  is  one  of 
the  last  houses  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  as  one  leaves  Vogelbach  on  the 
way  to  the  Sausenberg  Castle  ruins.  It  can  easily  be  spotted  by  its  age,  and  it 
stands  near  a  bend  in  the  road  with  its  entrance  considerably  below  the  grade 
of  the  road. 

Of  David’s  seven  children,  the  son  that  has  had  the  most  lasting 
influence  on  Vogelbach  would  have  to  be  Friedrich  (1862).  He  married 
Anna  Maria  Wagner  (1862)  of  Ltitschenbach,  with  whom  he  had  three 
children.  After  she  died  in  April  1891,  he  married  Anna  Maria  Funk  (1869) 
of  Malsburg  in  May  1892,  with  whom  he  had  eight  more  children.  He 
acquired  a  building  lot  in  1891  on  which  he  built  a  house  for  his  family.  It  is 
easily  identified  as  the  first  house  on  the  right  as  one  enters  Vogelbach  from 
Kandem.  It  is  still  owned  by  Elfriede  (Giidemann)  Mahler  of  Wollbach, 
having  been  passed  down  to  her  through  her  father,  Hermann  (1908),  son  of 
Friedrich  (1862).  Maria  and  I  had  a  most  pleasant  visit  with  Elfriede,  my 
third  cousin,  and  her  husband,  Uwe  Mahler,  in  their  home  in  Wollbach,  six 
miles  south  of  Vogelbach. 

We  had  most  cordial  visits  also  with  three  other  third  cousins,  all 
children  of  David  (1894)  and  Sophie  Knoll  of  Feuerbach,  three  miles  west  of 
Vogelbach.  We  spent  a  most  pleasant  Sunday  afternoon  with  Elisabeth  Rosa 
(Giidemann)  Wieber  (1926)  and  her  family  in  her  home  in  Feuerbach.  Her 
sister,  Gertrude  (Giidemann)  Meier  (1923),  drove  over  from  Kandem  to  join 
the  gathering.  Both  Elisabeth  (Elsbet)  and  Gertrude  (Trudi)  are  widows. 

Our  most  extensive  contact  was  with  their  brother  Wemer  (1925),  also 
of  Feuerbach,  and  his  wife  Marta.  He  graciously  drove  us  around  the  region 
to  such  landmarks  as  the  Sausenberg  Castle  mins  and  the  beautiful  Biirgeln 
Monastery,  both  only  short  distances  from  Vogelbach. 

Werner’s  experiences  in  and  after  World  War  II  deserve  special 
mention.  He  saw  six  months  of  action  in  Russia  in  the  Ukraine,  after  which 
he  was  transported  to  France  where  he  faced  British  troops  in  the  invasion  of 
Normandy  in  1944.  He  then  moved  up  to  Holland  where  he  sustained  a  head 
wound  at  Arnhem  in  September  1944.  On  May  8,  1945,  he  was  taken 
prisoner  in  Austria,  after  which  he  spent  six  months  in  an  American 
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prisoner-of-war  camp  in  Austria.  He  was  then  transferred  to  a  French 
prisoner-of-war  camp  near  Paris.  He  escaped  in  1947  and  found  his  way  to 
Pforzheim,  Germany,  where  he  stayed  in  hiding  with  friends  for  three 
months.  He  finally  arrived  back  home  in  Feuerbach  on  Christmas  day  1947. 
Nine  months  later,  a  local  citizen  (he  knows  who  he  was,  but  he  is  no  longer 
living)  reported  him  and  he  was  returned  to  another  French  prisoner-of-war 
camp  near  Metz.  Ten  days  later  he  escaped  again  and  walked  to 
Switzerland,  where  he  was  set  free.  He  was  returned  to  Germany  and,  after 
an  eight-day  layover  in  Tuttlingen  where  he  was  discharged,  he  finally 
returned  home  for  good  in  1948,  three  years  after  the  war  had  ended. 

Our  relatives  in  Germany  did  not  know  that  they  had  any  relatives  in 
America  and  were  quite  surprised  to  learn  of  us  when  Maria  and  I  visited 
them.  Werner  did  say,  however,  that  family  hearsay  had  it  that  a  male 
Gudemann  had  left  Vogelbach  years  before  for  an  unknown  destination. 
Werner  had  no  further  knowledge  of  him  except  that  he  was  reputed  to  have 
been  a  bit  on  the  wild  side. 
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Trudi  (Gudemann  )  Meier  of  Kandern  and  Elsbet  (Gudemann) 
Wieber  of  Feuerbach  and  David  J.  Gudeman,  third  cousins. 


Werner  Gudemann  of  Feuerbach  and 
David  J.  Gudeman,  third  cousins. 


' 
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Matthias  (the  twin  son),  bom  in  1824  in  Vogelbach  and  died  four 
days  later.  He  was  hastily  baptized  in  the  home  before  he  died  because  he 
was  too  frail  to  be  carried  to  the  church  for  the  ceremony.  The  mother  died 
three  days  later. 
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Anna  Barbara  (the  twin  daughter),  bom  in  1824  in  Vogelbach  and 
died  after  1884  in  Marzell.  Married  in  1851  to  Johann  Jacob  Roser,  a 
widower  and  a  weaver  of  Marzell,  bom  in  1818  in  Marzell  and  died  in  1884 
in  Marzell.  His  first  wife  was  Maria  Katharina  Gass,  bom  in  1822  in 
Marzell  and  died  in  1848  in  Marzell,  two  months  after  her  third  child  was 
bom.  All  three  children  lived. 

Anna  Barbara’s  first  child,  Anna  Barbara,  was  bom  in  1851,  three 
months  after  the  marriage.  She  had  four  more  children: 

An  unnamed  stillborn  son  -  1853. 

Anna  Katharina  -  1855. 

Johannes  -  1857. 

Karolina  -  1860. 

Godparents  of  all  four  living  children  were  David,  brother  of  the 
mother,  and  Maria  Katharina,  sister  of  the  mother. 

(More  on  Anna  Barbara  on  page  39-5.) 
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Matthias,  bom  in  1826  in  Vogelbach  and  died  in  a  hospital  in 
Heidelberg  in  1849. 

His  death  record  states: 

On  July  17,  1849,  died  in  a  Heidelberg  hospital  as  a  result  of  his 
participation  in  the  Revolution  in  1848  and  1849  by  South  Black  Forest 
troops  against  the  German  Emperor.  Born  March  2,  1826.  Parents 
are  Johann  Jacob  Gildemann,  a  shoemaker,  and  Anna  Maria  Meyerin 
°f  Vogelbach.  Died  at  age  23  years,  4  months,  15  days. 

Witness  -  the  responsible 
coroner,  he  notarized 
on  August  5,  1849 

There  was  an  outbreak  of  uprisings  in  various  parts  of  Europe 
beginning  in  the  early  part  of  1848  (Page  28-10)  against  the  ruling 
authorities.  One  of  the  principal  regions  of  unrest  was  in  the  South  Black 
Forest,  and  it  was  in  this  revolt  that  Matthias  sustained  his  mortal  injury. 
The  final  major  battle  of  the  revolt  took  place  at  Rastatt,  82  miles  north  of 
Vogelbach,  on  June  30,  1849,  in  which  the  revolutionary  troops  were 
soundly  routed.  We  can  assume  that  Matthias  was  wounded  in  this  battle 
and  was  carried  to  Heidelberg,  41  miles  to  the  north,  where  he  died 
seventeen  days  later.  After  this  decisive  battle,  the  Emperor’s  troops  moved 
south  unopposed  and  occupied  Schopfheim  on  July  13,  1849. 

Conditions  in  Schopfheim  which  contributed  to  the  unrest  and  the 
revolt  were  described  thusly: 

It  was  time  of  an  overall  political  climate  that  can  be  called 
liberal.  The  mood  of  the  local  citizenry  was  a  free-thinking  one. 

People  who  blindly  followed  the  government  did  not  find  much  fertile 
ground  here.  And  a  derailing  from  the  lawful  order  could  not  find  a 
breakthrough  either,  in  spite  of  an  inclination  to  a  more  republican 
form  of  government. 

The  liberal  mood  within  Schopfheim  citizenry  becomes  obvious 
through  a  petition  that  they  sent  to  the  second  judicial  court  in 
Karlsruhe  at  the  beginning  of  March,  signed  by  193  of  the  towns 
people.  Clearly  their  loyalty  for  the  constitutional  monarchy,  and 
especially  for  the  Grandduke  Leopold  becomes  evident,  whereby  at  the 
same  time  they  demanded  freedom  of  press,  trial  by  a  jury  of  peers,  a 
national  military  law,  and  the  forming  of  a  German  republic. 
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Economically,  the  40' s  were  hard  times  for  many  people.  In  many 
parts  of  Baden,  as  well  as  the  Wiesental  the  years  1846/47  resulted  in  a 
bad  harvest.  A  very  small  potato  and  wheat  harvest  caused  the  Spring 
and  Summer  reserves  to  be  used  up  by  the  end  of  Winter  already.  The 
price  for  bread  had  tripled.  Even  though  the  conditions  had 
normalized  by  1848,  many  farmers  were  deeply  in  debt  and  were 
therefore  very  interested  in  the  promises  the  Republicans  were  making. 

The  revolt  was  a  disorganized,  futile  effort  which  had  to  have  been 
doomed  from  the  start.  An  account  of  one  encounter  in  Fahmau  depicts  the 
chaos: 


On  September  28,  1848,  the  Struv’sche  insurgents,  1200  men 
strong,  marched  in  the  village  and  confiscated  the  cash  box  from  the 
Grandduke’s  tax  collector  (that  is  not  the  municipal  funds).  Rumor 
goes  that  there  were  48  Gulden  and  42  Kreutzer  in  the  cash  box.  The 
Fahrnau  militia  did  not  intervene.  On  March  18,  1850,  the  mayor’s 
office  at  Fahrnau  notified  the  Grandduke ’s  regional  office  at 
Schopfheim  that  the  tax  moneys  had  been  confiscated  by  the  Struv  ’ sche 
troops. 

As  we  have  previously  informed  the  Granddukal  tax  office  in  September 
1848,  a  detachment  of  the  Struv’sche  corps,  1200  men  strong,  led  by 
“von  Toll’’  and  “Moegling”,  both  from  Schopfheim,  marched  into  our 
village.  While  the  leaders  together  with  the  largest  part  of  the 
detachment  marched  into  town  and,  under  declaration  of  martial  law, 
demanded  that  the  town ’s  folk  join  them.  A  small  detachment  of  these 
foreign  troops  surrounded  the  tax  collector’s  house.  His  house  is  the 
first  one  on  the  right  side  of  the  street  coming  from  Schopfheim.  All 
this  greatly  dismayed  the  citizenry.  The  leader  of  the  detachment  which 
surrounded  the  tax  collector’s  house  was  a  man  named  Dengler  who 
was  unknown  to  the  town’s  people.  Together  with  six  armed  men  he 
entered  the  living  room  of  the  tax  collector  and  demanded  that  he  hand 
over  all  the  documents  together  with  the  cash  box.  In  case  the  tax 
collector  would  have  refused  to  follow  his  request,  he  (Dengler)  would 
have  been  forced  to  take  other  drastic  measures  and  punish  the  tax 
collector  for  his  resistance.  It  is  understandable  why  the  tax  collector 
chose  not  to  resist,  for  he  knew  that  he  could  expect  neither  any  help  or 
assistance  from  Schopfheim  nor  from  the  local  citizens,  who  consisted 
of  only  40  men  and  who,  besides,  were  greatly  dismayed  by  all  this.  To 
use  force  or  arms  against  this  gang  would  have  been  foolish.  Only  one 
shot  or  the  smallest  amount  of  counter  attack  by  the  town’s  people 
would  surely  have  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  town  and  maybe 
even  cost  the  lives  of  many  a  good  citizen. 
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Johann  Georg,  bom  in  1828  in  Vogelbach  and  died  on  an  unknown 
date  at  an  unknown  place.  No  record  could  be  found  that  he  ever  married. 

In  1852  and  in  1855  he  was  a  Godfather  to  children  bom  to  his  sister, 
Anna  Maria,  on  which  occasions  he  was  shown  as  unmarried.  After  the 
1855  birth,  no  further  information  about  him  could  be  found  in  either  the 
Vogelbach  books  or  in  any  of  the  books  of  neighboring  towns.  In  my 
opinion,  the  most  likely  scenario  is  that  he  emigrated  to  Switzerland  to  find 
employment. 
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Anna  Maria,  bom  in  1830  in  Vogelbach  and  died  on  an  unknown 
date  probably  in  Sitzenkirch,  one  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of 
Vogelbach. 

In  1852,  she  had  a  son,  Karl  Friedrich,  bom  in  Vogelbach  out  of 
wedlock.  Godparents  included  Johann  Georg,  her  brother,  and  Maria 
Katharina,  her  sister. 

Anna  Maria  had  a  second  illegitimate  child,  Anna  Maria,  bom  in 
Vogelbach  in  1855.  Godparents  included  Johann  Georg  and  David,  brothers 
of  the  mother,  Maria  Katharina,  sister  of  the  mother;  and  Anna  Homberger, 
wife  of  David. 

A  third  child,  Emilie,  was  bom  to  her  out  of  wedlock  in  Vogelbach  in 
1856.  Godparents  included  Anna  Homberger  and  Maria  Katharina.  The 
child  died  in  1857. 

In  1858,  Anna  Maria  had  her  fourth  illegitimate  child,  also  named 
Emilie.  Godparents  included  Anna  Homberger  and  Anna  Catharina,  sister 
of  the  mother.  Paternity  of  the  child  was  acknowledged  by  Franz  Joseph 
Schonle.  This  is  the  first  time  that  he  was  mentioned. 

A  fifth  illegitimate  child,  Friedericke,  was  bom  in  1860  in  Vogelbach. 
Godparents  included  Jacob  Roser,  husband  of  the  mother’s  sister  Anna 
Barbara,  and  Maria  Katharina.  The  pastor  noted  in  the  margin  of  the  birth 
record  that  this  was  her  fifth  offense.  Paternity  was  again  acknowledged  by 
Franz  Joseph  Schonle. 

I  have  a  hunch  that,  from  the  first  birth  in  1852,  Franz  Joseph  was 
well  known  to  have  been  the  father  of  all  the  children,  but,  because  he  was 
Catholic  and  Anna  Maria  was  Protestant,  they  were  not  permitted  to  marry. 
Finally,  on  October  20,  1862,  a  lengthy  statement  was  signed  by  Franz 
Joseph  Schonle  in  an  attempt  to  clear  up  the  mess: 

In  the  year  1862  on  the  20th  of  October,  appeared  before  me,  the 
undersigned  pastor,  and  two  witnesses,  Phillip  Wagner  and  Johann 
George  Wagner,  both  Citizens  and  Weavers  of  this  town,  along  with  the 
unmarried  Hafnergeselle  [pottery  maker  journeyman]  named  Franz 
Joseph  Schonle  from  Seelbach  near  Lahr,  who  declared  that  he  is  the 
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father  of  the  two  children  born  to  the  unmarried  Anna  Maria 
Giidemann  ,  who  is  the  legitimate  daughter  of  the  deceased  Jacob 
Giidemann  from  Vogelbach.  The  children  were  born  on  the  2nd  of 
August  1858,  and  the  other  child  was  born  on  the  30th  of  March  1860. 
The  first  one  that  was  born  in  1858  was  named  Emilie.  The  last  child 
was  named  Friedericka  according  to  the  birth  record  of  1860.  At  the 
same  time  he  declared  that  he  is  also  the  father  of  the  oldest  child  of 
Anna  Maria  Giidemann,  who  was  born  on  the  27th  of  April  1855. 
According  to  the  birth  record  of  1855,  the  child  was  named  Anna 
Maria. 


Read,  accepted  and  signed  in  Vogelbach 
on  the  20th  day  of  October  1862 

Joseph  Schonle 

Witnesses: 

Phillip  Wagner 
Georg  Wagner 

Certified  by  Pastor  Feld. 

No  mention  was  made  of  the  first  child,  Karl  Friedrich,  bom  in  1852. 
Apparently,  he  died  at  an  early  age,  the  record  of  which  I  failed  to  find. 

Two  months  after  the  “come  clean”  declaration  was  signed,  Anna 
Maria  had  her  sixth  child,  Ernst  Friedrich,  bom  on  December  25,  1862.  In 
connection  with  this  birth  the  following  notation  was  made  in  the  margin  of 
the  birth  record: 

Ernst  Friedrich,  born  at  Sitzenkirch,  baptized  in  Vogelbach, 
illegitimate  child  of  Anna  Maria  Giidemann,  the  wife  of  Franz  Joseph 
Schonle,  a  pottery  maker  from  See l bach. 

Witness: 

Katharina  Giidemann 
Ledig  [unmarried]  of  Marzell. 

Recorded  January  13,  1863. 
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Note:  It  is  curious  that  Anna  Maria  was  referred  to  as  the  wife  of 
Franz  Joseph,  but  the  child  was  declared  illegitimate.  Apparently,  they  had 
already  gone  through  a  civil  marriage  ceremony  which  was  not  recognized 
by  the  church. 

Franz  Joseph  Schonle  and  Anna  Maria  Giidemann  had  a  church 
ceremony  on  the  same  day  that  the  above  declaration  was  recorded. 

On  January  13,  1863,  Franz  Joseph  Schonle,  a  Catholic  from  Seelbach, 
born  February  25,  1830,  the  son  of  Marianna  Schonle  of  Seelbach 

To 

Anna  Maria  Giidemann,  born  October  26,  1830,  a  single  person  from 
Vogelbach,  the  legitimate  daughter  of  Johann  Jacob  Giidemann  and  his 
deceased  wife  Anna  Maria  Meyer. 

The  final  document  pertaining  to  this  complicated  arrangement  was 
filed  on  February  15,  1863. 

In  the  year  1863  on  the  15  of  February  appeared  before  me  the 
undersigned  pastor  and  two  witnesses,  Phillip  Wagner  and  Johann 
Jacob  Wagner,  both  Citizens  and  Weavers  from  here,  along  with  Franz 
Joseph  Schonle,  a  potter  maker  from  Seelbach,  presently  residing  in 
Sitzenkirch,  who  declared  that  he  is  the  father  of  the  child  who  his  wife, 

Anna  Maria  Giidemann  from  Vogelbach,  gave  birth  to  on  the  25th  of 
December  of  the  previous  year  in  Sitzenkirch.  The  child  was  given  the 
name  of  Ernst  Friedrich. 

Read,  signed  and  accepted  in  Vogelbach 
Joseph  Schonle 


Witnesses: 

Phillip  Wagner 
Georg  Wagner 

Certified:  Pastor  Feld 

Little  wonder  that  Franz  Joseph,  a  pottery  maker,  settled  in 
Sitzenkirch,  only  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Kandem,  a  town  famous 
for  its  pottery.  In  fact,  the  sole  figure  on  the  town’s  coat-of-arms  is  a  clay 
pitcher. 
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Anna  Catharina,  bom  in  1832  in  Vogelbach  and  died  in  1907  in  Kandem. 
Married  Georg  Friedrich  Mono,  a  carpenter  of  Kandem,  in  1861  in 
Vogelbach. 

They  had  four  children: 

Johann  Georg  -  1862  to  1869. 

Karl  Friedrich  -  1864. 

Maria  Luise  -  1866. 

Anna  Maria  -  1868. 

All  the  children  were  bom  in  Kandem. 

In  keeping  with  the  custom  of  the  times,  Johann  Georg  was  bom  only 
seven  months  after  the  marriage.  His  Godparents  included  David,  brother  of 
the  mother,  and  Anna  Barbara  and  Maria  Katharina,  sisters  of  the  mother. 
Maria  Katharina  was  also  a  Godmother  to  the  last  two  children. 
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Maria  Katharina,  bom  in  1835  in  Vogelbach  and  died  on  an  unknown  date 
at  an  unknown  place.  We  have  no  knowledge  that  she  ever  married,  and  no 
further  record  of  her  could  be  found.  She  was  a  frequent  Godmother  to 
nephews  and  nieces. 
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Summary: 


Johann  Jacob  (1808)  moved  to  Liitschenbach  and  married  and  had  one 
daughter  and  one  son. 

Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon  (1809)  moved  to  Marzell  and  married  and 
had  two  sons  and  five  daughters. 

Simon  (1811)  moved  to  Marzell  (and  later  to  Oberhauser)  and  married 
and  had  four  sons  and  five  daughters,  including  Magdalena  (1843)  and 
Carolina  ( 1 846),  both  of  whom  emigrated  to  America. 

Johannes  (1814)  remained  in  Vogelbach  and  never  married. 

Fritz  (1819)  married  in  Switzerland  and  emigrated  to  America  and  had 
eight  sons  and  one  daughter  and  died  at  Roanoke,  Illinois,  in  1890. 

David  (1822)  remained  in  Vogelbach  and  married  and  had  four  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

Matthias  (1824)  died  as  an  infant. 

Anna  Barbara  ( 1 824)  moved  to  Marzell  and  married  and  had  two  sons 
and  three  daughters. 

Matthias  (1826)  never  married  and  died  in  1849  in  Heidelberg  from 
injuries  sustained  in  the  1848/49  revolt. 

Johann  Georg  (1828)  apparently  never  married  and  died  on  an 
unknown  date  at  an  unknown  place. 

Anna  Maria  (1830)  had  three  sons  and  three  daughters  and  eventually 
married  a  Catholic  and  moved  to  Sitzenkirch. 

Anna  Catharina  (1832)  married  and  moved  to  Kandem  where  she  had 
two  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Maria  Katharina  (1835)  apparently  never  married  and  died  on  an 
unknown  date  at  an  unknown  place. 
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Of  the  nine  sons,  only  four  remained  in  the  hinter  Kandertal  and  had 
sons  to  carry  down  the  Gudemann  name  there.  Those  were  Johann  Jacob 
(1808)  who  moved  to  Liitschenbach;  Freidrich  Wilhelm  Simon  (1809)  and 
Simon  (1811),  both  of  whom  moved  to  Marzell;  and  David  (1822)  who 
remained  in  Vogelbach.  All  four  were  sons  of  Johann  Jacob’s  (1784)  first 
wife,  Maria  Barbara  Oswaldin  (1785),  our  maternal  ancestor. 
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Chapter 


cc^r^> 


Territory  of  the  Gudemann  Clan 


s  explained  on  page  35-3, 1  embarked  on  a  scheme  to  identify 
all  Gudemann  births  in  the  years  between  1799  and  1839,  a 
'forty  -  one  year  period  which  bracketed  the  birth  of  my 
great-grandfather,  Fritz  Gudemann,  in  1819.  By  the  time  that  I  finally  found  the 


record  of  his  birth  in  Vogelbach,  the  “heavy  lifting”  had  been  done.  After  that,  it 
required  little  additional  effort  to  complete  the  360°  sweep  using  Schopfheim  as 
the  pivot  point. 


I  found  that  a  total  of  22 1  Gudemanns  were  bom  in  those  years.  The  map 
on  Page  38-3  shows  the  distribution  of  them,  with  each  small  RED  dot 
representing  one  birth  and  the  large  RED  dot  at  Wehr  representing  50  births. 
All  the  births  were  Protestant  except  in  the  three  towns  of  Liel,  Zell,  and  Wehr, 
which  were  Catholic.  The  GREEN  line  on  the  map  encircles  the  Gudemann 
territory  in  1 600,  at  about  the  time  records  were  first  kept.  From  this  we  can  see 
how  the  Gudemann  name  slowly  migrated  during  the  next  200  years  toward  the 
west  and  northwest. 


Those  bom  in  Weil,  in  the  extreme  southwest  comer  of  Germany,  were 
descendants  of  Franz  Gudemann  (1785),  a  Catholic  from  Wehr,  four  miles  west 
of  Schopfheim.  One  of  his  descendants,  Karl  Friedrich  Gudemann  (1874), 
emigrated  to  America,  as  is  more  fully  discussed  on  page  45-2.  There  is  no 
Gudemann  in  Weil  today. 

The  Gudemann  family  of  Haltingen,  like  ours,  had  its  roots  in  Kiimberg. 
Barthlin  Gudemann  (1705),  son  of  Paulus  Gudemann  (1677)  and  Anna  Glattin 
(1682),  both  of  Kiimberg,  moved  to  Haltingen  and  married  Anna  Miillerin, 
widow  of  Sebastin  Zundel,  in  1 738.  Barthlin  was  shown  as  Barthlin  Giithemann 
on  his  marriage  record.  He  was  a  member  of  the  infamous  Gudemann  family  of 
Kiimberg.  His  uncle  Hans  Gudemann  (1658)  was  the  terrible  blasphemer  who 
had  an  illegitimate  daughter  of  Verena  Bauertin  ( 1 662).  He  later  married  Verena 
under  protest.  Barthlin’ s  first  cousin  Barthlin  (1695)  had  an  illegitimate  son  in 
1715  of  Margaretha  Greinerin  (1683)  of  Kiimberg.  He  later  married 
Margaretha,  after  which  they  had  three  more  children.  Three  years  after  the 
birth  of  the  last  child,  he  abandoned  his  family  and  was  never  heard  from 
again.  The  last  Giidemann  descendant  of  Barthlin  (1705)  to  be  bom  in 
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Haltingen  was  Maria  Elizabeth,  a  great-great-great-granddaughter  of  Barthlin, 
who  was  bom  in  1862  to  Johann  Friedrich  Giidemann  (1825)  and  Maria 
Elizabeth  Wiirz. 

The  first  known  Gudemann  birth  in  Lorrach  did  not  occur  until  1 764  when 
Friedrich  was  bom  to  Fritz  Gudemann  from  Langenau,  a  suburb  of  Schopfheim, 
and  Rosina  Mtillerin  of  Lorrach.  They  went  on  to  have  several  more  children,  to 
establish  the  first  Gudemann  family  in  this  large  city.  By  its  sheer  size,  it  was 
almost  inevitable  that  it,  with  its  greater  employment  opportunities,  would  later 
attract  other  Gudemanns,  especially  with  the  coming  of  the  Industrial 
Revolution.  However,  Lorrach,  considering  its  size,  has  never  been  a  center  of 
population  for  the  Gudemann  clan,  who  were,  primarily,  rural  folk. 

The  Gudemann  family  of  Fischingen  had  its  roots  in  (where  else  but?) 
Kiimberg.  Three  sons  of  Georg  Gudemann  (1687)  and  Barbara  Buhlerin  ( 1 699) 
of  Kiimberg  moved  to  Fischingen  and  married  local  brides  in  1758,  1761  and 
1765.  The  three  sons  were  Nicolaus  (1730),  Johann  Ulrich  (1732)  and  Martin 
(1734)  (page  2-19).  Their  niece  Margaretha  (1757),  daughter  of  Johann  Jacob 
Gudemann  (1723),  followed  them  and  married  Michael  Baum  of  Fischingen 
about  1777.  The  family  had  a  fairly  strong  presence  in  Fischingen  for  four 
generations.  However,  the  last  living  child  bom  to  this  family  in  Fischingen  was 
Maria  Sophie,  a  great-granddaughter  of  Martin  (1734),  who  was  bom  in  1845. 

The  Gudemann  name  first  appeared  in  Liel  in  1732  when  Christianus 
Gudemann  crossed  through  Protestant  territory  from  the  Catholic  town  of 
Karsau,  four  miles  south  of  Schopfheim,  to  the  Catholic  town  of  Liel  and  married 
Barbara  Albertin  of  Liel.  The  Gudemann  name  no  longer  has  a  presence  in  Liel. 

The  Gudemann  family  of  Hiigelheim,  fourteen  miles  northwest  of 
Schopfheim,  is  also  rooted  in  (you  guessed  it)  Kiimberg.  Bartle  Gudemann 
(1692)  moved  from  Kiimberg  to  Hiigelheim  and  married  Anna  Fischerin, 
daughter  of  the  mayor  of  Hiigelheim,  in  1721.  Bartle  was  the  son  of  Hans 
Gudemann  (1658)  the  (who  else  but?)  terrible  blasphemer  of  Kiimberg.  The 
history  of  the  family  lasted  for  six  generations  in  Hiigelheim,  but  it  no  longer  has 
a  presence  there.  The  last  birth  occurred  in  1 824,  when  Friedrich,  a  great-great- 
great-grandson  of  Bartle  was  bom  illegitimately  to  Anna  Maria  Giidemann 
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(1806).  The  boy  died  two  years  later.  The  last  Giidemann  to  live  in  Hiigelheim 
was  Maria  Barbara  Giidemann  (1819),  who  never  married  and  died  there  in 
1900. 


Georg  Giidemann  (1698),  another  native  of  Kiimberg,  moved  to 
Obereggenen,  eleven  miles  northwest  of  Schopheim,  and  married  Barbara 
Weissin  of  Obereggenen  in  1 73 1 .  He  was  the  first  cousin  of  both  the  Barthlin 
Giidemann  (1705)  who  moved  to  Haltingen  and  the  Bartle  Giidemann  (1692) 
who  moved  to  Hiigelheim.  The  last  known  record  of  any  descendant  of  Georg 
is  that  of  the  death  of  his  son,  Johann  Georg  (1738),  in  1786  in  Miillheim. 

The  four  villages  of  Vogelbach,  Liitschenbach,  Kaltenbach,  and  Marzell, 
all  of  which  have  connections  to  our  ancestors,  are  close  to  each  other  in  the 
small  region  known  as  the  hinter  Kandertal  and  should  be  considered  as  a  unit. 
The  Giidemann  name  had  its  first  appearance  there  when  our  ancestor  Johann 
Giidemann  (1 643)  moved  there  from  Endenburg  and  married  Maria  Strohmeyer 
(1655)  in  1676.  All  Giidemanns  bom  in  the  hinter  Kandertal  have  been 
descendants  of  this  couple.  Of  our  six  ancestral  villages,  Kiimberg,  Hausen, 
Endenburg,  Kaltenbach,  Marzell,  and  Vogelbach,  only  Marzell  has  the  presence 
of  a  Giidemann  today.  Fritz  Giidemann  (1923)  and  Hans  Werner  Giidemann 
(1940),  sons  of  two  of  my  third  cousins,  live  there  with  their  wives. 

A  salient  point  of  interest  has  to  be  the  tendency  of  the  Giidemanns  of 
Kiimberg  to  colonize.  You  will  notice  that  the  families  of  Haltingen,  Fischingen, 
Hiigelheim,  Obereggenen,  and  the  hinter  Kandertal  all  trace  their  roots  back  to 
this  little  village  with  a  total  population  of  only  about  150.  This  is,  indeed,  a 
curious  phenomenon. 

The  map  of  Germany  on  page  38-7  puts  the  territory  of  the  Giidemann 
clan  in  perspective.  It  graphically  depicts  in  just  what  an  extremely  small  region 
of  Germany  that  the  Giidemanns  lived  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  my  great¬ 
grandfather,  Fritz  Giidemann,  in  1819. 
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RED  marks  the  region,  to  scale,  of  the  Gudemann  clan  in  1819. 
GREEN  dot  marks  the  region  of  the  Jewish  Gudemanns. 
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Rough  Times! 


astor  Kurs  of  the  Vogelbach  church  recorded  a  few  events  in 
the  years  from  1 842  to  1 848  which  provide  some  interesting 
peeks  into  life  in  the  hinter  Kandertal  during  this  difficult 
period.  At  that  time,  our  ancestor  Johann  Jacob  Gudemann  ( 1 784)  was  living  in 
Vogelbach  with  his  second  wife,  Anna  Maria  Meyerin  (1794),  and  eight  of  his 
children.  Two  sons  had  married  and  settled  in  Marzell  and  a  third  son  had 
married  and  moved  to  Liitschenbach,  near  Malsburg.  Fritz  had  already  departed 
for  Switzerland  about  twelve  years  earlier.  Carolina  was  bom  in  Marzell  in 
1846. 


The  year  1842  was  noted for  its  great  drought.  Between  Easter  and  August 
almost  no  rain  fell.  This  was  also  the  reason  why  in  the  valleys  very  little 
hay  and  alfalfa  grew.  The  grain  harvest  was  average,  but  the  cereals  were 
mealy. 

During  the  time  when  the  grape  vines  were  to  blossom,  it  seemed  that  we 
might  not  get  any  wine  that  year.  But  to  everyone ’s  surprise,  the  heat  made 
the  seeds  grow  into  large  clusters  that  were  heavy  with  large  grapes. 

According  to  an  article  in  the  local  papers,  the  first  new  wine  for  that  year 
was  served  on  August  the  21st.  Very  little  fruit  was  harvested  in  our  parish 
this  year. 

The  year  also  was  noted for  an  unusually  large  number  of  severe  fires  like 
that  in  Hamburg,  Kamenz,  Markdorf  Rasan,  Rietscheim. 

As  the  year  1842  was  noted for  too  little  rain,  the  year  1843  was  noted  for 
far  too  many  rainstorms  which  were  also  very  severe.  However,  we  had 
very  few  thunderstorms.  The  cereals  were  very  heavy  before  the  harvest. 
Each  “Malter”  [a  grain  measure]  rye  cost  13-14  Floren,  barley  cost  11-12 
Floren.  The  harvest  resulted  in  a  lot  of  sheaves,  but  after  thrashing  them, 
the  weight  was  considerably  smaller  than  before.  On  August  27,  1843,  the 
son  of  Johan  Schwarz,  a  blacksmith  from  Marzell,  named  Friedrich  went  to 
our  church.  Afterwards,  as  is  customary,  he  got  drunk  in  the  local  tavern. 
He  arrived  back  at  his  house  at  about  3pm  in  the  afternoon.  Someone 
came  and  asked  him  to  come  to  the  house  of  “ Rathschele  ”  Dorflinger.  The 
roof  of  the  house  was  to  be  erected  the  following  day.  He  was  supposed  to 
help  his  brother  Johann  Georg  who  had  started  making  the  walls  for  the 
eave.  There  he  attacked  his  brother  and  started  to  hit  him  on  the  head  with 
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a  stick .  But  his  brother  ducked  and  stabbed  him  with  a  table  knife  in  the 
abdomen  a  little  to  the  left  of  his  navel.  He  was  cut  so  badly  that  his 
intestines  were  hanging  out  about  1 Z2  feet  and  a  maw-worm  [tapeworm] 
was  hanging  out  of  his  intestines.  The  doctor  from  Kandern  came  and 
bandaged  him  up.  He  died  all  alone  during  the  night  of  September  6th. 
People  say  that  both  the  parents,  as  well  as  the  sons,  were  all  bad  people. 
Father  and  sons  were  drunks  and  thugs.  The  father  was  an  example  for 
his  sons,  he  often  argued  and  fought  with  them.  During  another  brawl 
that  occurred  4  weeks  earlier  in  the  tavern  at  Marzell  (Johann  Georg  was 
one  of  the  main  participants)  (Friedrich  was  just  a  by-stander)  the  father 
supposedly  said  to  his  eldest  son:  “Don ’t  you  know  how  to  throw  a 
punch? ” 

When  I  visited  the  fatally  injured  one  at  their  house  a  day  after  the 
stabbing,  neither  the  father  nor  the  other  relatives  showed  any  kind  of 
remorse  or  grief.  And  on  my  second  visit  on  Sept  6th  in  the  evening, 
Friedrich  had  already  lost  his  consciousness.  The  father ’s  answer  to  my 
admonitions  was  that  I  had  only  come  to  blame  them.  This  is  the  kind  of 
thanks  a  pastor  gets.  I  went  there  again  the  next  day  to  try  to  appeal  to 
his  conscience,  but  death  had  gotten  there  before  I  did. 

In  the  year  1843,  the  wine  and  the  potatoes  didn ’t  turn  out  well  at  all. 
There  was  very  little  wine  and  it  was  very  sour  at  that.  The  wine  didn ’t 
even  cost  1  Floren,  it  was  less  than  that,  it  cost  only  13-20  Kreutzer.  The 
potatoes  were  real  good,  but  so  few  that  in  the  Spring  of 1844  the  first  new 
potatoes  sold  for  between  24-30  Kreutzer. 

In  1 845,  the  potatoes  were  attacked  by  some  kind  of  illness.  It  had  spread 
all  over  Germany  and  the  symptoms  were  that  the  leaves  of  the  potato 
plants  were  covered  with  black  spots  and  the  potatoes  too  got  black  spots 
on  them  or  sometimes  were  black  all  over  so  that  they  were  unpalatable. 
The  scholars  were  arguing  back  and forth,  first  they  blamed  a  fungus  for 
the  rot,  then  they  blamed  something  else.  And  since  the  Summer  that  year 
was  very  wet,  the  abundance  in  moisture  was  blamed for  it.  The  next  year, 

1846,  was  a  very  dry  and  hot  year.  The  blight  of  the  potatoes  became 
even  more  severe  than  the  previous  year.  In  some  places  the  roots  of  the 
potato  plant  didn ’t  even  have  any  tubers  at  all,  so  that  an  entire  field 
yielded  no  more  than  20  bushels.  The  wine  that  year  was  very  good,  but 
the  grape  harvest  yielded  very  little  wine.  In  the  Winter  and  Spring  of 

1847,  the  plight  of  the  people  worsened.  A  bushel  rye  by  that  time  cost  2 
Floren,  wheat  cost  3  Floren,  barley  cost  2  Floren,  potatoes  cost  1  Floren 
per  bushel.  In  many  places  the  municipality  cooked  soups  and  passed  it 
out  to  the  poor  and  the  jobless  traveling  journeymen.  The  German 
government  spent  several  hundred  thousand  Gulden  to  purchase  Russian 
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and  American  grain  and  had  this  grain  distributed  to  the  towns  and  either 
sold  to  the  people,  or  given  to  them  as  a  loan.  It  was  even  given  away  for 
free  to  the  very  poor.  The  farm  animals  too  had  to  suffer  a  great  deal.  In 
the  beginning  a  thousand  pounds  of  hay  sold for  2  Floren  (Gulden),  but  by 
the  end  of  May  none  could  be  purchased,  no  matter  how  much  money  one 
was  willing  to  pay.  Oats  cost  1  Floren  per  bushel. 

The  spring  of 1847  was  very  cold.  On  April  18th  we  had  about  1 V?  feet  of 
snow.  On  the  1st  of  May  it  still  snowed.  In  the  valleys  the  plum  and  cherry 
trees  hardly  had  a  chance  to  bloom.  On  February  28th,  1847,  the  theater 
in  Karlsruhe  burned  to  the  ground.  Seventy  people  died  in  that  fire.  The 
city  vicar,  who  said  in  a  sermon  that  the  fire  was  God's  punishment,  was 
transferred  to  Schallbach.  Because  of  this  terrible  accident,  the  queen  of 
England  ordered  that  all  of  Ireland  was  to  hold  a  special  day  of prayer. 
The  atheists  screamed  that  it  was  blasphemous  to  say  that  this  famine  was 
a  punishment  from  God. 

I  wonder  who  in  their  opinion  is  the  one  who  guides  our  earth?  Isn  7  God 
the  one  who  blesses  all  of  us  and  makes  everything  grow?  If  that  blessing 
is  withheld,  we  and  not  He  is  to  blame. 

On  February  o  ,  1847,  the  so-called  jailbird  Roser  slit  his  cousin  J.J. 
Roser  ’s  main  artery  with  a  knife  so  that  he  bled  to  death.  The  weather  in 
the  Spring  of 184  7  was  very  strange.  On  April  18th  it  snowed,  on  the  1st  of 
May  nothing  was  green,  and  then  10  days  later  everything  was  in  bloom, 
and  on  the  28th  of  May  we  were  able  to  harvest  ripe  cherries  and  the  grape 
vines  were  blooming.  On  some  days  in  May,  in  some  places  the 
thermometer  reached  25  degrees  Reaumur  [106  degrees  Fahrenheit],  In 
June  the  temperature  dropped  so  much  that  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  fh  of  that 
month  in  Marzell  the  temperature  had  dropped  below  freezing  during  the 
night  and  the  beans  froze  to  death. 

In  1848,  there  were  uprisings  all  over  Europe.  There  was  hardly  a 
country  that  didn  7  have  some  unrest.  On  February  24th,  Louise  Philippe, 
King  of  France  was  dethroned  and  a  republic  militia  was  called  out.  In 
the  beginning  of  April,  the  Senators  Hecker  and  von  Struve  from  Baden, 

announced .  and  to  supply  the  citizens  on  the  14th  with  weapons, 

ammunition  and  food  for  6  days.  From  Konstanz  about  40  people  joined 
them.  Their  plan  was  to  march  from  town  to  town  and  thus  increase  their 
numbers,  then  march  to  Kehl  where  they  would  pick  up  the  starving 
German  workers  that  came  over  from  France  together  with  the  French 
mob,  and  then  they  would  all  march  on  Kalsruhe  and  capture  the  town. 
On  the  Wednesday  before  Easter  (19th  of  April)  in  the  evening  the 


39-3 


Seekreisler  troops,  with  Hecker  leading  them,  marched  into  Kandern.  On 
the  Thursday  before  Easter,  in  the  evening  our  congregation  had 
assembled  in  our  church  to  celebrate  mass.  During  mass  people  from  the 
Steghammer  in  Kandern  came  in  with  boxes  and  bags  and  told  us  that  the 
Republicans  had  been  lined  up  on  the  hills  above  Kandern  when  Hessian 
regulars  [federal  troops]  advanced.  This  forced  the  Republicans  to  retreat 
towards  the  Platzhof.  To  the  regret  of  many  of  the  parishioners  I  decided 
not  to  continue  with  the  celebration  of  mass  because  gunshots  could  be 
heard  in  the  distance.  Soon  afterwards  we  received  news  that  the 
insurgents  (the  Republicans)  had  been  defeated  and  that  Hecker  had 
escaped.  We  were  also  told  that  the  leader  of  the  allied  troops  named 
Gagern  had  been  the  first  to  die  when  the  shooting  began. 

On  Good  Friday  at  10  in  the  evening  someone  in  the  street  shot  5  bullets 
at  the  living-room  windows  of  our  parish  residence  and  broke  the 
windows.  I  notified  the  authorities  of  this  incident  and  a  certain  inspector 
came  and  began  a  very  unusual  investigation.  In  the  end  he  came  to  the 
very  strange  conclusion  that  the  shots  must  have  come  from  the  barnyard 
or  even  from  the  garden  (that  is  they  therefore  must  have  come  around  a 
corner).  The  file  as  is  customary  was  given  an  appropriate  name,  which 
was:  “Mischievous  destruction  of  the  local  parish  residence.  ”  This  is  the 
kind  of  officials  who  during  these  times  were  in  charge  of  safety  and  law 
in  the  Muhlheim  judicial  district.  The  rumor  was  that  the  perpetrator  was 
a  certain  bachelor  named  Johan  Jakob  Breh.  He  was  the  stepson  of  the 
“Waisenrichter”  and  mayor  of  Entenbach.  This  Johan  Breh  had  been 
bragging  in  a  tavern  in  Kandern  that  at  the  next  opportunity  he  would 
leave  a  present  at  the  Vogelbach  parish  with  his  double-barreled  shotgun. 
To  my  dismay  the  authorities  were  unable  to  corroborate  this  story. 

In  August  of 1848  Prussia  and  Denmark  entered  into  a  truce.  This  truce 
was  used  by  the  rebels  to  rouse  the  people  once  more.  Von  Struve  who 
had  been  hiding  in  Switzerland  reentered  the  country  and  collected  men 
between  the  ages  of  18  and  40.  In  the  young  owner  of  the  Hirsch  tavern 
he  found  a  willing  supporter  along  with  the  Republicans  from  Kandern. 
On  Sunday  September  24th  shortly  before  mass  an  order  arrived  here 
demanding  that  all  the  men  between  18  and  40  years  of  age  had  to  report 
to  him.  Except  no  one  followed  this  order.  In  the  afternoon  we  could  hear 
some  heavy  gunfire  and  it  didn ’t  take  long  that  we  received  news  that  the 
insurgents  had  been  attacked  by  the  Baden  regulars  in  Staufen  and  that 
they  were  disbanding.  During  the  night,  groups  of  fugitives  came  through 
our  town.  There  is  so  much  unrest  everywhere.  Almost  every  minute  we 
hear  reports  filled  with  lies  (so  many  lies  are  being  told  nowadays  all  over 
the  world  in  one  form  or  another). 
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Note:  It  was  in  the  above  described  insurgency  that  Fritz’s  brother 
Matthias  (1826)  was  mortally  wounded. 

My  great-grandfather,  Fritz  Giidemann,  was  a  third  cousin  of  the  jailbird 
Roser  and  his  victim,  J.J.  Roser.  Johannes  Roser  (1814),  the  assailant,  and 
Johann  Jacob  Roser  (1809),  the  one  who  was  murdered,  were  grandsons  of 
Anna  Barbara  Kropfin  (1749),  the  daughter  of  Fritz  Kropf  (1715);  and  Fritz 
Giidemann  was  a  grandson  of  Anna  Barbara  Kropfin  (1738),  the  daughter  of 
Flans  Kropf  (1713).  Fritz  (1715)  and  Hans  (1713)  were  sons  of  Hans  Kropf, 
formerly  of  Ried,  four  miles  east  of  Marzell. 

When  Johann  Jacob’s  (1809)  throat  was  slit  in  February  1847,  his  wife, 
Anna  Maria  Diess  (1808)  of  Kaltenbach,  was  left  with  five  young  children,  ages 
ranging  from  three  months  to  six  years.  She  had  an  illegitimate  daughter  in 
1838,  presumably  by  Johann  Jacob  (1809),  who  died  two  months  before  their 
marriage  in  August  1839.  Anna  Maria  never  remarried  and  died  in  Marzell  in 
1879  at  the  age  of  72.  Apparently,  she  and  the  murderer  of  her  husband,  who 
never  married  and  died  as  a  day  laborer  in  Marzell  in  1 869,  lived  as  neighbors  in 
Marzell  for  twenty-two  years  after  the  tragedy.  Anna  Maria’s  son,  Johann  Jakob 
Roser  (1843),  married  Anna  Maria  Kindorf  (1837)  of  Marzell  in  1871  and  died 
there  in  1912  as  a  day  laborer.  No  further  information  about  the  other  four 
children  could  be  found  in  the  Marzell  records,  indicating  that  all  of  them 
departed. 

In  July  1851,  four  years  after  the  murder,  Anna  Barbara  Giidemann 
(1824),  a  sister  of  my  great-grandfather  Fritz,  married  Johann  Jacob  Roser 
( 1 8 1 8),  a  brother  of  Johannes  (1814),  the  murderer.  Johann  Jacob  was  a  weaver 
and  a  widower,  having  previously  been  married  to  Maria  Katharina  Gass  (1822), 
who  died  in  1848,  leaving  three  children,  ages  two  months,  three  years,  and  six 
years.  Anna  Barbara  and  Johann  Jacob  then  had  five  children  of  their  own. 

The  Giidemann  family  had  other  connections,  albeit  distant,  to  the 
participants  in  the  murder  episode.  Maria  (Heizin)  Kropfin  (1713),  Fritz’s 
(1819)  great-grandmother,  was  a  Godmother  to  four  of  the  children  of  Johann 
Georg  Roser  and  Anna  Barbara  Kropfin  (1749),  Maria’s  (1713)  niece.  One  of 
those  four  was  Friedrich  Roser  (1780)  (who  married  Anna  Barbara  Dreher),  the 
father  of  the  murder  victim.  Anna  Barbara  (Kropfin)  Giidemann  ( 1 738),  Fritz’ s 
(1819)  grandmother,  was  a  Godmother  to  four  of  the  other  children  of  Johann 
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Georg  Roser  and  Anna  Barbara  Kropfin,  Anna  Barbara’s  (1738)  cousin.  One  of 
those  four  was  Johann  Jacob  Roser  (1782)  (who  married  Catharina  Barbara 
Trefzerin  of  Marzell  in  1806),  the  father  of  the  murderer. 

Clearly,  the  Roser  murder  of  1 847  was  a  terrible  tragedy,  but  that  does  not 
mean  that  the  members  of  that  clan  were  always  at  odds.  There  were  instances 
in  which  they  were  a  very  close-knit  family,  perhaps  too  cozy  at  times.  Follow 
this  through,  if  you  will.  In  1800,  Johann  Jacob  Roser  (1777)  married  Anna 
Barbara  Roser  ( 1 777),  one  of  whose  children  was  Anna  Maria  Roser  (1805).  In 
1 824,  this  Anna  Maria  Roser  married  Johann  Georg  Roser  ( 1 796).  Both  Anna 
Maria  and  Johann  Georg  were  grandchildren  of  Johann  Georg  Roser  and  Anna 
Barbara  Kropfin  (1749),  meaning  that  they  were  first  cousins.  Fortunately,  I 
found  no  such  inbreeding  in  the  history  of  our  Giidemann  ancestry. 

Up  until  about  the  middle  of  the  1 9th  century,  a  young  man  could  father  an 
illegitimate  child  with  impunity,  with  the  responsibility  of  raising  the  child  being 
shouldered  by  the  mother  and  her  relatives.  However,  an  incident  in  Marzell  in 
1 860  reveals  that  this  custom  was  undergoing  a  change  at  about  that  time.  Anna 
Barbara  Roser  (1 839),  daughter  of  Johann  Georg  Roser  (1796)  and  Anna  Maria 
Roser  (1805),  had  an  illegitimate  son  on  September  18,  1859.  In  accordance 
with  the  new  concept,  Fritz  Trefzer  of  Marzell,  the  father  of  the  child,  was 
required  to  help  support  his  son.  Apparently,  he  did  not  like  this  idea  one  bit, 
because  in  July  1860  he  proceeded  to  torch  the  house  in  which  the  mother  and 
his  son  were  living  with  the  mother’s  brother,  a  wagon  maker.  Unfortunately,  he 
managed  to  destroy  not  only  the  Roser  residence  but,  also,  the  adjacent  house 
owned  by  a  widow  Kiefer.  The  arsonist  was  promptly  arrested  and  jailed  in 
Mullheim,  where  he  hung  himself  on  July  1 9,  1 860.  He  was  buried  in  Mullheim. 

Seven  years  before  the  torching  incident,  the  same  Trefzer  family 
experienced  another  tragedy.  In  1 853,  the  arsonist’s  father  and  twelve-year  old 
brother,  Matthias,  were  in  the  forest  one  day  when  a  thunderstorm  came  up. 
They  took  shelter  in  the  nearby  house  of  a  friend,  and  Matthias,  as  he  stood  at 
the  door  of  the  adjoining  bam,  was  struck  by  a  bolt  of  lightning,  killing  the  lad 
and  the  animals  in  the  bam. 

Carolina,  who  was  living  in  the  little  village  of  Marzell  at  the  time  of  the 
foregoing  incidents,  had  a  lot  to  tell  her  uncle  Fritz  when  they  met  in  Illinois  in 
about  1878. 
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A  Matter  of  Life  and  Death 


s  we  have  learned,  “early”  births  were  far  too  common  and 
were,  in  fact,  almost  the  rule.  Samuel  Frohlich  may  have  had 
'this  custom,  among  other  things,  in  mind  when  he  penned  in 
1832  the  following  words  (page  13-2): 


If  anything,  there  is  more  abomination  and  offence  in  the  teaching  and  life 
of  the  Protestant  Church  than  in  the  Catholic. 


The  mores  of  the  time  seem  to  be  that  so  long  as  the  child  was  bom  after 
the  marriage,  even  if  on  the  following  day,  it  was  acceptable.  However,  to  be 
bom  before  the  marriage,  even  on  the  day  prior  to  it,  carried  with  it  a  permanent 
stigma.  On  the  birth  record  the  child  was  described  as  unehelich  (illegitimate),  a 
designation  which  the  child  retained  throughout  his/her  life.  The  child  would  be 
listed  as  illegitimate  on  school  rosters  and,  many  years  later,  on  marriage  and 
death  records.  Up  until  about  1 850  there  was  no  remedy.  At  about  that  time,  a 
new  practice  was  innovated,  whereby  the  father  could  step  forward  and  declare 
that  he  is  the  father  and  bestow  on  the  child  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a 
legitimately  bom  child,  theoretically  removing  any  stigma  associated  with  the 
birth. 


Four  of  Fritz’s  siblings,  Johann  Jacob  (1808),  Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon 
(1809),  David  (1822),  and  Anna  Maria  (1830),  had  illegitimate  children. 
Fortunately,  all  four  fathers  acknowledged  their  fatherhoods  not  long  after  the 
illegitimate  births. 

Unfortunately,  not  all  illegitimate  children  were  blessed  with  such 
acceptance,  which  would  prove,  many  decades  later,  to  have  most  sinister 
consequences  for  their  descendants.  About  1935,  cruel  persecutions  of  the  Jews 
commenced,  persecutions  which  escalated  into  the  hideous  holocaust  of  World 
War  II.  It  was  at  this  time  that  questions  about  illegitimate  ancestors  became 
really  serious  -  literally,  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  Descendants  of  such 
ancestors  frantically  scrambled  to  establish  that  they  were  not  of  Jewish  descent 
so  that  they  would  be  spared  from  the  atrocities  that  were  looming  over  the 
horizon,  monstrosities  which  would  come  to  be  known  as  Hitler’s  final  solution. 
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A  few  examples  of  such  efforts  are  translated  from  church  records  as 
follows: 


DECLARATION 


Concerning  the  Aryan  ancestry  of  Max  Oswald,  it  is  assumed  that  he  is  the 
son  of  Karl  Moritz  [a  Jew]  in  Obereggenen,  born  October  11,  1916,  in 
Kasacker. 

The  undersigned  herewith  declares  that  he  is  the  father  of  the  child  named 
Max,  born  October  11,  1916,  at  Kasacker  and  the  mother  is  Anna  Maria 
Oswald  who  is  the  daughter  of  Michael  Oswald  and  Wilhelmina,  born 
Leisinger,  of  Kasacker. 

Signed  at  Vogel  bach 
July  20,  1938 
Albert  Asal 


Apparently,  Max  Oswald  was,  somehow,  taken  in  and  raised  by  a  Jewish 
family  of  Obereggenen  after  his  illegitimate  birth  to  Aryan  parents. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

BIRTH  REGISTRY  1869 

Declaration  of  paternity  for  the  children:  Karoline,  Anna  Marie  and 
Albert  Trefzer,  now  Lauger. 

On  February  17,  1868,  the  undersigned  bachelor  and  citizen  from 
Niedertegernau,  now  a  day  laborer  in  Wieslet,  by  the  name  of  Johann 
Jacob  Lauger  appeared  together  with  the  following  witnesses,  the  local 
citizen  Johann  Georg  Rauber  and  Johann  Georg  Bauer,  in  front  of  the 
also  undersigned  pastor.  This  Johann  Jakob  Lauger  is  the  son  of  the 
deceased  citizen  Karl  Friedrich  Lauger  from  Niedertegernau.  He 
declared  that  he  is  the  father  of  the  three  children  that  his  unmarried 
bride  Karoline  Trefzer  from  Marzell  gave  birth  to.  The  children  are  as 
follows: 

1.  A  girl  who  was  born  on  February  2,  1862.  According  to  the  birth 
registry  of  the  municipality  of  Marzell  for  the  year  1862,  page  343,  #14. 

This  child  was  baptized  and  given  the  name  “ Karoline  ”. 
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2.  A  girl  was  born  on  December  26,  1864,  and  according  to  the  birth 
registry  of  the  municipality  of  Tegernau  for  the  year  1865,  page  390, 
addendum  # 2 ,  she  received  the  name  “ Anna  Marie  ”. 

3.  A  boy  child  who  was  born  on  December  6,  1867,  and  according  to  the 
same  birth  registry  for  the  year  1867,  page  22,  #24,  he  received  the  name 
“Albert”. 


Read,  accepted  and  signed: 

Tegernau,  May  15,  1939 
Lutheran  Parish  Office 

The  notary  public  II  of  Schopfheim  requested  that  one  copy  each  of  the 
original  will  be  sent  to  the  Lutheran  Parish  office  at  Marzell  and  to  the 
District  Court  of  Mullheim  so  that  the  declaration  of  paternity  may  be 
entered  in  the  birth  registries  there. 

Lutheran  Parish  Office 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Explanation  of  # 14/1832  Birth  Register 

I,  the  undersigned,  swear  that  the  following  is  true: 

My  father  was  a  certain  Johann  Mathias  Philipp  Asal  who  was  born  on 
March  9,  1832,  at  Marzell.  He  was  the  illegitimate  son  of  Johann  Asal, 
the  younger,  and  of  Friederika  Lindenmann.  After  my  grandfather  got 
married  he  moved  to  Vogelbach  and  lived  there  in  the  house  #20,  the  same 
that  today  is  occupied  by  Johann  Jakob  Trefzer-Schwald.  When  I  was  a 
school  age  child,  I  remember  visiting  him  there  several  times  to  deliver 
messages  from  my  father. 

Marzell,  March  12,  1939. 

Anna  Marie  Asal 
Now  Mrs.  Kalber 
Born  on  May  9,  1864 

This  statement  was  made  to  the  undersigned  pastor  on  March  3,  1939. 
This  declaration  was  signed  by  Mrs.  Anna  Maria  Kalber,  nee  Asal. 

Vogelbach,  March  12,  1939 
Lutheran  Parish  Office 
Waffenmuller,  Pastor 
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In  consideration  of  the  above  statement  the  following  is  established: 
According  to  the  birth  registry  of 1832/page  79/#14  the  following  person 
was  born  illegitimately  in  Marzell  on  March  9,  1832,  and  was  baptized  on 
the  25th  of  the  month:  Johann  Mathias  Karl  Philipp  Asal.  His  mother  was 
a  certain  Maria  Friederika  Lindenmann  who  was  born  on  May  9,  1811. 
According  to  the  court  findings,  as  declared  April  12,  1832,  his father  was 
Johann  Asal.  In  the  birth  registry  of  1858/page  26/410  the  father  of  the 
child  is  listed  as  Johann  Asal,  farmer  from  Vogelbach.  The  family 
register  lists  this  Johann  Asal  as  being  from  Marzell,  and  in  another  entry 
it  lists  him  as  being  from  Vogelbach.  We  ascertain  from  these  family 
register  entries  that  the  Johann  Asal  who  was  born  on  December  26,  1807, 
in  Marzell,  as  the  illegitimate  son  of  Friedrich  Asal  and  Margarete 
Hafner,  was  married  on  January  16,  1838,  to  Anna  Maria,  neeBreh,  and 
moved  to  Vogelbach.  He  died  January  3 1 ,  1885,  in  Vogelbach. 

Vogelbach,  March  12,  1939 
Lutheran  Parish  Vogelbach 
Waffenmuller,  Pastor 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

DECLARATION 

On  this  date  appeared  in  the  Lutheran  Parish  office  in  Vogelbach  a 
certain  Georg  Friedrich  Wehrle,  a  farmer  from  Vogelbach,  and  declared 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  his  Aryan  ancestry.  That  he  is  the  son  of 
Johann  Jacob  Oswald,  born  March  19,  1845,  in  Malsburg  and  died  in 
Kandern  March  31,  1924,  and  of  Maria  Katharina  Wehrle  born  November 
27,  1842,  in  Vogelbach  and  died  in  the  same  place  on  June  27,  1893. 

He  was  specific  in  the  declaration  that  he  had  known  his  father  and  that 
his  father  has  often  visited  his  mother  in  her  parental  home. 

Signed:  Friedrich  Wehrle 
on  July  20,  1939 
Born:  September  18,  1865, 
in  Vogelbach. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

DECLARATION 

I,  the  undersigned,  herewith  declare  and  swear  that  the  child  Friedrich 
Roser,  who  was  born  on  February  16,  1880,  in  Marzell,  has  the  following 
parents: 


40-4 


Gcburts- 
’ta^ 


Tdnfiiame. 

d« 

Rindcs. 


Name;  Berur  [£:•', 

| ' 1  und- .'•£/  . 

JlVohnort  dc^EItcm. 
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Ish^die  Unterzeichnete , erklhre  Ihierdurch  m  Eidesstatt^ 
da3  da3  am  16.2.1880  zu  Marzell  geborene  Kind 
Friiedrich  Roser 
denLandwirt  Friedrich  Kiefer  zu  Yogelback 
3.12.1857  und  Maria  Magdalena  Roser  zu  .Mai: 

4.7.1858  zu  Eltera  hat. 


,geb.am 
zell  geb.ami 


The  farmer  Friedrich  Kiefer  from  Vogel  bach,  born  December  3,  1857, 
and  Maria  Magdalena  Roser  from  Marzell,  born  July  4,  1858. 


Signed  in  Marzell  April  11,  1940 
Frau  Emilie  Gersbacher 

Maria  Magdalena  Roser  (1858)  never  married  and  had  no  more  children. 
Friedrich  Kiefer  (1 857)  married  Maria  Katharina  Schultheiss  of  Ltitschenbach  in 
1886. 


The  birth  of  Maria  Magdalena,  the  mother  of  Friedrich,  must  have,  itself, 
stirred  considerable  prattle  in  the  little  village  of  Marzell.  At  the  time  of  her 
conception,  her  mother,  Anna  Maria  Kindorf  (1837),  was  twenty  years  old  and 
her  father,  Johann  Jakob  Roser  (1843),  was  only  fourteen  and  one-half  years  old. 
(Carolina,  Fritz’s  niece,  who  was  living  in  Marzell  at  the  time,  was  undoubtedly 
well  acquainted  with  both  the  parents.)  Johann  Jakob  had  a  difficult  start  in  life. 
His  father,  Johann  Jakob  Roser  ( 1 809)  was  murdered  when  he  was  less  than  four 
years  old  and  his  mother  never  remarried.  Johann  Jakob  and  Anna  Maria  finally 
married  in  1 871,  after  which  they  had  two  legitimate  children,  Ernst  (1874)  and 
Emilie  (1876).  This  Emilie  is  the  Emilie  Gersbacher  who  testified  in  1940 
regarding  the  birth  of  her  nephew  Friedrich. 

Katharina  Barbara  Gudemann  (1840),  daughter  of  Fritz’s  brother 
Friedrich  Wilhelm  Simon,  was  a  Godmother  of  Maria  Magdalena  Roser. 

Maria  Magdalena’s  family  was  a  rather  promiscuous  bunch.  Besides 
being  illegitimate,  herself,  and  her  having  an  illegitimate  son,  her  grandmother, 
Katharina  Barbara  Trefzer,  had  two  illegitimate  children  before  marrying  Johann 
Jakob  Kindorf  in  1836.  After  their  marriage,  they  had  four  more  children 
(including  Maria  Magdalena’s  mother,  Anna  Maria,  in  1837),  one  daughter  of 
whom  had  an  illegitimate  son. 

Anna  Barbara  Kindorf,  the  wife  of  Fritz’s  brother  Friedrich  Wilhelm 
Simon,  was  a  sister  of  the  Johann  Jakob  Kindorf  who  married  Katharina  Barbara 
Trefzer. 
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Vogelbach,  Sausenburg,  and  Biirgeln 


he  village  of  Vogelbach,  the  Sausenburg  Castle,  and  the 
Biirgeln  Monastery  are  inextricably  linked  in  history,  being 
less  than  one  and  one-half  miles  from  each  other.  In  fact, 
we  could  see  the  tower  of  the  Sausenburg  ruins  across  the  valley  from  our 
Ferienwohnung  (vacation  apartment)  in  the  home  of  the  Wagner  family  of 
Vogelbach.  This  chapter  concentrates  on  conditions  and  events  down 
through  the  centuries  in  and  around  Vogelbach,  although  our  ancestors  did 
not  live  there  until  1743.  However,  conditions  in  Vogelbach  reflect  the  life 
of  our  ancestors  as  far  back  as  1579  with  Kiimberg,  the  village  of  our 
ancestors  farthest  from  Vogelbach,  being  only  nine  miles  away.  For  that 
reason,  Chapter  Twenty-Eight,  “Wars,  Insurrections,  and  Pestilences”,  is 
pertinent  to  all  of  our  known  ancestors.  The  convoluted  and  capricious 
taxation  system  described  in  Chapter  Twenty-Seven,  “History  of  Kiimberg 
and  Environs”,  was  common  throughout  the  South  Black  Forest  and  is, 
therefore,  not  further  discussed  in  this  chapter.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in 
general,  the  citizens  of  Vogelbach  paid  taxes  to  the  Sausenburg  Castle, 
rather  than  to  its  allied  Rotteln  Castle,  and  to  the  Biirgeln  Monastery,  rather 
than  to  its  affiliated  St.  Blasien  Cloister. 


This  is  a  feeble  attempt  to  sketch  the  very  rich  history  of  the  region  in 
which  our  ancestors  lived — and  survived.  To  try  for  more  would  stretch  my 
capability  and  would  exceed  the  intended  scope  of  this  book.  The  location 
of  what  is,  today,  Vogelbach  was  settled  prior  to  1130  by  Rudolf  of 
Vogilbach,  an  aristocrat  of  the  ruling  Kaltenbach  family.  His  residence  was 
named  the  Villa  Vogilbach  and  was  located  on  the  large  hill  known  as  the 
Burgberg  adjacent  to  where  the  village  of  Vogelbach  is  now  situated.  When 
I  learned  that  my  great-grandfather,  Fritz  Gudemann,  had  lived,  in  all 
probability,  on  the  Burgberg,  I  was  curious  about  the  origin  of  the  name. 
The  German  noun  Burg  means  castle  and  Berg  means  a  large  hill  or 
mountain,  suggesting  that,  at  one  time,  it  had  had  some  connection  to 
royalty.  The  discovery  that  a  nobleman  of  some  rank  had,  indeed,  lived  in  a 
castle  or  a  chateau  there  tended  to  confirm  that  supposition.  I  am  intrigued 
by  the  distinct  possibility  that  our  ancestors  lived  at  the  spot  where,  seven 
centuries  earlier,  a  Lord  of  the  House  of  Kaltenbach  had  lived.  Even  as  late 
as  1352,  the  village  of  Vogelbach  was  referred  to  as  the  Burgberg. 
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Rudolf  of  Vogilbach  gave  his  property  at  the  Burgberg  to  Biirgeln  in 
1130,  at  about  the  time  that  the  last  of  the  Kaltenbach  family  line  died  out  in 
the  St.  Blasien  Cloister.  It  remained  under  the  control  of  the  Biirgeln 
Monastery  until  1232,  at  which  time  it  was  acquired  by  the  Markgraf  of 
Baden.  A  castle,  complete  with  a  church,  existed  at  Biirgeln  as  early  as 
1100,  and  it  is  where  nobles  of  the  Kaltenbach  family  were  buried.  On  his 
deathbed,  Werner  of  Kaltenbach  asked  the  Abbot  of  the  St.  Blasien  Cloister 
to  build  a  monastery  at  Biirgeln.  In  compliance  with  this  request,  the  castle 
at  Biirgeln  was  razed  and  replaced  with  a  monastery  in  1130.  In  1268,  it  was 
destroyed  by  a  fire  and  was  rebuilt  in  1277. 

In  1232,  Markgraf  Hermann,  the  younger,  of  Baden  acquired  the 
region  in  a  trade  with  St.  Blasien  and  had  the  Sausenburg  Castle  built  by 
serfs  in  1240.  This  trade  turned  out  to  be  a  most  crucial  event  in  the  history 
of  Vogelbach  and  its  environs.  It  brought  the  region  into  the  sphere  of  the 
Markgraf  of  Baden  who,  in  1556,  joined  the  Reformation.  Except  for  this 
trade,  Vogelbach  would  have,  most  likely,  remained  in  the  realm  of  Catholic 
rulers  and  would  have  been  on  the  side  of  the  Catholics  rather  than  the 
Protestants  during  the  following  prolonged  and  bitter  religious  conflict. 

Note:  That  part  of  the  South  Black  Forest  which  would  become 
Protestant  in  1556  was  acquired  piecemeal  by  the  Markgrafs  of  Baden  at 
different  times  and  by  various  means.  The  Vogelbach  region  was  obtained 
by  the  Markgraf  in  the  year  1232  through  a  trade  with  the  Biirgeln 
Monastery  in  exchange  for  some  property  at  Freiburg.  In  contrast,  the 
Kiimberg  region  was  purchased  by  the  Markgraf  168  years  later,  in  the  year 
1400,  from  “the  pious  and  good  woman.  Lady  Anna  the  Hiirussin  maiden 
name  of  Klingenfeld,  widow  of  the  good  Knight  Rudolf  of  Schonau  called 
the  Huruss,  and  the  mother  of  Albrecht”  (Page  27-1). 

The  Lords  of  Hachberg/Sausenburg  lived  at  the  Sausenburg  Castle 
until  1315,  at  which  time  they  inherited  the  larger  Rotteln  Castle,  seven 
miles  to  the  south,  and  made  it  their  principal  residence.  After  the 
Sausenburg  Castle  was  built,  Vogelbach  had  the  distinction  of  being  the 
Vogtei  (administrative  center)  for  the  entire  hinter  Kandertal ,  a  status  which 
it  retained  until  the  end  of  the  1 8th  century. 
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In  1387,  Markgraf  Rudolf  III  married  Anna,  a  daughter  of  Graf  Egon 
IV  of  Freiburg.  As  a  wedding  present,  he  gave  her  600  Gulden  and  the 
villages  of  Sitzenkirch,  Kandem,  Fiirbach  (Feuerbach),  Obereggenheim, 
(Obereggenen),  Schallsingen  (Schliengen),  Vogelbach,  Caltenbach 
(Kaltenbach),  Lutzenbach  (Liitschenbach),  Matholsperc  (Malsburg), 
Martinzell  (Marzell),  and  Entenburg  (Endenburg). 

In  1525,  during  the  Bauernkrieg  (the  Peasants’  War),  the  revolting 
farmers  stormed  and  plundered  the  Biirgeln  Monastery  and  the  castles  at 
Badenweiler,  Rotteln,  and  Sausenburg.  The  farmers  of  Vogelbach,  under  the 
leadership  of  a  certain  Hauptmann  Hans  Hammerstein,  participated  in  the 
pillage. 

Unfortunately,  the  oldest  records  were  lost  in  the  havoc.  However,  one 
curious  report  did  survive.  It  was  written  by  a  certain  Johannes  Almerspach, 
a  superintendent  of  the  “Chlichen  under  Lord  Julio  from  Rotteln’ s 
Government”.  Among  other  villages  of  this  government,  the  forest  behind 
the  Sausenburg  Castle  in  the  Vogtei  Vogelbach  is  mentioned.  The  report 
went  like  this: 

As  far  as  the  Vogt  [the  overseer  of  the  Sausenburg  Castle]  is 
concerned,  everyone  wonders  how  he  can  justify  his  behavior  before 
God.  They  say  that  he  is  fair  and  honest,  in  and  out  of  the  courts. 

They  say  that  he  is  bent  and  lame  from  age,  he  is  also  deaf,  and  can 
only  hear  if  one  screams  a  lot.  His  eyesight  too  is  poor.  Even  though 
all  of  this  wouldn’t  matter  so  much,  except  that  he  is  not  married,  he  is 
a  widower,  and  chooses  to  fool  around  with  young  girls. 

It  is  further  mentioned  that  one  of  “the  subjects”  named  Jack  Ragasckz 
lived  a  very  bad  life.  It  says  that  he  was  very  unchristian  and  that  he 
dared  to  punish  his  wife  by  beating  her,  so  that  on  her  entire  body  there 
wasn’t  one  inch  that  was  not  blue  and  black.  And  in  spite  of  his 
promises  he  couldn’t  restrain  himself  and  thus  ended  up  in  the  tower  of 
Sausenburg. 

Furthermore,  it  happened  that  a  sick  man,  while  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
restore  his  health,  was  instructed  by  a  godless  old  hag  to  curse  all  saints 
and  souls.  Which  he  did,  because  otherwise  the  pastor  would  not  have 
noticed  him  during  his  visitations.  It  is  all  too  necessary  to  beware  of 
such  godless  hags. 


41-5 


In  the  footnotes  of  the  visitation  report  the  following  is  remarked:  The 
old  overseer  Christen  must  be  instructed  seriously  that  if  he  doesn’t  stop 
his  escapades,  he  will  be  punished  severely. 

In  regard  to  the  second  case  the  following  is  remarked:  This  should  be 
reported  to  the  Land- Vogt  or  to  the  bailiff,  who  will  surely  know  what 
to  do  in  this  case,  so  that  the  subjects  can  be  taken  care  of  accordingly. 

In  1556,  Markgraf  Karl  II  of  Baden  made  his  momentous  decision  to 
join  the  Reformation,  at  which  time  the  territories  of  the  Badenweiler, 
Rotteln,  and  Sausenburg  Castles  became  Protestant.  Somehow,  the  Burgeln 
Monastery,  surrounded  by  Protestants,  remained  a  Catholic  outpost  of  the  St. 
Blasien  Cloister. 

In  1592,  the  Abbot  of  St.  Blasien  had  a  new  monastery  building 
erected  at  Burgeln. 

From  1618  to  1648,  the  time  of  the  Thirty  Years’  War,  the  hinter 
Kandertal  was  repeatedly  invaded  and  pillaged  by  Catholic  troops.  The 
Markgraf  of  Baden  was  forced  to  flee  to  Basel,  Switzerland,  leaving  his 
domain  unprotected.  The  Catholic  troops  of  the  Emperor  went  through  the 
land  murdering  people,  scorching  the  land,  plundering  villages,  and 
destroying  churches  and  castles.  The  extreme  hardship  of  the  people  was 
exasperated  by  a  simultaneous  epidemic  of  the  Black  Plague  known  as  the 
Pest. 


In  1632,  King  Gustav  Adolf  of  Sweden  came  to  help  his  fellow 
Lutherans,  leading  to  another  sixteen  years  of  devastation  as  the  two  sides 
traded  victories.  The  churches  in  Vogelbach  and  Kaltenbach  were 
vandalized,  with  the  bells  being  carried  off,  the  altars  being  damaged,  and 
the  doors  and  windows  being  broken.  Also,  the  parish  house  in  Vogelbach 
suffered  severe  damage  in  1633.  Twenty  houses  were  burned  and  twenty- 
one  citizens  were  murdered  in  Kandem.  The  citizens  were  repeatedly  forced 
to  flee  to  Basel  and,  especially,  into  the  forests  outside  Vogelbach,  where  the 
pastor  would  occasionally  perform  baptismal  services.  The  conflict  created 
such  a  serious  famine  that  the  people  resorted  to  eating  dogs,  cats,  and  dead 
horses. 

In  1657,  the  Burgeln  Monastery,  which  had  been  plundered  during  the 
Thirty  Years’  War,  was  restored. 
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In  1677,  Catholic  troops  under  King  Ludwig  XIV  of  France  returned 
and  wreaked  renewed  havoc  on  the  region.  The  citizens  of  Vogelbach, 
including  the  pastor,  once  again  fled  into  the  forests  for  protection.  Rotteln 
Castle  and  Sausenburg  Castle  sustained  more  damage,  rendering  them 
virtually  uninhabitable,  and  Vogelbach  was  again  pillaged  and  burned. 

In  1717,  a  band  of  unorganized  French  hoodlums  vandalized  the 
Burgeln  Monastery.  In  1762,  it  was  completely  rebuilt  and  is  the  structure 
which,  essentially,  exists  today. 

In  1771/72,  another  great  famine  spread  through  the  region,  causing 
many  people,  especially  children,  to  starve. 

In  1783,  the  Markgraf  of  Baden  freed  his  subjects  from  the  oppressive 
feudal  system.  At  this  time,  an  overseer  who  lived  in  the  Sausenburg  Castle 
ruins  vacated  it,  leaving  it  uninhabited  from  that  time  on. 

Near  the  end  of  the  18th  century,  Vogelbach  got  a  new  schoolhouse, 
which  is  now  occupied  as  a  residence.  It  is  where  Fritz  would  have  attended 
before  he  walked  away  from  Vogelbach  in  about  1830. 

In  1792,  Vogelbach  lost  its  status  as  the  Vogtei  (the  administrative 
center)  of  the  hinter  Kandertal  to  the  larger  and  better  located  village  of 
Malsburg.  Vogelbach  was  originally  designated  as  the  Vogtei  back  in  the 
middle  of  the  13  th  century,  presumably  because  of  its  proximity  to  the 
Sausenburg  Castle. 

In  1796,  the  French  again  occupied  the  region  and,  once  again, 
ravaged  the  villages  of  the  hinter  Kandertal  As  in  previous  times,  the 
people  fled  to  Basel  and  hid  in  the  forests,  and  the  village  of  Vogelbach  was 
required  to  supply  45  men  to  dig  trenches.  We  can  be  confident  that  Hans 
Jerg  Gudemann  (1746),  the  brother  of  our  ancestor  Jacob  Adam  (1753),  was 
one  of  those. 

In  1806,  the  citizens  of  Vogelbach  were  finally  extricated,  once  and 
for  all,  from  paying  further  taxes  to  the  Burgeln  Monastery. 

The  hinter  Kandertal  is  an  isolated  valley  six  miles  long  with  a  total 
population  of  about  1650.  The  largest  villages  of  Malsburg  and  Marzell  are 
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located  in  the  valley,  while  the  villages  of  Vogelbach,  Kaltenbach,  and 
Liitschenbach  are  situated  in  the  mountains  high  above  the  valley  floor.  It 
can  realistically  be  compared  to  the  backwoods  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
Ozarks  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  Early  in  the  19th  century,  at  about  the 
time  Fritz  was  bom,  the  people  were  described  thusly: 

Overall,  the  people  are  not  well  to  do  and  are  pretty  far  behind  in 
regard  to  external  culture.  They  are  known  as  the  Hinterwelter ,  people 
who  live  at  the  end  of  the  world,  or  as  the  Hinterwalder ,  people  who 
live  in  the  backwoods.  They  are  rough-hewed  and  are  quite  often 
drunks,  which  makes  them  impulsive  and  quick  to  get  into  fights.  But 
deep  down  inside,  they  have  good  hearts  and  are  honest.  They  are 
mountaineers  who  earn  their  living  by  raising  livestock,  planting  crops, 
and  growing  hay.  They  are  woodcutters  and  work  in  the  charcoal 
business.  During  market  days  in  Kandem,  to  which  they  flock  in  great 
numbers,  they  usually  show  their  darker  side.  They  are  fairly  good 
people  when  they  are  in  the  deep  woods  making  charcoal,  much  better 
than  the  way  they  behave  themselves  on  the  crowded  streets  of  the 
market  towns  and  during  the  wild  times  when  they  are  in  the  town 
tavern.  To  make  up  for  their  depravations  during  their  long  periods  of 
isolation  from  the  outside  world,  they,  in  their  own  ways,  try  to 
compensate  by  fully  taking  advantage  of  their  happy  times  with  their 
friends  and  by  indulging  in  all  the  pleasures. 

In  1816/17,  two  years  before  Fritz  was  bom,  a  famine  occurred,  one 
which  was  declared  to  be  the  worst  on  record.  Food  was  scarce  and  very 
expensive,  and  the  people  were  forced  into  eating  roots,  grass,  frogs,  cats, 
and  dogs.  In  desperation,  they  walked  to  the  slaughterhouse  in  Basel, 
Switzerland,  where  they  collected  free  ox  blood  to  feed  to  their  families. 

The  authorities  tried  to  regulate  the  moral  behavior  of  the  people,  as  is 
illustrated  by  the  following  incidents  in  1838,  at  a  time  when  our  ancestor 
Johann  Jacob  (1784)  and  his  family  were  living  in  Vogelbach. 

The  unmarried  Katharina  Lacher  was  sentenced  to  two  days  in  jail 
because  a  man  spent  the  night  at  her  house  on  Christmas  day,  and  thus, 
she  had  desecrated  a  holiday.  Farmer  J.  Ritter’s  servant  was  sentenced 
to  10  days  confinement  because  he  had  called  the  Vogelbach  pastor 
some  bad  names.  Many  punishments  were  also  handed  out  for  staying 
in  the  taverns  past  curfew  or  for  getting  into  brawls. 
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Fritz  Breh,  a  historian  of  the  hinter  Kandertal ,  related  the  following 
incident  in  the  book  Malsburg-Marzelh 

A  Medical  Sensation 

A  well-known  doctor  from  Kandem  was  advised  that  there  was  a 
medical  emergency  in  Vogelbach  and  was  requested  to  come  there 
immediately.  He  was  told  that  a  woman  was  having  a  difficult  birth  at 
home.  So  the  doctor  hastily  hitched  his  horse  to  his  buggy  and  sped  to 
Vogelbach.  When  he  arrived  at  the  home,  he  couldn’t  believe  his  eyes 
when  he  saw  the  young  farmwoman,  with  whom  he  was  acquainted, 
very  lively  running  around  the  farmyard.  When  he  addressed  her 
regarding  the  birth,  she  laughed  and  answered  him,  “I  am  not  the  one 
that  is  having  the  baby,  it’s  my  mother-in-law.  But  the  baby  is  already 
here.”  The  doctor  quickly  went  into  the  house  to  the  woman’s  room 
and  said,  “What  is  going  on  here?  A  grandmother  having  a  baby 
doesn’t  happen  very  often.  I  did  not  think  that  you  had  it  in  you.”  The 
exhausted  but  happy  mother  laughed  and  replied,  “You  know,  Doctor, 
church  is  not  out  until  the  organ  stops  playing.” 


41-9 


, 


I  !■■■■  ii  I  .  m 

Wappen  (Coat-of-Arms)  of  the  hinter  Kandertal,  including  Vogelbach,  Kaltenbach, 
Liitschenbach,  Kasacker,  Wambach,  Edenbach,  and  Lausbiihl  (Hofe). 
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Chapter 

ifortp-Ctoo 


Churches 


e  are  able  to  identify  the  churches  which  our  ancestors 
attended  from  1579,  when  we  fmd  our  first  trace  of  them  in 
Kumberg.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  did  attend  church 
regularly.  To  fail  to  do  so  subjected  them  to  reprimand  and  possible  fines  and 
various  other  types  of  punishment.  We  can  only  conjecture  where  they  lived  and 
worshipped  prior  to  1579.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  they  lived  in 
Hasel,  where  they  would  have  attended  that  village’s  church  as  Catholics  until 
1 556,  at  which  time  they  became  Protestants  by  proclamation  of  the  Markgraf  of 
Baden.  Going  back  still  further,  the  most  likely  scenario  is  that  they  lived  in  and 
attended  the  Catholic  church  in  Wehr,  where  the  Gudemann  name  possibly  (even 
probably)  originated. 


Saint  Michael  Church  in  Schopfheim  from  an  unknown  date  to  about 
1606,  when  Gerg  (1579)  married  Margretha  Funfschilling  and  moved  from 
Kumberg  to  Hausen.  If  our  ancestors  lived  in  Kumberg,  which  did  not  have  its 
own  church,  prior  to  1556,  they  would  have  attended,  as  Catholics,  the  St. 
Agatha  Church  in  Fahmau.  In  that  year,  Markgraf  Karl  II  of  Baden  joined  the 
Reformation  and  switched  his  domain  from  the  Catholic  faith  to  the  Protestant 
faith,  at  which  time  the  Fahmau  Church  was  closed  and  the  citizens  of  Kumberg 
began  attending,  as  Lutherans,  the  larger  church  in  Schopfheim.  Chapter 
Seventeen  contains  brief  histories  of  the  Fahmau  and  Schopfheim  Churches. 

The  Three  King’s  Chapel  in  Ehnerfahmau  from  about  1606  to  about 
1 643,  when  Bartholomaus  ( 1 623)  moved  from  Hausen  to  Endenburg  and  married 
Maria  Gretherin  of  Endenburg.  The  citizens  of  Hausen  attended  the  small  chapel 
in  Ehnerfahmau,  between  Hausen  and  Schopfheim,  until  it  was  destroyed  in 
1 642  by  a  Wiese  River  flood.  The  first  church  in  Hausen  was  built  after  the 
flood,  a  church  in  which  Bartholomaus  may  have  worshipped  for  a  short  time 
before  departing  for  Endenburg.  The  church  sustained  severe  damage  in  the  war 
known  as  the  Holland  War  from  1672  to  1678.  Windows  were  broken,  the  door 
was  destroyed,  the  roof  was  demolished,  and  the  altar  was  carried  off.  A  new 
building  was  erected  in  1738  after  the  church  was  totally  destroyed  by  a  fire.  It 
was  extensively  renovated  in  1955,  and  it  is  the  church  which  now  stands  in 
Hausen  on  the  spot  where  the  small  wooden  church  in  which  Bartholomaus  may 
have  worshipped  was  located. 
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Saint  German  Church  in  Endenburg  from  about  1643  to  1686,  when 
Bartholomaus  died  in  Endenburg.  A  settlement  existed  at  the  Endenburg 
location  as  early  as  the  year  1000,  and  excavations  indicate  that  a  church  was 
built  as  early  as  1100  at  the  spot  where  the  current  church  stands.  Old  records 
tell  that  the  church  went  through  interior  repairs  in  1485  and  was  extensively 
reconditioned  and  its  stone  wall  was  rebuilt  in  1 696.  Other  renovations  followed 
in  1796,  1805,  and  1970.  A  treasured  artifact  is  still  in  use  in  the  church.  It  is 
an  old  baptismal  stone  at  which  our  ancestor  Johann  would  have  been  baptized 
in  1643.  Endenburg  was  always  an  affiliate  of  another  church,  mainly  the 
Weitenau  Cloister,  from  which  pastors  would  periodically  travel  to  serve  the 
Endenburg  congregation. 

Saint  Michael  Church  in  Kaltenbach  from  about  1676,  when  Johann 
(1643)  moved  from  Endenburg  to  Kaltenbach  and  married  Maria  Strohmeyer,  to 
about  1743,  when  Matthias  (1707)  moved  from  Kaltenbach  to  Vogelbach  and 
married  Anna  Maria  Oswaldin  (1720).  Kaltenbach  was  the  center  of  power  of 
the  Lords  of  Kaltenbach,  a  royal  family  of  French  descent.  Werner,  the  older,  of 
Kaltenbach  and  his  wife,  Ita,  had  the  church  built  in  1 103,  and  it  was  blessed  by 
Bishop  Gerhard  of  Konstanz.  It  was  originally  affiliated  with  the  St.  Blasien 
Cloister,  where  Werner  died  in  1131  as  the  cloister’s  head  monk.  The 
Kaltenbach  line  disappeared  when  Werner’s  sons,  who  had  followed  him  to  the 
cloister,  died.  The  Kaltenbach  Church  came  under  the  authority  of  the  Btirgeln 
Monastery  in  1155,  and  the  St.  Blasien  Cloister  traded  the  entire  village  to  the 
Markgraf  of  Hachberg/Sausenberg  in  1232.  The  church  underwent  major 
renovations  in  1786,  at  which  time  it  got  new  bells,  and  in  1963.  The  original 
bell  tower  dates  back  to  1103  and  is  still  intact. 

Saint  Nicolaus  Church  in  Vogelbach  from  about  1743  to  about  1782, 
when  Jacob  Adam  (1 753)  moved  from  Vogelbach  to  Marzell  and  married  Anna 
Barbara  Kropfin  (1738);  and,  again,  from  about  1807,  when  Johann  Jacob 
(1784),  Jacob  Adam’s  son,  returned  to  Vogelbach  and  married  Maria  Barbara 
Oswaldin  (1785),  to  1853,  when  Johann  Jacob  died  in  Vogelbach.  A  small 
wooden  chapel  existed  in  Vogelbach  as  early  as  1326  as  an  affiliate  of  the 
Kaltenbach  Church.  By  1556,  when  the  region  became  Protestant,  the 
V  ogelbach  Church  was  under  the  authority  of  the  Btirgeln  Monastery.  In  1574, 
Vogelbach  became  an  independent  parish  and,  for  the  first  time,  had  its  own 
pastor.  At  that  time,  it  was  designated  the  dominant  church  in  the  hinter 
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St.  Michael  Church  in  Kaltenbach. 
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Kandertal  and  became  the  custodian  of  the  vital  records  for  the  three  churches 
there  (Vogelbach,  Kaltenbach,  and  Marzell),  an  arrangement  that  continued  until 
1870.  In  1637,  during  the  Thirty  Years’  War,  the  invading  Catholic  troops 
wreaked  havoc  on  the  little  church  by  vandalizing  the  pulpit  and  choir  books, 
breaking  out  windows,  and  damaging  the  door.  In  1769/70,  the  church  went 
through  a  major  renovation  at  which  time  it  was  enlarged.  In  1826,  a  fire 
damaged  the  church,  including  its  bell  tower,  and  destroyed  five  houses.  In 
1975,  the  church  was  redecorated  and  modernized  into  its  current  condition, 
making  it,  today,  the  most  attractive  church  of  all  those  associated  with  our 
ancestors. 

Saint  Martin  Church  in  Marzell  from  about  1782  to  1818,  when  Jacob  Adam 
(1753)  died  in  Marzell.  The  village  was  first  mentioned  in  1152  in  the 
chronicles  of  the  Biirgeln  Monastery.  The  beginning  of  the  church  and  the  town, 
itself,  go  back  to  the  “cell  of  a  Martin,  a  monk  in  the  order  of  St.  Martin,”  from 
which  the  village  derived  its  name.  An  old  legend  has  it  that  one  night  the 
monks  of  the  Marzell  Monastery  clandestinely  visited  the  nuns  at  the 
Nonnenmattweiler  (Neuenweg)  Monastery,  and,  in  an  attempt  to  conceal  their 
transgression,  they  reversed  the  horses’  shoes  so  that  it  would  appear  that  they 
traveled  in  the  opposite  direction.  A  public  church  in  Marzell  is  first  mentioned 
in  1360.  The  church  lost  its  independence  in  1379  because  its  income  was 
insufficient  to  support  its  own  pastor,  after  which  a  monk  at  the  Biirgeln 
Monastery  was  assigned  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  the  people.  In  1867,  a  new 
church  was  built  to  replace  an  old,  smaller  church.  An  inscription  on  a  post  in 
the  church  says  that  the  church  was  extensively  remodeled  in  1 760  and  1957.  In 
1952,  Marzell  became  an  independent  parish,  severing  its  ties  to  the  Vogelbach 
parish  which  had  existed  since  1574. 
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St.  Nicolaus  Church  in  Vogelbach. 


I 


42-7 


Chapter 

Jfortp-Cfcree 


The  New  Headstones 


3 


t  took  over  100  years  to  get  Fritz  Giidemann’s  head  stone  right, 
but  the  fourth  attempt  finally  accomplished  it.  The  stone 
containing  correct  information  (page  43-3),  was  placed  at  his 
gravesite  in  November  1999  to  replace  one  that  showed  erroneous  data. 


In  April  1996,  headstones  were  set  at  the  gravesites  of  Fritz  Gudemann 
and  his  wife,  Anna  Maria  (Minger)  Gudemann.  However,  as  we  now  know, 
Fritz’s  date  and  place  of  birth  were  incorrect.  The  inscription  read: 


Fritz  Gudemann 
of  Kurnberg,  Baden 
March  28,  1819 
April  26,1890 

Fortunately,  Anna  Maria’s  head  stone  was  accurate  and  did  not  require 
replacement.  Even  after  discovering  the  correct  record  of  Fritz’s  birth, 
absolutely  nothing  has  been  found  to  substantiate  the  middle  initial  “K”  which 
my  grandfather,  David  Gudeman,  chiseled  on  the  small  original  stone  100  years 
ago.  My  grandfather  was  extraordinarily  meticulous  (one  might  say  eccentrically 
so),  a  trait  for  which  he  was  famous  in  family  circles.  Because  of  this,  the  mere 
mention  of  him  decades  after  he  passed  away  would  elicit  chuckles  by  those  who 
had  known  him.  Then  why  did  he  concoct  the  middle  initial?  It  remains  an, 
albeit  minor,  mystery. 
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Chapter 

jfortp-jfour 


Fritz  Changes  His  Name 


n  page  10-2  I  confidently  wrote,  “he  [Fritz]  was  bom  as 
Giidemann;  he  used  that  name  throughout  his  lifetime  (even 
during  his  36  years  in  America);  and  that  is  still  the  spelling  of 
the  name  of  our  distant  relatives  in  Europe.”. 


Wrong  again! 

After  the  book  was  published,  I  came  across  two  promissory  notes  which 
Fritz  co-signed  in  1888.  He  clearly  signed  them  as  “Gudeman”,  with  both  the 
umlaut  and  the  second  “n”  omitted.  So,  for  about  the  last  two  years  of  his 
seventy-year  life  he  adopted  the  Anglicized  spelling  of  the  name.  This  was  done 
after  his  wife,  Anna  Maria,  had  died  two  years  earlier,  in  1886.  She  never,  on 
any  known  occasion,  signed  her  married  name  other  than  as  “Maria  Giidemann”. 
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Apparently,  he  acquiesced  to  the  name  change  in  deference  to  his  nine 
children,  who  had  already  made  the  change,  and  in  anticipation  of  his  pending 
naturalization  the  following  year,  in  1889.  This  means  that  his  name  as  shown 
on  his  Certificate  of  Naturalization  (page  3-15)  is,  indeed,  the  name  he  was  using 
at  that  time. 
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Chapter 

jfortp-jftoc 


More  About  Other  Gudemans 
In  America 


ince  the  book  was  published  in  1 996,  additional  information 
on  other  Gudemans  in  America  has  been  discovered.  Three 
more  families  have  been  identified  and  a  few  more  facts  have 
been  uncovered  about  some  immigrants  already  mentioned  in  Chapter  Thirty. 


The  20  year  old  Bartlin  Gudemann  of  Schopfheim  (page  30-2)  was 
actually  bom  in  Langenau,  one  mile  northwest  of  Schopfheim,  to  Johann  Jacob 
Gudemann  and  Anna  Barbara  Steinbrunner  in  1833. 


Johannes  Gudemann  (page  30-2),  the  1 9  year  old  farmer  from  Baden,  was 
bom  in  1 834  in  Hasel,  four  miles  east  of  Schopfheim,  as  an  illegitimate  son  of 
Anna  Gudemann. 


Fred  Gudmann  (page  30-2),  the  34  year  old  farmer  from  Baden,  was  bom 
as  Johann  Friedrich  Gudemann  in  1825  in  Haltingin,  ten  miles  west  of 
Schopfheim,  to  Johann  Friedrich  Gudemann  and  Maria  Eva  Lang.  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Paulus  Gudemann  (1677)  from  Kiimberg,  whose  brother  was  the 
Hans  Gudemann  (1658)  known  as  a  terrible  blasphemer  (page  20-1 1).  Johann 
Friedrich’s  great-great-grandfather,  Barthlin  (1705),  moved  from  Kiimberg  to 
Haltingen  and  married  Anna  Miillerin,  a  widow  of  Haltingen,  in  1738  and 
established  the  first  Gudemann  family  in  that  part  of  the  Rhine  River  valley. 

Chapter  Thirty  quotes  a  letter  written  in  1925  by  Rinehard  Friedrich 
Gudemann  (1852)  in  Los  Angeles,  stating  that  “we  were  bom  in  Germany  in  the 
dutchy  of  Baden  in  the  Wiesental,  in  Schopfheim.”.  True,  he  was  bom  in  that 
part  of  the  South  Black  Forest  of  which  Schopfheim  is  the  dominant  city. 
However,  birth  records  reveal  that,  more  specifically,  he  was  bom  in  Hasel,  only 
four  miles  east  of  Schopfheim.  Also,  both  his  grandfather,  Johannes  Jakob 
Gudemann  (bom  about  1 802),  and  his  father,  Martin  Friedrich  Gudemann  (bom 
about  1827),  who  married  an  Anna  Maria  Sutter  of  Hasel,  were  bom  in  Hasel. 
Rinehard  Friedrich  married  Maria  Wilhelmina  Grether  of  Feldberg  in  1 878.  In 
1885  they  moved  to  Zurich,  Switzerland;  and  two  years  later  the  family, 
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consisting  of  the  parents,  three  sons,  and  a  daughter,  emigrated  to  America  and 
settled  in  Los  Angeles.  With  the  family  being  from  Hasel,  as  compared  to 
Schopfheim,  the  possibility  is  even  greater  that  this  family  was  distantly  related 
to  our  early  Kiimberg  ancestors.  After  all,  the  1593  document  (Chapter 
Eighteen)  tells  us  that  the  Giidemanns  of  Kiimberg  sold  an  estate  in  Hasel, 
suggesting  that  they  lived  in  Hasel  prior  to  settling  in  Kiimberg.  On  page  30-4  it 
is  stated  that  “even  though  there  were  three  sons,  no  descendants  of  this  family 
have  been  located.”.  This  has  been  clarified  by  a  1996  letter  from  Cecilia 
(Gudeman)  Haupt,  of  Altadena,  California,  a  granddaughter  of  Rinehard 
Friedrich  Giidemann  (1852).  Son  Albert,  of  Oxnard,  California,  married  and 
divorced  without  having  any  children.  “Rudolph  ....“bamboozeld”’  the  money 
[willed  to  his  two  children  by  their  uncle  Albert]  from  the  court’s  jurisdiction, 
spent  it  to  cover  his  debts,  then  had  his  parents  sign  away  their  house  [to  him]. 
Rudolph  was  sent  to  the  ‘“big  house’”  for  forgery  and  died  there  years  ago.” 
Rudolph’s  only  son,  Calvin,  died  at  age  25  without  having  children.  Son 
Rinehard  Friedrich  (1886)  had  only  one  child,  Cecilia,  my  contact  with  this 
family.  She  married  William  D.  Haupt,  Jr.  and  had  six  children.  The  only 
daughter,  Wilhemina,  known  as  Minnie,  married  an  Homer  Kirkpatrick  and 
moved  to  Portland,  Oregon.  The  last  member  of  this  family  with  the  Giidemann 
name  was  Josephine  (Jedofsky)  Gudeman  (by  then  they  had  changed  the 
spelling),  Cecilia’s  mother,  when  she  died  in  Altadena,  California,  in  1985  at  age 
101. 


A  member  of  another  Giidemann  family  from  the  South  Black  Forest  was 
discovered  in  New  Hope,  Pennsylvania.  She  is  Lydia  Gudemann,  bom  ini  905, 
who  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  this  family.  Her  father  was  Karl  Friedrich 
(1874),  bom  in  Weil  am  Rhine,  Germany,  adjacent  to  Basel,  Switzerland. 
Family  hearsay  has  it  that  his  family  lived  in  a  house  that  straddled  the 
German/Swiss  border,  thereby  exposing  him  to  possible  compulsory  service  in 
the  German  militia.  To  avoid  this,  he  emigrated  to  America  and  first  settled  in 
New  Y ork  City  where  he  married  Maria  Metz  from  Germany,  with  whom  he  had 
two  daughters,  Lydia  and  Ruth,  neither  of  whom  married.  The  family  moved  to 
New  Jersey,  where  the  father  worked  for  an  electrical  parts  manufacturer,  and 
later  to  Pennsylvania  where  Lydia  now  lives.  Karl  Friedrich  was  a  great- 
grandson  of  Franz  Gudemann  (1785)  of  Wehr,  four  miles  east  of  Schopfheim. 
He  moved  to  Weil  am  Rhine,  ten  miles  west  of  Schopfheim,  where  he  and 
Barbara  Rauggin  of  Weil  am  Rhine  produced  three  children  out  of  wedlock,  the 
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oldest  of  whom  was  Johann  Friedrich  (1807),  the  grandfather  of  Karl  Friedrich. 
Franz  was  Catholic  and  Barbara  was  Protestant,  and  we  can  safely  surmise  that 
they  were  not  permitted  to  marry  at  this  time  in  history  when  religious  barriers 
had  only  begun  to  break  down. 

Edward  C.  Gudemann,  Jr.,  of  another  family,  lives  in  Sarasota,  Florida, 
with  his  wife,  Margaret,  and  two  children,  Edward  J.  and  K.M.  Gudemann.  His 
father  was  Edward  Charles  and  his  mother  was  Ruth,  who,  he  believes,  was 
from  Alsace.  They  lived  in  Philadelphia,  but  he  has  lost  all  contact  with  his 
father  and  knows  virtually  nothing  about  his  heritage.  He  spells  his  name  with 
the  double  “n”  but  does  not  know  whether  it  was  ever  spelled  with  an  umlaut. 

Note:  There  is  a  striking  coincidence  in  first  names  between  this  family 
and  that  of  Hans  Gudemann  (1913),  discussed  on  page  29-7  of  the  chapter,  “The 
Jewish  Question”.  The  possibility  that  the  two  families,  somehow,  are  linked  is 
too  great  to  be  summarily  dismissed.  After  all,  although  not  mentioned  in  the 
book,  son  Charles,  mentioned  on  page  29-7,  lives  with  his  wife  in  Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania,  a  suburb  of  Philadelphia. 

Horst  Gudemann  lives  in  Jackson,  Wyoming,  with  his  family.  He 
emigrated  about  ten  years  ago  from  Warstein/Paderbom,  not  too  far  from  the 
Hanover/Hildesheim  region  where  the  Jewish  family  (page  29-4)  was 
concentrated  prior  to  World  War  II.  However,  he  claims  to  have  no  knowledge 
of  such  a  Jewish  family. 

The  Johann  Frederick  Guedemann  (page  30-4)  who  emigrated  in  1819 
was  bom  in  Schopfheim  on  January  19,  1790,  to  Johann  Friedrich  Gudemann 
and  Maria  Lorrachin.  From  the  book  German  Immigrant  Servant  Contracts  by 
Farley  Grubb,  we  leam  that  he  arrived  in  America  under  what  was  known  as  a 
“redemtioner’s  ship  contract”.  These  contracts  specified  the  conditions  of 
“redeeming”  or  repaying  the  loan  made  to  the  immigrant  to  pay  for  his/her  ocean 
passage.  Pastor  Henry  Muhlenberg,  head  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church  of 
Pennsylvania,  observed  the  market  for  German  redemtioner  servants  for  many 
years  and  described  the  process  thusly: 

After  the  health  officer  determines  which  passengers  are  suitable  for  landing, 

announcements  are  printed  in  the  newspapers,  stating  how  many  of  the  new 

arrivals  are  to  be  sold.  Those  with  money  are  released.  Whosoever  has  well- 
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to-do  friends  seek  a  loan  from  them  to  pay  for  the  passage,  but  there  are  only 
a  few  who  succeed.  The  ship  becomes  the  market  place.  The  buyers  make 
their  choices  among  the  arrivals  and  bargain  with  them  for  a  certain  number  of 
years  and  days.  They  then  pay  for  their  passage  and  other  debts  and  receive 
from  the  government  authorities  a  written  document,  which  makes  the 
newcomer  their  property  for  a  definite  period  of  time.  .  .  .  young  and 
unmarried  persons  of  both  sexes  are  sold  first ....  married  people,  widowed, 
and  the  infirmed  are  dull  sale. 

Page  45-5  contains  summaries  of  several  of  these  contracts,  one  of  which 
is  that  for  this  Johann  Frederick  Guedemann  (Johann  Friedrich  Gudemann), 
shown  as  Johan  Friderich  Gudeman.  From  this  we  learn  that  the  broker  who 
bought  his  contract  resold  his  rights  to  a  man  from  Alabama.  No  further  record 
of  the  destiny  of  this  Gudemann  could  be  found. 

Note:  This  practice  of  indentured  servitude  existed  since  early  colonial 
days,  when  approximately  half  of  all  European  emigrants  to  Colonial  British 
America  entered  servitude  to  pay  for  their  ocean  passages.  The  last  vestiges  of 
this  system  was  concentrated  among  German  immigrants  and  was  discontinued 
soon  after  Johann  Friedrich  Gudemann  arrived  in  Philadelphia  in  1819. 
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Margaretha  Hohl,  willing  as  before,  to  the  said  Amand  Pfister,  for  three  yean,  to  have  at  the  end 
of  the  term  clothes  as  before.  Consideration  =  $77.00. 


Christianna  Hohl.  willing  as  before  &  with  consent  of  her  father,  to  said  Amand  Pfister.  for  six 
years,  to  have  six  weeks  schooling  for  each  year  of  the  term,  and  at  the  end  thereof  clothes  as 
before.  Consideration  *  S38.00. 


Catharina  Hohl.  willing  as  above  &  with  consent  of  her  father,  to  the  above  Amand  Pfister.  for 
ten  years,  to  have  six  weeks  schooling  for  each  year  of  the  term,  and  at  the  end  thereof  clothes 
as  above.  Consideration  =  $38.00. 


Franz  Krucker  to  Leonard  Nutz  Junior  of  Germantown  Philadelphia  county,  tanner,  for  two  years, 
to  have  at  the  end  of  the  term  two  complete  suits  of  clothes,  one  of  which  to  be  new. 
Consideration  =  $53.20. 

September  1,  1819 

Johan  Friderich  Gudeman.  with  consent  of  Jacob  Beidelman  to  go  to  Alabama,  to  Julius 
Alexander  Fournier,  of  Eagle  Ville,  Maring  county.  Alabama  for  three  years,  to  have  twelve 
weeks  schooling.  And  at  the  end  of  the  term  two  complete  suits  of  clothes,  one  of  which  to  be 
new.  Consideration  =  S81.20. 

September  2,  1819 

Rosina  Kuhnlerin  to  Henry  Lelar  of  Philadelphia  merchant  for  three  years,  to  have  at  the  end  of 
the  term  two  complete  suits  of  clothes,  one  of  which  to  be  new.  Consideration  =  $77.00. 


Johan  Friderich  Bossert.  with  consent  of  William  Lecompt  to  go  to  Maryland  to  Greensburg  L. 
Rauleig  of  Dorchester  county  State  of  Maryland,  planter,  for  four  years  to  have  24  weeks 
schooling,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term  two  complete  suits  of  clothes,  one  of  which  to  be  new. 
Consideration  =  $80. (X). 


Christina  Loreherin.  with  consent  of  her  father,  to  John  Heyl  of  the  Northern  Liberties 
Philadelphia  county  brushmaker,  for  five  years  9  months  &  22  days  to  have  6  weeks  schooling 
for  each  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the  term  two  complete  suits  of  clothes,  one  of  which  to  be  new. 
Consideration  =  $38.00. 

September  3,  1819 

Catharina  Staub  to  Thomas  Sterrett  of  Rapho  township  Lancaster  county,  farmer,  for  three  years 
to  have  at  the  end  of  the  term  two  complete  suits  of  clothes,  one  of  which  to  be  new. 
Consideration  =  $77.25. 


Catharina  Staub  at  the  same  time  assigned  to  Sarah  Sterrett  of  the  same  township  &  county, 
widow,  to  serve  her  indenture  as  above  recorded.  Consideration  =  $77.20. 


Mathias  Friderich  Loreher.  with  consent  of  his  father,  to  the  above  Thomas  Sterrett,  for  eleven 
years  one  month  &  18  days,  to  have  6  weeks  schooling  for  each  year  of  the  term  and  at  the  end 
thereof  two  complete  suits  of  clothes,  one  of  which  to  be  new.  Consideration  =  $38.00. 
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Chapter 

jfortp~i§>tx 


Gratuitous  Words  of  Wisdom 


rfTT*  his  short  and  final  chapter  will  be  of  interest  only  to  those  few 
CJ  J  W^°  might  be  inclined  to  start  an  ancestral  search  of 

their  own.  My  friendly  advice:  Do  not  proceed  further  with 
such  thoughts  unless  you  can  agree  to  each  of  the  following  commitments: 


1 .  I  am  willing  to  spend  manyfold  more  time,  money,  and 
energy  than  what  I  initially  anticipate  will  be  required. 

2.  I  will  have  such  perseverance  that  I  will,  at  times,  risk  being 
considered  obnoxious. 

3.  I  will  attempt  to  contact  anyone  and  everyone  who  might 
have  useful  information. 

4.  I  will  track  down  all  leads,  no  matter  how  flimsy  or 
insignificant  they  might  appear  to  be. 

5.  I  will  have  a  healthy  skepticism  of  any  information  which 
might  appear  to  be  questionable  and  will  attempt  to  confirm 
such  information  by  at  least  one  other  source. 

6.  I  will  make  concerted  efforts  to  separate  the  “wheat  from 
the  chaff’  and  will  be  willing  to  dispose  of  the  chaff, 
irrespective  of  how  laboriously  it  was  acquired. 

7.  I  will  gracefully  accept  occasional  rude  rebuffs,  knowing 
that  they  will  be  outweighed,  by  far,  by  the  usual  courteous 
contacts. 

8.  I  will  be,  above  all,  meticulously  thorough  in  all  my  research 
and  will  heed  the  advice  of  the  dear  child  who  survived, 
with  her  treasured  doll,  the  Donner  party’s  tragic  covered 
wagon  journey  to  California  in  the  Winter  of  1 846/47: 

“Never  take  no  cutoff.  ” 
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